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(1) 
ABSTRACT 


since: the establishment of ithe Province of Alberta 
in 1905 there were three Political regimes, each domin- 
aeco by-one Political party. The Eiberals were the 
foninante party trom 1905 to 1921, the UsFsA.. till 1935) 
and the Social Credit has been dominant since then. This 
study deals with the social background of the Legislators 
of Alberta elected between 1905 and 1967. The social, 
economic and political attributes of these legislators 
are examined, described and analyzed in this work. Be- 
sides, those among them who entered the cabinet are iso- 
lated and their Soctal attributes and political career 
are subjected to similar examination, description and 
enaivsis., Data on all legislators and iall ministers for 
each or the) political regimes are compared» and contrasted. 
The women legislators are treated separately. In essence, 


the study is sociological rather than psychological. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2023 with funding from , 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/Malliah1970 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


Research on legislative behaviour includes among other 
things the study of the social, economic and political back- 
grounds of legislators. The object of this study is to find 
out the backgrounds of the legislators of Alberta. This 
study, therefore, is confined to a description and analysis 
of the facts pertaining to these backgrounds of the legis- 
lators of Alberta from 1905 to 1969. 

Study of the socio-economic and political backgrounds 
of Alberta legislators was totally lacking before this work 
was undertaken. This writer has made an effort to fill this 
vacuum, at least in part, and thereby to provide more infor- 
Mation about the legislators of this province. 

Many modern behavioural scientists believe that the 
behaviour of legislators is the product of a series of roles 
determined by values and attitudes which the members bring 
to legislative positions and perspectives they develop as 
incumbents. In the past few decades, much importance was 
attached to: the mega-unit, i.e., the legislature,.at the cost 
of its individual components. This approach to know things 
Political was insufficient. _Recently,,, there has been a fair 
amount of work on legislative attitudes, particularly in the 
United States and at the federal level in Canada. [In one of 
the major volumes on the subject, Dwaine Marvick writes: 


Certainly one important mode by which social and 
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political forces register. in policy making processes 
would seem to be through decision makers themselves 
and the particular sensitivities and beliefs, skills 
and interests they bring to the task of formulating 
"the alternatives which were available before the 
choice was made.' 
These sensitivities and beliefs, skills and interests, are 
to an important degree functions of the legislators' back- 
grounds. This circumstance makes it both important and 
useful to study the backgrounds of the legislators in more 
detail than we have done so far. 

The description of the legislators of Alberta in this 
work has been conceived primarily as a socio-historical study. 
Since this is a socio-historical study, this writer wants to 
make it clear from the outset that it is based mostly on 
printed and published sources and only secondarily on infor- 
mation gathered from personal interviews, mail and telephone 
communications with the legislators, their relatives and 
colleagues, and by reference to scrap-books and newspapers. 
The scrap-books that are maintained by the Glenbow Foundation 
at Calgary and by the library in the legislature building at 
Edmonton furnished very useful information. Similarly, an 
examination of microfilm reels of such newspapers as The 
Albertan, The Edmonton Bulletin, The Calgary Herald, The Eye 
Opener, and The Edmonton Journal, was helpful. Archival 


sources were also used to a considerable extent. In investi- 


gating the backgrounds of legislators of earlier periods the 


ly. Marvick, Political Decision Makers (New York: Free 
Bessy 196 1).,4P 14). 
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writer has had to rely, in most cases, ona Variety Of bio-= 
graphical reference works and histories of the pioneer days; 
entries in these were brief and in many cases inadequate. 
However, every attempt was made to make the information as 
reliable as possible. 

The approach adopted here, as already stated, is 
socio-historical; the method used is descriptive and analy- 
tical. Data used for description and analysis include 
legislators' birth-place, ethnic identity, religious denom- 
ination, education, occupation, age when elected to the legis- 
lature, previous political experience and place where it 
was obtained, length of service, and post-legislative 
career. As many of those who have served in Alberta's 
legislature are no longer alive, the socio-historical approach 
was the only one that could be taken. Studies of legislative 
behaviour need as a basis as well as a complement a study 
of this nature. The data presented here should prove 
essential for the interpretation of behavioural data others 
May collect on Alberta's policy-makers. 

fhe social characteristics of the legislators of 
Alberta are not analysed and compared along the lines of 
political parties, but rather of the three political Tegines 
of Alberta: Liberal (1905-21), U.F.A. (1921-35), and Social 
Credit (since 1935). This organization was followed because 
the politics of Alberta, as contrasted to other provinces 
in Canada, was dominated throughout by a single party. Under 


this circumstance a more meaningful social analysis of its 
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legislators could be made by studying them according to 
three regimes than by any other criterion. Also,data on the 
legislators and ministers of different periods are analysed 
and compared with those of the general population of Alberta 
aeeretlected in census data from these periods. 

Socio-historical data on federal and provincial legis- 
lators in Canada have been presented by several authors. Of 
Parcicular relevance to the present Study are John Porter's 
analysis of the political elite of Canada in his The Vertical 
articles by David E. Smith on Saskatchewan legislators and 
Martin Robin on legislators in British Columbia. 

Poth Porter and Ward claim that political leaders in 
Eastern Canada came from Eastern Canada, but that such lead- 
ers were not indigerous to the West. The present writer's 
hypothesis is that the West was indeed different during the 
mer tod or colonization, but that in recent years; with a 
Stag zing population, a western province like Alberta would 
acquire indigenous political leadership. 

Porter's grand hypothesis about Canada's political 
eivte irs that it ™...is not representative of the population 


waren it leads. "* Here the writer's hypothesis is that the 


20.E. Smith, "The Membership of the Saskatchewan legislative 


Assembly 1905-1966", Saskatchewan History, Vol. 20. Spring. 
1967. p. 41. Martin Robin, "A Profile of the B.C. Legisla- 


ture", Canadian Dimension, Vol. 3. No. 2, 1966 P. 26-28. 


aa, Porter, The Vertical Mosaic, Toronto; Una... Of Toronto 
Press, (1965), p. 388. 
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political elite of Alberta's only “old party" regime, the 
Liberal regime, would conform with Porter's grand hypothesis, 
and thus would show a close correspondence between political 
and social elites in regard to various social characteristics. 
megGerding the. U.M.A. andySocialw@redit eras, wine 
only published hypotheses that can be drawn on stem from 
Smith and Robin. Smith indicates high proportion of farmers, 
"non-conformist" Protestants, and Anglo-Saxons among early 
CCF legislators in Saskatchewan. This writer would hypothesize 
a similar social composition for Alberta legislators during 
the U.F.A. period. The U.F.A. elite should prove agricultural 
rather than business and professional, and thus most repre- 
sentative - among Alberta political elite - of Alberta's popu- 
lation. 

There is little that is suggestive in Robin for 
Alberta's Social Credit as indeed Social Credit in British 
Columbia is an imperfect adaptation of a regime developed in 
a .socio-economically different province. Yet theswriter 
will test the hypotheses that evangelical Protestants are 
a very important element of the Social Credit movement, and 
Phat Social. Credit, furthers: political. careers of nonsAnalo; 
Saxons. 

Finally, regarding education, data from all regimes 
will be examined in the light of Porter's hypothesis that 
the unrepresentative nature of Canada's politicalyeli tes is 


most striking with regard to educational background. 
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Pee nia storical Background 


A brief account of the historical background of the 
province whose legislators are the subject matter of this 
investigation is, of course, indispensable. A narration of 
the political evolution of Alberta helps to give the setting 
Seeene Subject matter of this thesis. 

The first white men to have stepped on the soil of 
Alberta were the French. The area that is now called Alberta 
Was a part of the French possessions in America from 1751 
to 1763. After the defeat of the French in 1763 all French 
colonies, including the Camacien West, were taken over by 
the English. However, a large part of the Canadian West 
had been under the feudal authority of the Hudson's Bay 
Company long before the French colonies were taken over 
by the English in 1763. This company was the sole owner 
and governor of what then was called Rupert's Land, and 
it continued to hold that power until 1869. In 1869 the 
Government of Canada, with the consent and co-operation of 
the British parliament, bought all the land owned by the 
Hudson's Bay Company. Shortly afterwards, the geographic area 
of the Canadian West was named the North-West Territories. 
The North-West Territories were divided into four districts 
for postal purposes. Alberta was one of them and its name 


originated in 1883 when it was named after Queen Victoria's 
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daughter Louise Caroline Alberta, whose husband was the 
Marquess of Lorne, the Governor General of Canada during that 
time. * 
The British North America Act, under which Canada was 
established in 1867, also provided for the admission of Prince 
Edward Island, the North-West Territories, British Columbia 
and other British colonies in North America. When the 
Dominion Goverment bought the North-West Territories from 
the Hudson's Bay Company it passed an act providing for an 
administrative machinery of the newly acquired territory. 
| The years 1869 and 1905 and the period between them 
are very Significant for the purpose of this study. The year 
1869 is significant because it was in that year that North 
West Canada came under the jurisdiction of the Dominion 
Government. The year 1905 is significant because it fulfilled 
the aspirations of the people of the North-West Territories: 
the Dominion Government granted provincial status to the 
Perri tories. that.year.... The: period between, 1860handyi20sm1s 
important because it was during this period that the terri- 
tories witnessed a rapid political evolution which culminated 
in the creation, in 1905, of two new provinces, Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. 
It will be recalled that the Dominion Government 


bought a greater part of the North-West Territories from the 


4enc clopaedia of Canada, ed. by W. Stewart Wallace, 
Mowe Lp. Pp. 33. 
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Hudson's Bay Company in 1869. Soon after that it passed an 
act providing for administrative machinery. The ca SeCuaup 
was composed of a Lieutenant-Governor and an executive council 
whose members were partly elected and partly nominated. From 
1875 to 1888, the Lieutenent-Governor exercised full ali nOtdnty. 
over the new territory. The council demanded greater power 
for itself and more autonomy for the territory. This power 
struggle seems to have culminated in 1888 when the council-was 
succeeded by an assembly. The assembly enjoyed more power and 
freedom than its predecessor. From then onwards the assembly 
became fully representative in character; there were no more 
nominated members. The assembly consisted of twenty-two 
elected members whose tenure in the legislative assembly was 
fixed for three years.> Though these reforms satisfied the 
Boca! politicians for the time,being, if did not take long 

for the assembly to demand full responsible government 

for the territories. In 1888 it sent a memorandum to the 
Dominion Government requesting the grant of full autonomy. 

The Dominion Government responded favourably to this demand 
and passed an act in 1891 which fulfilled most of the 

demands of the assembly. As a consequence an executive 
Government under the leadership of W.F.G. Haultain was set 

up. The assembly under his leadership was argued for pro- 
vincial status for the territories. He was a champion of local 


autonomy throughout. He was mainly responsible for sending 


entaes twenty-two members, there were three additional 
members called legal experts who had all the privileges of 


other members except the voting power. 
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a delegation of the territorial assembly to Ottawa in 1901 to 
submit a memorandum requesting the Dominion Government to 
grant full autonomy. Though the Dominion Government rejected 
the demand of the delegation, Haultain wrote a series of 
getters sto Wilfred Laurier, the Prime Minister, persuading 
him to take note of the aspirations of the local people, the 
growing population of the territory and the need to give 
Preovancialsstatus sto the territories. ,.Besides, .all.forces: 
the leading politicians of both the party in power and party 
in opposition, the press and other pressure groups, united 
together and urged the Dominion Government to grant provin- 
Cial status. With this pressure, Ottawa could not delay the 
issue any longer. It bowed to the popular demand and granted 
provincial status to the territory. Thus, in the process of 
political evolution in the North-West Territories, W.F.G. 
Haultain's role seems to have been very significant. On the 
first of. September 1905, the territories were reorganized 
into two new provinces, namely Alberta and Saskatchewan. 

Tt appears that the first man toydemand a separate 
province of Alberta was Dr. R.G. Brett of Banff who was a 
member of the N.W.T. SHI His dream became a ereali cy 
in 1905 when the two new provinces were created. Alberta was 
the first to accept the new provincial status; four days 
later Saskatchewan declared its provincial status. 


From the time of the establishment of the North-West 


SHe raised a voice for a separate province of Alberta in 
1896. 
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territorial assembly in 1888 till 1905 when it was abolished, 
approximately 135 legislators served in that legislative ody. 
Among these legislators, several represented Alberta. Among 
these were A.C. Rutherford and A.L. Sifton, the first two 
premiers of this province; C.W. Fisher, the first speaker in 
the provincial assembly; and L.G. DeVeber, W.T. Finlay and M. 
McKenzie, who were cabinet members in the Liberal Period. 
Besides these, R.B. Bennet, Prime Minister of Canada from 1930 
fonrgso, and prominent M.L.As"s*stch” as AS. Rosenroll, 0-A. 
Simpson and J.W. Woolf, were also members of the old terri- 
torial assembly. In brief, it can be said that the North- 
West territorial assembly trained a number of politicians who 


@ventually played leading roles in the early history of Alberta. 


eee Olttical Development Since 1905 


Haultain who was largely responsible for the speedy 
political emancipation of the North-West Territories did not 
believe in the introduction of party politics into the new 
provinces and seems to have been opposed to Sir Wilfred 
Laurier's effort to establish the Liberal party in Alberta. 

No doubt he was a conservative in federal politics, but when 
it came to the administration of the new provinces he, along 
with other leading politicians of the day (Francis Oliver and 
J.H. Ross) was strongly opposed to the introduction of party 
politics into Alberta. They thought that local administration 
such as the construction of bridges and roads and the improve- 


ment of local conditions could best be done without party 
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politics. But the Liberal and Conservative parties appeared 
in the new provinces anyway and, for the time being, the 
cause of non-party government appeared lost. The Liberal 
party won the Alberta general election of 1905, winning 
twenty-one of twenty-three seats in the legislature and A.C. 
Rutherford formed the first government. For five years the 
politics of Alberta was placid and uneventful (except for the 
controversy over the location of the capital and the University 
of Alberta). In 1910, the Alberta and Great Waterways Rail- 
Way Scandal shook the Government of Rutherford to its founda- 
tion. Some cabinet members and legislators under the leader- 
Ship of Cushing revolted against the premier and three cabinet 
members; Cushing, Cross and Buchanan resigned their member- 
ship in the cabinet in 1910. Unable to cope with the situation, 
Rutherford resigned his premiership in 1910 and was succeeded 
by A.1..sSitton, who had, hitherto beén Chief Justice,ofethe 
Supreme Court of Alberta. His ministry was in power: from 1910 
tO_1917... Soon, after the general.election ofal9ljawasmover, 
AL. Sifton resigned.his provincial -premiershipate beconena 
minister in the Dominion cabinet. During his rule, two im- 
portant pieces of legislation were enacted: the Prohibition 
Act and the Women's Franchise Act. A.L. Sifton was succeeded 
by Charles Stewart whose government was in power from 1917 
BOwelo cL. 

(In the legislature elected in 1917 there sat two 


legislators who styled themselves members of the non-partisan 


League which eventually merged in the U.«F.A.~) 


2 


In 1921, a sudden drop in the price of agriculsural 
products, failure to enforce the ProOhpbreien tac ey sagrrvs ing 
feeling against eastern financiers anda growing sentiment 
for non-partisan politics led to a landslide ViGtory iotathe 
United Farmers of Alberta. The Liberal regime which had not 
needed to fear any political opposition since 1905 found 
itself brushed aside in a single election. 

As the storm of progressive farmers' movements, which 
Swept western Canada, reached Alberta, several forces joined 
hands with the new movement, among them the Non-partisan 
League formed in 1917 under the leadership of Wm. Irvine and 
the labour group under the leadership of Alexander Ross were 
important. The United Farmers of Alberta, as its name suggests, 
was a group organization of agricultural interests. It was a 
group organization and its leader, Henry Wise Wood, never 
accepted that his organization was a party. To him, party 
organization was an autocratic agency through which the monied 
people divide the people and rule. The U.F.A. started its 
muleoswith asstrong faith in delegate, democracy, and) ended, up 
with cabinet supremacy. The U.F.A. captured power in 1921 
and their first government was organized under the leadership 
of Greenfield. He was premier for only four years and his 
cabinet did not face any major political difficulties. In 


1925 he resigned and was succeeded by J.E. Brownlee. The 


transition was smooth. The U.F.A. was an agressive force 


politically, economically and socially throughout ithe 2920s. 


Besides, it took the labour group into its confidence, which 
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Was LepLesented "inthe government till 1926. Thereafter, the 
iabour members were no longer in alliance with the U.F.A. 
because their leader, A. Ross, was defeated in the general 
election of 1926 and no new labour member was taken into the 
Cabinet. The U.F.A. won the general election of 1926 and 
£930 without muchdifficulty. But the hungry thirties, 
growing unemployment and falling prices of agricultural pro- 
eucts ruined their political ‘reputations. ‘Their position ~be-— 
came still more shaky as the result of the Brownlee scandal 
in 1934, ’” Subsequently Brownlee resigned the premiership in 
1934 and R.G. Reid was asked to form the cabinet. He formed 
his cabinet in 1934 but his ministry was in power for only one 
years “In’ the 1935 general election, none of the UsF.A. candi- 
dates was elected and the Social Credit League captured poli- 
tical power. 

Unlike the Liberal party, the U.F.A. was a movement. 
It was a movement in the sense that, in opposing a system 
which was governed by the traditional parties, it opposed the 
Motion of party itself. Though avtransitorxy political woheno- 
menon it was quite aggressive and influential at the time. 
It believed in pluralism and group Organization, «nd, Con] 
sidered all party politics to be evil. The change from the 


U.F.A. period to the Social Credit period seems to be in fact 


74 seduction charge was brought against Brownlee by Miss 

Vivian MacMillan, a stenographer in the government buil— 

ding, who claimed $20,000 damages; but the claim was ultimately 
quashed by the court and Brownlee was cleared of the charge. 
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a change from "no party government" to "one party government." 
Social Credit, having originated in Great Britain, also found 
followers in Australasia; the U.F.A. was part of a regional 
North American movement. Though there were fundamental 
differences between those two regimes they had one thing in 
common. Both of them were movements and both purported to 
believe in non-party government. 

The change in 1935 was of unprecedented magnitude. 
Thirty-nine U.F.A. members had sat in the out-going legis- 
lature. Now there were no U.F.A. members, but fifty-six 
Social Crediters. The new movement attracted 54.2% of the 
vote. The election was influenced by religious appeals that 
emanated from the Prophetic Bible Institute of Calgary, and 
the promise of a $25.00 monthly bonus. Thus the success of 
the Social Credit movement was attributable less to the 
pautec OF Ghevolda order than to the Lure of the new. 

When Aberhart, "the radio-made premier" as he was 
sometimes called, formed his cabinet in 1935, many acute 
political problems were waiting for him. He could not fulfill 
his election pledge, a $25.00 dividend, within eighteen months 
of his rule. Therefore, a group of "insurgents" soon demanded 
the redemption of the pledges of the party. This pressure 
forced the government to enact a series of financial acces 1p 
TO37 which were Geclared ultra vires by the Supreme Court of 
Canada. But the insurgents attempted to bring down the cabinet 
of Aberhart. It is said that as many Social Credit M.L.A.'s 


as thirty-five supported the insurgents, but by 1937 Aberhart 
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Succeeded in making most of the insurgents return to the 
party ranks. As a result of these developments, Aberhart 
purged the insurgents from his cabinet. Since Chant would 
Pot Besign, Ne was, dismissed, C.€. Ross; Cockrofts ands huqa id 
did resign. The general election of 1940 was critical in the 
history of Social Credit movement. This time, instead of the 
$25.00 bonus, Aberhart promised a clean and honest government 
to the electorate. The electorate returned the party to power 
but with reduced strength. In 1935 they had won, fifty-six 
seats and polled 54% of the total votes; but in 1940 they won 
Only thirty-five seats and polled 43% of the total votes. It 
should also be noted that most opposition parties formed a 
EOalition to fight against the Social Credit candidates tin 
this election. Though they polled nearly as many votes (43%) 
as the Social Credit party, the opposition secured only nine- 
teen seats in the house. However, this was a great setback 
for the Social Credit party. 

In 1943 Aberhart died and was succeeded as Premier by 
B.C. Manning. The transition was smooth. | Under the sleader-— 
ship of Manning, the Social Credit party consolidated its 
political strength and remained strong throughout. It did 
suffer losses in the general election of 1955 when the Liberals 
won fifteen seats and polled 117, 741 votes, while the Social 
Credit party won thirty-seven seats and 175, 553 votes. But 
the strength of the Social Credit reached its peak to date in 
1959 and 1963. In the general election of 1959 it won sixty- 


one out of a total of sixty-five seats in the legislature, 
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and in the 1963 general election it Captured “sixty outeor 
Sixty-three seats in the assembly. During this period the 
opposition parties were practically wiped out in the legis- 
fature. However, the opposition parties, especially the 
Conservative party under the leadership of Peter Lougheed 
which polled nearly 26% of the total votes, regained strength 
in 1967 general election. 

In the early part of 1969, Manning resigned the premier- 
ship and his seat in the legislature and Harry Strom, his 
Minister of Agriculture, formed the government. ~ 

There were three premiers in each of the three politi- 
cal regimes of Alberta. Probably this the only thing in 
common among them. The Liberal regime, with its traditional 
Hametes, was quite distinct from the other two. -Though the 
U.F.A. and Social Credit were movements, they are diametrically 
@peosed inj) theix basic philosophies. ..This fact. justifies the 
Givasi onsot. the political,history of Alberta intosthres 
periods conforming to the three regimes. 

During all three regimes the opposition parties were 
very weak and the party in power had a dominant position. 

The philosophical, political and economic foundations of 
these three groups in power were distinct and often diamet- 
rically opposed. If the Liberals believed in two-party 
politics, the U.F.A. did not believe in party politics ateal), 


and the Social Credit party gives at least some evidence that 


P 
6 
j 
i 
¢ 
a 
1 
. 
‘ 
a ’ 
4) 


air J 


= 


(F 


7 i} 
J f 
; 
y € = 
. s 
a 
rv 
3 
iene | 
. 
bd 4 + ¥ 
s : } ie I 
, 
: pas r : 
} ; : 
j a aed 
j 
t ifs 
‘ < 
é 
’ 
, 
ots 
i 
j iL : 
‘ ; 
+ . 
= 
1 ? ( 
pe 
E as 
* 


a tp &, ~ es f ; Se. CE ~~ | EPS, M 
} ! ea deo k 
F { 2 hen of i Ae * 
* 
f oon vac li Fo 
i y v4 
: * 4 a . 
Pe eta) SBE) By 
Ps mht Se As Ay gia von! Joi bol 
: 7 Gt Tat BOC ig tt 
, py 4 + ay my 
‘ fe yok 
: oe’ 1” “A fea t 
F ‘ —s ‘ep peprese ues { 
. 4 wh) bI1GW Ga 4 an mph : 
H - f f Pi he 
j y 
ey ay es pet ~ We | Nees eT 
ye ILI Cie tat TOTOD — 
eee: f et ee ; Le hae ee 


ey. 


fe believes in one-party government.® 

During the Liberal period the StIONGeSe Opposite Lonm 
party was the Conservative party which elected a total of 
twenty-eight members during the years 1905-1921. On the other 
hand, the Liberal party elected a total of seventy-two members 
to une Legislatures The other parties’ of Alberta were either 
non-existent at the time or very weak and insignificant 
numerically. In brief, the Liberal party had a most favorable 
Petocertlve position from 1905 to 1921." This accounts® tor the 
title of the period: "Liberal regime." 

Similarly, the U.F.A. ruled Alberta for fourteen years 
without any fear of the opposition. The strongest opposition 
party during this period was the Liberal party which elected 
@ cOtal of thirty-two members in the three Glections held 
Buring the U-F.A.~period. ~ The Non-partisan League merged with 
the U.F.A. in 1921 and there was an alliance between the labour 
ecoupsnd the U.F.A. which Lasted: for five: years -fromylo Jiao 
1926. These forces made the U.F.A. impregnable. The U.F.A. 
Won solid majorities in’ the three elections Guring thie period: 
He elected fifty-five different legislators. All these oncer- 
vations justify calling this period the U.F.A. regime. 

If the Liberal and the U.F.A. periods can be called 
regimes, the Social Credit party has been in power for the 


last thirty-four years, from 1935 to 1969. This time period 


BieaGes its slogan in the 1963 election, when a 63-seat 
“legislature was elected: "Sixty-three in “sixty-three. 
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is double the length of the Liberal regime and two-and-one- 
mosey times’ the length of the U.F.A. regime: Even at its) Low- 
Serrcobe, lt had a solid majority in the legislature. ~in sev 
ecalevelections it virtually wiped out ‘the opposition partres. 
On the whole the Social Credit party elected 164 different 
members to the legislature; during the same period the Liberals 
elected twenty-three members to the legislature, and the 
Conservatives eleven. In other words, all the opposition 
Parties were only a tiny part in the legislature. No party 
was ever able to challenge the position of the Social Credit 
meee lence, its period-in office has a claimuto the sti tie 
"regime." 

imosum, Alberta politics jis diwided=into, threes sas. 
torical periods so distinct that much of this work aaa deal 


with comparisons among them. 
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CHAPTER 21 


A DESCRIPTI VE ACCOUNT OF SOCIAL 


BACKGROUNDS OF LEGISLATORS 


This Chapter contains a detailed account of the birth- 
places, ages at the time of election, levels of education, 
ethnic origins, religious denominations, father's status or 
occupation, previous political experience, tenures and poli- 
fecal affiliations of Alberta Legislators. 

There were, in all, 432 distinct legislators in 
Alberta,! Their distribution among the political regimes is 
as follows: 109 were first elected in the Liberal regime, 98 
in the U:F.A. and 225 in the Social Credit period. Among the 
109 legislators of the Liberal era, thirteen members also 
served in the U.F.A. period. While three legislators served 
throughout the Liberal period, twenty-three members sat during 
the entire U.F.A. era. All of them, except one, were U.F.A. 
members. But none of them managed to survive the election of 
1935 to serve, in, the Social Credit period. During the 
Molitical ‘transition of 1935, five members,; three Liberais 


and two Conservatives, were re-elected and thus served in both 


lthe statistics are based on the figures found in the 


appropriate volumes of the Canadian Parliamentar Guide. 


Those legislators who resigned immediately after they were 
elected either to give place for defeated candidates or due 
to any other reason, are excluded from this study. Included 


are legislators elected during the years 1905-1967. 


ey, Joly, who was a U.F.A. member in 1930, joined the 
Social Credit party after 1935 and returned to the legislature 


mn 1952. 
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20 
U.F.A. and Social Credit regimes. Though the average tenure 


of the Social Credit M.L.A.'s is much higher than it is’ in 
the case of M.L.A.'s of the other two regimes, only one mem- 
ber of the Social Credit era has served from 1935 to the 
present day (1969). The credit of being legislator for the 
dongest period goes to A.J. Hooke. E.C. Manning would have 
shared this distinction had he not resigned his seat in the 
early part of 1969. 

The turnover of legislators at the general elections 
of Alberta is shown in Table II-1 and Figure II-l. 

The turnover of legislators in the general elections 
which mark the beginning of new regimes (1921, 1935) was very 
high; it was highest in the general election of 1935 which 
inaugurated the Social Credit regime. Only five persons, or 

% of the total members, were re-elected. In 1921, only 
thirteen members were re-elected. One noteworthy feature is 
that turnover of legislators in the general elections held 
during the U.F.A. period was very stable; in both the 1926 
ahd 1930 general elections thirty-nine members were re-elected. 
On the other hand, turnover of legislators in the general 
@lections held during the Social Credit era varied. The scurn-— 
over rate was subject to ups and downs during this period. 
Re-election of members varied from 56.1% in the 1940 general 


election to 79.4% in the general election of 1963. 


2.1 Ages at Which the Legislators were First Elected 


The ages of the legislators when they were first elected 


to the legislature are grouped under ten separate categories 
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TABLE, Dia! 


TURNOVER OF LEGISLATORS IN THE 


GENERAL ELECTIONS OF ALBERTA 


Poel 


Year of the TOcals No. Nos ror) Re= Percent-— 

General Election Elected Elected Members ages 
1905 25 a = 
£9.09 Al 16 39.0 
HOLS 56 23 AL pd. 
Ros 58 19 38.8 
BOL ay) 5s 2220 
1926 60 39 6'5...0 
1930 63 39 62.0 
L935 63 5 S20 
1940 Dif 32 561 
1944 60 S7 G17 
1948 Bil 45 4 Des.0 
1952 61 41 Sve 
1955 61 42 6g29 
1959 65 40 61.5 
1963 63 50 79.4 
1967 65 46 7.05.3 
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as shown in Table II-2. The ages of 404 legislators at that 


juncture are known. The average age of these 404 legislators 
, 
when first elected,was 45.7 years. The data indicate that the 


number of the legislators first elected as youths, at an age 


TABLEe EL 2 


AGE GROUPS OF LEGISLATORS WHEN FIRST 


ELECTED TO THE LEGISLATURE 


Age Group No. 2 
Ae 25 2 

Zoe 0 Young 1 L6"% 6 
oie 5 46 

36 - 40 65 

mee 45 Middle 80 70.8 
AG — 50 Age 66 

DL = 5 75 

Gs ai 10.0 30 

6a -=8.6,5 Old 13 Bs 
66 and over 8 
We an ee eS ee 
Not Known 28 


Pe, cnc Stes i eee 
Grand Total 432 
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below thirty-five years, was comparatively small. Only 16.63 
of the legislators belong: to this group. On the other hand, 
two hundred and eighty-six legislators, or 70.8% of the men- 
bers, were middle age (36-55 years) when they first entered 
ebevlegislature. Only 12.6% of the members were.of relatively 
old age, of more than fifty-five years, when first elected. 
Two members entered the legislature before reaching the age of 
twenty-six. thomas tA. Brick, a Liberal, born aingcronotonur 
Quebec, entered the first legislative assembly at the age of 
twenty-five. The youngest member elected so far is R.C. Clark, 
Dae present Minister of Education. Born in 1937 in Alberta, 
Bememeered the legislature after ta/by-election in 19607 ae 
mnemage Of twenty-three. At the other extreme, “ergnt leqis— 
lators were first elected when they were past the "normal" 
Poemrementeage of sixty-five. First elected al the highest 
age was Joseon M. Scruggs, born in the United States in 1339, 
ellectea to the legislature in the general electiom of 2950 


atthe” age of seventy. 


2.2 Birth-places of Legislators 


The places of birth of legislators are shown in Table 
Polio.  'heterm fee rtne piace: is interpreted to mean not town- 
ship or city, but province in the case of Canadian born 
legislators and country in the case of legislators born outside 
The table shows that Ontario-born legislators consti- 


Canada. 


tute the largest single group. Of 413 legislators about whom 


faiea ave. available, 128 were born an Ontario. This group 
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Doi, as 
PLACES OF “BIRTH OF LEGISLATORS 
ieee ager ae 8 ee er ee eee 


Places OL Birth No. 3 


SSE ae a aa a en eee SS ae 


Alberta 79 as ees 
Ontario 128 SHG 
Quebec 16 Sad 
Prince Edward Island 9 Fie, We 
Nova Scotia SBA Piel 
New Brunswick 10 2.4 
Manitoba 10 ae 
British Columbia 3 ORT 
Saskatchewan i ea 
England 37 
scotland 20 
Ireland 8 ZiGres 
United States 50 
Australia a 
Souch Africa 1 
Russia-Ukraine (2+5) Hi 
ely. 4 
Denmark 2 
Sweden ak 
Austria 8 sels 
Hungary “ 
Netherlands 1 
Rumania 1 
China 1 
India a 
ee na 4 ee 
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Not Known 19 
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constitutes 31% of the legislators. Though Ontario was a 
prolific source of Alberta's legislators in the beginning of 
Alberta's political history, there has been a declining trend 
over the course of time.* This is quite understandable in 
mene Light’of the historical background of Alberta. The young 
and sparsely populated province was gradually developing a 
population) similar. to that of. the rest of the prairie. In 
the first two political regimes of Alberta, there was not a 
pumgleslegislator born in Alberta... It. is during: the Social 
Credit era that there is an increase in the number of legis- 
lators born in the province. Seventy-nine legislators or 
19.23 of the total membership were born in Alberta. Another 
feature that deserves our attention is that more than 94% of 
ene legislators were born in areas influenced primarily by 
the Anglo-Saxon culture. It is also interesting to note that 
140 legislators or 33.9% were born outside of Canada. Twenty-one | 
members were born in Continental European countries. One 
member each was born in Chinae. India, Austraiia and South 
Werica. Thus the places of birth of Alberta legislators ware 
scattered over a large part of the globe. 

Regarding the specific birth place there is information 
But in the classification of these birth 


on 401 members. 


places as rural and urban, some problems are involved. Since 


3The birth-places of legislators in the threo regimes 
are compared in Chapter III. 
‘The members born in China and India were of Anglo- 


Saxon extraction. 
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the birth places of the members are scattered over many 
countries, and since many were born many decades ago, the 
weiter did not find age easy to ascertain whether a given 
birth place was rural or urban. Furthermore, a place which 
was deemed as "rural" 100 years ago might have ceased to be 
rural now. It can, however,be said that the majority of 
members were born in rural areas. The author's interpre- 
tation of available data suggests that 264 members, or 65.63, 
were born in rural areas and 137 members, or 34.4% in urban 


areas. 


2.3 Educational Levels of Legislators 
Education levels of our population are shown in Table 
II-4. Data are available on 421 members. Available infor- 


Mation suggests that out of the 421 members, 139 or 33% had 


TABLE II-4 


EDUCATIONAL LEVELS OF LEGISLATORS 


ed 


Educational Level No. g 

Rea Re) Oke See ee ee ee eee 
Less than High School Doo S340 
High School 72 bhy Pal 
Collegiate Education 56 fs es: 


University Degree 


Or Training 154 36.6 
SSS 
421 100 


Total 
ee 
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a low level of education. (Any education less than high 
school is considered a low level of education for the purpose 
of this description). Those who had only public school educa- 
tion or private education come under this Category. ~ Further, 
seventy-two members or 17.1% had high school education. 
Another group of fifty-six members, or 13.3%, had collegiate 
and technical school education. All legislators who had 
Pcucaeionesinetechnical institutes, collégés or business 
colleges are grouped under the category of "collegiate éduca- 
tion." In essense, this level of education represents post- 
high school education, but not university education. Finally, 
an impressive number of 154 legislators, or 36.6%, either had 
some university education, or they held a university degree. 

A search into the places where this higher education 
was obtained reveals a plethora of institutions of higher edu- 
cation which are scattered over several provinces of Canada, the 
lec. A., england, Ireland, Scotland and Prance. Seventy-one 
members were educated in Alberta, forty-seven in Ontario, 
thirty-two in United States and sixteen in Quebec. Three 
of the legislators were educated at Harvard University, one 
ih Oxford, and one at the University of Paris.” The Univer- 
sities of Alberta and Toronto have trained fifty-eight and 


twenty-four legislators respectively. 


-neVveber and Tweedie of the Liberal period and Lougheed 
Of Social Credit period were graduated of Harvard University; 
Giroux of the U.F.A. and Social Credit eras graduated in the 
University of Paris; Campbell and Stuart in Trinity College 
and Martin in the University of Oxford. 
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TABLE II-5 


PLACES WHERE HIGHER EDUC.:TION WAS OBTAINED 


re ee ee eee 


Place No. 
ee IES ee ee Sale een 

Alberta ek 

Ontario 47 

Saskatchewan 4 

Manitoba 9 

British Columbia 2 

New Brunswick 2 

Nova Scotia 5 

Prince Edward Island 4 

Quebec ; 16 

United States 32 

England 9 

Scotland 5 

Ireland 2 

France 1 
Miler eet Yet ls ee od, Rg eee ee 

fotac. 209~ 


a gue ppp Pr EE TC eee 


*The discrepancy in the figures shown here and in 
the Table II-4 is due to the fact that the same 
person may have studied in several universities. 
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Oe Occupations of Members 


The occupational patterns of the legislators are 
complex. They are confusing because sometimes the same 
person had different occupations at different SEagecwou 
his or her life. Besides, there are also instances where 
the same person had more than one occupation at the same 
time. For example, ranching and farming, or farming and 
storekeeping as occupations were pursued by the same person 
at the same time. However, an attempt was made, as far as 
possible, to take into account that occupation which the 
member pursued just before his election to the legislature. 
The occupations of the members are categorized into a few 
broad groupings as shown in Table II-6. Data are available 
on 424 legislators. There were 139 legislators, or 32.8%, 
who had pursued business or management as their main occu- 
Bation. “This constitutes the largest single group. | Nexe 
comes farming which accounts for 134 members, or 31.6% 
©f the legislators. “Fifty-one members, or 122 of the, legis- 
lators, were=lawyers. Medicine, including dentistry, has 
had considerable representation; twenty-three legislators 
ore doctors. Forty-five members, or 10.6% of the legis- 
lators, were teachers. While eight legislators were 
engineers another eight members came from the Civil service. 
Labour was represented by only five members, or 1.2% of the 
total. All other occupations are brought under the heading 
and this group consists of eleven members, including 


"orhexrs” 


housewives, clergy, and one author. 
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TABLE) ia—6 


OCCUPATIONS OF MEMBERS 


Occupation No. B 
Business and 139 Zo 
Management 
Farming 134 34.6 
Law 51 nee 4 
Teaching 45 10.6 
Medicine 23 54 
Engineering 8 LD 
Civil Service 8 bed 
Labour 5 be 
Others: Housewives 
| Clergy del 2.6 
eer 0! US See Se OE ae Se ee eee 
Total 424 
RN Ee 5 SS ee eee 
Not Known 8 
bea 0 jen) ee 8 ee 
Grandial otal 432 
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moo. Ethnic Origins of Members 


AS regards ethnic origin, data on 402 legislators are 
available. The information, whether obtained from the 
Parliamentary Guide, correspondence or interviews, all corres- 
ponds with the Canadian practice of giving the ro“iginal”™ 
origin, thus avoiding the category "Canadian." The bulk of 
legislators belong to the Anglo-Saxon ethnic group. This 
group, consisting of 319 members, accounts for slightly less 
than 80% of the legislators. This group may be subdivided into 
four divisions, namely, English, Scottish, Irish and American. 
Though all Americans (United States) may not necessarily belong 
to the Anglo-Saxon ethnic group, they were at least strongly 
influenced by an Anglo-Saxon culture. Among the subdivisions 
of the Anglo-Saxon group, legislators originating from the 
English Stock formthe greatest number, consisting of 134 
members, or 33.3%. Next come the legislators who are Scottish 
ivorigin. The Irish element is also significantein terms of 
its proportion: sixty members, or 15% of the legislators, were 
irish invortqim. Among the Anglo-Saxon ethnic groups, the 
American subdivision, consisting of sixteen, was the smallest. 
The number of legislators who are descended from the French 
ethnic group is small, amounting to only twenty-three legis- 
latorsyeores.7%. All other ethnic groups are Continental 
European and they are grouped under the heading "others." 
Together they constituted 14.9% of the legislators. Among 


them the Ukrainians with eighteen members, or 4.5% of the 


total legislators, are significant. Neither the American 
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TABLE II-7 


ETHNIC ORIGINS OF ALBERTA LEGISLATORS 


SIL IS SSS SSS 


Ethnic Group No. B 
English 134 3358 
Scottish 109 Peg PEA 
Irish 60 Lo 
American 16 4.0 
French 20 sieed/ 
Others: Danish 6 
Norwegian i 
Swedish 4 
Ttalian 3 
Dutch 3 
Austrian 2 
Romanian i 14.9 
Swiss 1 
Hungarian 1 
Belgian 1 
Czechoslovak A 
Russian : 
Ukrainian aR 
German = 
(ee ers Se ee 

Not Known ay 

Ne 


Grand Lota. ; 
Me DC elcome s ee eee 


ee ee eee 
ou z z 


34 


Indians nor persons of any other non-European ethnic Group 
ever ‘became legislators. 
2-6 Religious Denominations of Legislators 

The re ae denominations of 408 members are known, 
puceane presented in Table II-8. Though all the legislators 
were Christians, they belonged to many sub-sections of that 
religion. Some of the smaller sects are combined with 
related major religious units with a view to making the 
Geescription less comples. For example, Greek Catholic 
legislators are grouped under Catholic; those declaring 
themselves as Ukrainian, Greek and Rumanian Orthodox are 
included under Orthodox. Among the legislators, the 
Sarced Church of Canada takes the first position. Though 
this church came into existence only in 1925, eighty- 
six legislators are listed as its members. Since the 
United Church was formed of all Methodists, all Congregation- 
alists, and some Presbyterians, the listings for these 
denominations must be treated with caution. In any event, 
the United Church, its components, and non-United Presbyterians 
bogether account for 50.9% of the legislators. Forty-seven 
Oo 11.5% of tegislators belonged to™the Chufbem Of Engtana. 
There were twenty-four Baptist legislators who constituted 
5.9% of the total membership. Nineteen legislators belonged 


; 6 
to the Mormon Church, and ten to Evangelical sects. Eleven 


ae category is composed of eight sub-groups: Free 
Masons, Calgary Bible Institute, Church. Of Brethren,. Gusset ian 
2 7 7 . . . 
Missionary Alliance, Reformed Christian Church, Unitarian 


Church and Masonic Order and Evangelical. 
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RELIGIOUS DENOMONATIONS OF LEGISLATORS 


a a Ee 


Religious Denomination No. 3 

Presbyterian 80 EOS 6 
Methodist BT Se (0) 
Cong regationist 5 PZ 
Una ted. ‘Church of Canada* 86 orlvee!: 


United Church of Canada plus 


Presoycer tai Sub sroraL 208 5 OES, 
Church of England 47 Lis 
Lutheran 9 Zine 
Baptist 24 Ss) ns) 
Evangelical Sects ies Dik 
Mormon ae) peel 
Undenominated Protestant 33 B22 
Protestants - Sub Total 35 e1. BOLL 
Orthodox 2 Pe ee 
Catholic** 45 AL 


Total 408 100 
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Not Known 24 
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*A part of Presbyterians, Methodist, Congregationists 


merged with the United Church of Canada when it was 


established in 1925. 


k*kFPive Greek Catholics are included in this group. 
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per cent of the legislators were Catholaes », and.2 «9%. Orthodox. 
Protestant legislators far outnumbered all OChers , .occountrnd 


for 86.1% of all members of the legislature. 


ae? Father's Status or Occupation 


At the outset, the writer would like to make it clear 
that the data on this subject are most insufficient. To Ler— 
mation was found for only 233 of the 432 members. Even for 
these 233 legislators, the available information does not 
permit a clear-cut classification. We know definitely that 
eighty-four of legislators' fathers were farmers, that thirty— 
four were in business, that thirteen were professional people, 
that eight were clergymen and that seven were politicians. 

All we can say of the remaining eighty-one members is that 
seventy came from families of some social or economic standing, 


while seventeen came from poor families. 


2.8 Previous Political Experience of Legislators 

Information is available about the political experience 
Of 383 legislators. The term "political experience” is) used 
in a broad sense. It means experience gained in the legis- 
lative bodies of municipalities, provinces of Canada or other 


eountries,;,.or in party organization, or through personal 


involvement. in: elections. 


The largest single group is composed of legislators 


who most probably had no political experience. / But this 


Trhe writer has come to this conclusion on two grounds: 
First, where the source of information has made it clear that 
the legislator had no political experience; such cases are 
rare. Second,if the source of information mentions political 
experience along with other information of some members but 
does not mention anything about political experience of others 
on whom biographical information is given. All such cases are 
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37 
does not mean that these legislators were insignificant. As 
a matter of fact, many legislators who come under thi s*group 
were socially prominent figures. Many of them were presidents 
or secretaries of various social and/or religious organi- 
zations. 

A large proportion of the legislators who had previous 
political experience had obtained that experience in Alberta. 
One hundred eighty-six members, or 84.2%, had their political 
training in Alberta; thirteen members, or 5.9% had acquired 


political experience in the province of Ontario; nine members, 


TABLE. L1=9 


PREVIOUS POLITICAL EXPERIENCE OF MEMBERS 


Type of Political Experience No. % 
PUNE LIEU er Ys ee ee eee 
Legislative Experience ashe) 365.35 
Organizational Experience 50 137.0 

Experience through Personal 
Involvement in Elections 32 Bi..4 
No Political Experience 162 AQ 3 
Total 383°, 100 
nnn UnnnnnEET EET 
49 


Not Known 
ee 9 i Ee 
Grand Total 432 
ne teens of. fy Peters) 


oe 


Pyar ey . ‘ Powe Ly 
he A ee nee lms Al dln ll an 


vey 2 


/ = et | j 
P pie kha een ji = : , 
os ; Se ee Oe a a lg a 
Sherwani, SA eee 
Yi J : i - ; on Py 


ah 
i aN 


¥, { 
‘ pu, , 
7 ’ a ; 
i t Late 
is 
t r } 
" 
} be 
t 
i 
1 ie 
ee 


Aa _ n - i } » 
emma ae age elena a ee Mm ome: Henly ae 
Wu r i‘ Las eee ta aie <) 
| a en Vice 7 % ‘ ety 
; a a 
ty ’ 4 7 ie f nae 
{Obes fl 
s eo ta 


pan Os VAD. anes | ; 
‘3 z + ae ite 


orn 


i were 


~ 


ig 


ti 


f , 3952 


1: SU0EvRR: 


38 
or 4.1%, had been members of the Territorial Assembly of the 
North-West Territories and lastly, it is interesting to note 
that sevenmembers had their political training’ in ‘the’ federal 


parliament of Canada.® 


TABLE (ii 


PLACES WHERE PREVIOUS POLITICAL 


EXPERIENCE OBTAINED 


Place No. 2 
Alberta 186 84.2 
Ontario is Spc he, 
North-West Territorial 

Assembly 9 | 4.1 
Federal Parliament d Suk 
New Brunswick 2 

Prince Edward Island il PE | 
Wr. At 2 
Saskatchewan 1 


Mota l PARE 100 


Srnec nn ee 


a G- Mackay, of the Liberal period, had been minister 
in the Government of Ontario. DeVeber, Rutherford, Hoadley, 
Bennett, Sifton, J.W. Woolfe, Simpson, Rosenroll, and Fisher 
had been members of the N.W.T. assembly. Horner, Shaw (1921- 
1925), Landeryou (1935-1940), Hansell, Holowach and Johnston 
had been members of the Federal House of Commons before they 


were elected to the legislature of Alberta. 
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eo) Lenures of Legislators 


VabileIi-1l’ shows that 202" legislators; %or 46%sseon 
whom data are available, served periods of five years or less; 
Most of these were elected only once. Therefore, close?to one 
base Of the legislators’ served in one legislative period only. 
Paotier 1l2>members, or 25.9%," served tor periods Of six to 
come Years.) Seventy-two legislators, or 16.7%, served for 
periods of eleven to fifteen years. One hundred and eighteen 
legislators served the legislature for more than eleven years; 
of these, twenty-three did indeed serve for more than twenty- 
one years. At this point we should note that some of the 
members whose tenures are included in the above categories 
ere still serving as legislators and they will serve for 


longer periods. 


TABEER 2a —el 


TENURES OF LEGISLATORS 


Tenure (in years) No. z 
0-5 202 46.8 
6-10 inky 25.9 
ible ie, ee L6 7 
16-20 ra Blane 
Daa 2S ah) 350 
26-30 6 1.4 
31-35 4 9 
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Finally, it may be worthwhile to present the cases 
where breaks in the legislative tenures of the legislators 
occurred, or cases where legislative tenure was terminated 
during a teeter period. In seventy-three cases there was 
either a break in tenure or tenure was terminated either due 


<O death or resignation.” 


As has been pointed out in Chapter I, a study of party 
politics,of Alberta indicates that political parties were 
considered as unneccessary for the good administratvonof che 
new province by several political figures. The Non-partisan 
League, formed in 1917, dilsappeared soon after but the 
progressive farmers who influenced the Canadian politics in 
Gie 1920"s were in favour Of non-=party politics. Since the 
farmers were in power in Alberta, they supported that idea 
g@mamcepe tt alive for years to come. “The U. bay sever cared 
themselves a party and advocated non-party politics in the 
Brovince. This was also true, at least initially); ol jeocra 
Credit. The numbers and strength of political parties of 
Alberta should be considered in the light of this background. 

The political affiliations of members are shown in 
Hanle Ti-12. The Liberal and the Conservative parties, ase 


the two oldest parties of Alberta, having been active since 


the province was created in 1905. Whereas the Liberal party 


9 ination Or Dreak, Of TEnNUrecs or wc 
Details of termination 
members are given in the Appendix. Not all of the apparent 
changes of constituency listed there were real ones. 
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TABLE II-12 


POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS OF MEMBERS 


Tree 


Party No. % 
Conservative 49 ines 
U.F.A. 56 Heya) 
SOcier Credit 164 33)..0 
Socialist & Labour 12 260 
Celats ec eD Jr. 5 Lieu 
Independent 26 630 
Soldier Representatives | 5) v2 
Total 432 LOO G 


has elected 115 legislators, the Conservative party has 
elected only 49 Yeqgietarons ee Their representatives are 
found in all three regimes in the history of Alberta. Neither 
the C.C.F.-N.D.P. nor the Socialist party has ‘ever ‘had a 
numerically strong position in the province. The other two 
parties, namely the U.F.A. and Social Credit, having been 


initially movements against "party," had meteoric rises. The 


U.F.A. disappeared from the political scenevtin 19SStaimas teas 


101 ,aependent Liberals, independent Conservatives and 
independent Social Credit members are considered as Liberals, 
Conservatives or Social Crediters respectively and grouped 


eecoraingly. 
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42 
suddenly as it had appeared in 1924.7" The Social Credit 
movement has managed to stay in power from the time it Cap= 
tured power from the U.F.A. in 1935. It has elected 164 
legislators to 1967. The U.F.A. elected its first member in 
“aioe in all it elected 56 members. An insignificant 
number of 12 members belonged to the Socialist-Labour party. 
Twenty-six legislators belonged to minor political groups. 
Broadly speaking they were independents. Members belonging 
to the Non-partisan League and Unity groups are included in 
the independents! list. 

The Labour party was very active during the U.F.A. 
period. As a matter of fact fourteen members out of the 
party's total membership of seventeen, were elected during 
the U.F.A. regime. There was an informal coalition between 
the U.F.A. and the Labour party during this period. The fact 
that Alex Ross who was a Labour representative was taken into 
the U.F.A. cabinet illustrates the point. During World Wars 
IT and II it was found desirable to give special representation 
to those who were fighting the war. Soldiers were allowed to 
elect two representatives during World War I and three during 
World War II. This system was in force only during the war 
and was therefore in force only for the general) elections jor 


ow L. Jolly who was U.F.A. legislator from 1921 to 
1930, became a Social Crediter and was elected on that label 


wr) 2952. 
123 1exander Moore was elected in the Cochrane by-election 
one 20S ms ee 
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Poy and 1944. 

The Conservative party was comparatively strong during 
tEeewliberal period. Though its strength declined in o2i ere 
has persisted on the political scene of the province. In 1967, 
fie party managed to regain the official opposition status it 


had lost 46 years earlier. 


ion Summary 


A remarkable fact noted here is the almost complete 
turnover of membership in 1921 and 1935, when the U.F.A. and 
Social Credit, both new movements, were swept into office. 
Bars turnover’ justifies treating the three periods), 12905—=1921, 
1921-1935, and 1935 to the present as separate regimes. In 


the next chapter, the legislators of these three periods will 


be compared. 


Chap teed 


A COMPARISON OF LEGISLATORS OF THE 


DIPPERENT POLITICAL PERIODS 


In the previous chapter a general description of 
legislators of Alberta was presented. In this chapter, 
PEiemltegislators first elected under the Liberal, the te eoA- 
and the Social Credit regimes are compared with reference to 
enelG age at' first “election, place of ‘birth, education, 
Peaupation, ethnic origin, religious denomination, previous 
political experience, parental status, tenure and political 


Barry. 


woe ages of Legislators at Time "of First Electron 

Data on this topic, as mentioned in the previous 
Ghapter, are limited to 404 members. “The ages”of legislators 
when first elected are listed under ten groups which are 
shown in Table III-l. The data suggest that there is 
little variation among the different regimes along this di- 
mensions) In all political negimes, legislators first elec- 
ted between the ages of thirty-six and fifty=five Lar aur— 
numbered the rest. Specifically, 70.2%, 76.6% and 68.4% of 


Heqistators during the Liberal, the U.P. A. -and. the, soeigt 


Credit regimes belonged to these groups respectively. The 


Member of those elected at a young age (35 years and pelow) 
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TABLE III-1 


COMPARATIVE VIEW OF AGE GROUPS 
OF LEGISLATORS WHEN FIRST ELECTED TO 


THE ALBERTA LEGISLATURE DURING DIFFERENT REGIMES 


Liberal UGE As Social Credit 
Age Group Regime Regime Regime 

No. S No. % No. S 
eee 2 5 1 Le0 0 ut Aye 
Zou 30 6 See 2 Ze cit 563 
| 35 Lie BOs D2 ie? ty) Sa 
Bo - "40 2) Ua Wah ho Seen ys) 32 L533 
aa 645 Ze = 23100 7g I PAP) 35 tend. 9/ 
a6 > 50 i Gh on I ORES) ik Rue BSS 37 eye 
ee OO OME oo Z0r pee 59 G6 
bor, 00 3 Swi) 6 6.4 oA 1621 
ba - 65 2 SEA) ui bee: 10 Ave] 
66 & above iL LESS) ii Let 6 2.9 
TOtea L 101 100.0 94 100.0 209 peo 0 
Pewee 8 a eee ee 


Grand Total 109 98 225 
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was Slightly higher in the Liberal regime than in the other 
two regimes. Whereas the Liberal regime had 23.8% legis- 
lators who were in this category, the U.F.A. and the Social 
Gredit Soak had only 14.9% and 13.9% of them respectively. 
On the other hand, the Social Credit regime had the high- 
est percentage of members first elected after the age of 


55, and the Liberal regime the lowest. 


Oez= Birth=Places of Legislators 

Ontario had been, for a long time, the cradle of a 
large number of Alberta legislators. During the Liberal 
regime 54.1% of legislators were born in Ontario. Though 
the number of legislators born in Ontario diminished grad- 
Heatly, still Ontario-born legislators constituted: the largest 
Single group in the first two regimes, and during the Social 
Credit regime it was second to Alberta-born legislators. 
While 54.1% of the legislators were born in Ontario during 
tie -Lrberal rule; 32-73 and 18% of -legislatorsrofthe=Uar sa. 
and Social Credit regimes were born in Ontario respectively. 
Another RSS feature is the total lack of Alberta- 
born legislators in the first two regimes. During the 
Social Credit regime, however, we notice a sharp increase 
in the number of Alberta-born legislators with 36.9% of 
legislators being native-born during this regime. A large 
in all three political regimes, 2.2. 


number of legislators, 


75.32. 50% and 68.7% of legislators during the Liberal, the 
° Of 
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TABLE (III-2) 
A. COMPARATIVE TABLE OF BIRTH PLACES OF LEGISLATORS 
Liberal 


Cie aa SoGial Credit 


Place Of Birth 


Alberta 

Ontario 

British Columbia 
Manitoba 

New Brunswick 

Nova Scotia 

Prince Edward Island 
Quebec 

Saskatchewan 


Subtotal, Canada 
England 
Scotland 
Ireland 
United States 
Russia 

ically 
Austria 

Seuch Africa 
China 

India 

Rumania 
Denmark 
Sweden 
Australia 
Hungary 
Netherlands 


SSN ee a 


Total 


Not Known 0 
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U.F.A. and the Social Credit regimes were born in Canada 
respectively. Next comes the United Kingdom; England, 
Scotland and Ireland together have given birth to a con- 
Siderable number of Alberta's legislators. 11.4% of leg 
islators of the Liberal regime, 27.7% legislators of the 
U.F.A. regime and 12.6% of legislators of the Social Credit 
regime were born in the United Kingdom. Further, the United 
States has contributed a large number of legislators to 
Alberta. This contribution has increased over a period of 


time, rising from 7.6% during the Liberal regime to 13.63% 


in the Social Credit regime. 


eo ssHaucCational Levels 

Educational levels of legislators of different 
political regimes are shown in Table III-3. This table 
shows that a large percentage (43.8%) of legislators of 
the Liberal regime had attained a lower level of education 
EMermueheir counterparts dn the U.F.A. gand the SocralyCredie 
regimes. Of the U.F.A. and the Social Credit regimes 39.8% 
and 24.8% of legislators respectively, come under this 
category. Conversely, the Social Credit régime contains 
the largest number of well-educated legislators. lLegisla- 
tors with university training (during Social Credie era) 


are compared to population in Chapter VII. For other regimes 


there is no reliable data. 
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TABLE? If i-5 


EDUCATIONAL LEVELS OF LEGISLATORS OF 


DIFFERENT REGIMES 


Level of Liberal USE A. Social Credit 
Education Regime Regime Regime 
No. % No. g No. Z 


Less than 


High School 46 43.8 39 39.8 54 24.8 
Haeon Schoo! 9 8.6 v] pi 56 Coen) 
Collegiate 

Education Li L2eo 19 19.4 24 tld Lee) 
University Degree 

or Training oa Do are 3 Oe 84 SS..5 
Total 05 10,0;.0) OSLO. © 218 LOO 0 
Not Known 4 0 i 


att hn ee 


Grand Total 109 98 225 
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3.4 Occupations of Members of Different Regimes 


A large number of legislators during the Liberal and 
the Social Credit regimes had business as their main occu- 
pation. In other words, 38.3% of legislators of the Liberal 
period and 35.3% of legislators of the Social Credit period 
were businessmen just before they were elected to the leg- 
islature. This group constituted the largest single group 
in these two periods. But this group takes the second 
peace in the U.F.A. period. Only 2179%°of legislators 
were businessmen during the farmer-based regime. As might 
be expected, legislators who were farmers constituted the 
largest group. Fifty per cent of the legislators of this 
period were farmers. In the Liberal and the Social Credit 
periods, the number of legislators who pursued farming con- 
stituted the second largest group. During these periods 
30.8% and 24% of the legislators respectively were farmers. 
Next in the order comes the legal profession. An appre- 
Ciable number of legislators of all periods listed law as 
their main occupation. However, its strength has declined 
in the course of time, from 17.8% during the liberal period 
to 9% in the Social Credit regime. The teaching occupation, 
almost unrepresented during the Liberal regime, grew to 17.2% 
ausing the Social Credit period. » During the’ U.F-A. period, 
5.223 of the members had been teachers. The sharp increase 


in teacher legislators in the Social Credit regime was sig- 


naled by the fact that William Aberhart, the founder of the 
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TABLE Iii-4 


COMPARATIVE VIEW OF OCCUPATIONS OF LEGISLATORS 


Liberal Uo Ase Social Credit 
Occupation Regime Regime Regime 

No. S No. % No. 3 
Business and 
Management 40 3663 24 2469 78 SESS 
Farming 33 30.3 48 5On0 53 24.0 
Law Loe ease, elle eles 20 9.0 
Teaching L 0.0 6 Ga 38 bye 
Medicine 8 cae) 2 Zak 13 ees, 
Engineering Z 3 3 
Labour Z a Z 
Civil Service 0 5.6 2 Tes 6 8.6 
Clergy A 0 4 
Pee peives. se.) } As 3 tee ee ee 
Total _107__100.0.5 96) 100.0) 221 ae 
Not Known 2 _ coco, iio owe. saaieeeel ee eee 
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Social Credit movement, himself was a teacher and became 

the Premier as well as Education Minister of Alberta after 
he and his followers captured political power in 1935. The 
largest number of M.L.A.s who were doctors, was found in the 
Liberal era. While the Liberal period had 7.5% medical 
M.L.A.s, the U.F.A. and the Social Credit periods contained 
2.1% and 5.9% of them respectively. Finally, all other 
occupations including labour were numerically insignificant. 
Even the U.F.A. period, with its essentially pro-labour 
stand and various labour and socialist members, only saw 


one Single worker in the legislature. 


Seo, Comparison of Legislators’ EthnicsOrigins 


If we just glance at the figures related to ethnic 
origins of legislators which are shown in Table III-5, we 
will be impressed by the fact that legislators belonging to 
the Anglo-Saxon stock far outnumbered the rest and have 
Maintained a dominant position in all political periods of 
Alberta's history. However, there has been a gradual decrease 
in the strength of this group. This group, composed of 
the English, the Irish, and the Scottish elements, con- 
stituted 86.5%, 76.6% and 69.2% of the legislators of 
the Liberal, the U.F.A. and the Social Credit periods re- 
eee Further, though the strength of Anglo-Saxon 
ethnic groups as a whole declined in number, the number of 


legislators belonging to the English ethnic group has 


Ticradced trom 20-23 during the Liberal’ era 
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TABLE III-5 


CROSS-COMPARISON OF LEGISLATORS! 


ETHNIC ORIGINS 


Liberal U.F.A. Social Credit 
Ethnic Group Regime Regime Regime 

No. 3 No. S No. S 
English 29 203 uh S360 74 Ser 
Scottish 36 34.9 26 PSS - 47 PIES) 
Erish 24 PE CIANS 15 16.0 on EA 75 
French 5 4.9 Yi 7.4 el 5.4 
Russian- 
Ukrainian a .o 4 4.3 14 6.8 
American (U.S.) 1 29 5 533 10 4.9 
Swedish 2 0 2 
Dutch i 0 2 
Swiss av 0 0 
German 2s 3 6 
Danish 1 1 4 
Belgian 0 6.8 0 6.4 1 La<7 
Norwegian 0 1 6 
Rumanian 0 A 0 
Hungarian 0 0 1 
Italian 0 0 : 
Austrian 0 0 : 
@zechoslovaks 0 eee 
Not Known jites othe Aangess 8200s8 ee ee 


Grang Total 10 
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to 36.1% in the Social Credit period. The Scottish ethnic 
group, on the other hand, has declined from 34.93% during 

Ene Liberad rule. to 22.9% in the Social Credit era. The 
Same is true of legislators belonging to the Irish ethnic 
group. Its strength has declined from 23.3% during the 
Liberal period to 16% and 10.2% under the U.F.A. and the 
Social Credit periods respectively. The strength of the 
group from the United States grew from one single member 

in the Liberal regime to about 5% during the other regimes. 
The Brenth ethnic group had representation commensurate with 
es strength in the population, but its share declined under 
the Social Credit regime. On the other hand, the Russian- 
Ukrainian ethnic group has grown from one member during 

tice Liberal era to 6.8% under the Social Credit rule. Sim- 
ilarly other European ethnic groups as a whole have grown 


in number from 6.8% in the Liberal regime to 13.7% during 


the Social Credit period. 


3.6 Religious Affiliations of Members 

Before the United Church of Canada was formed in 
1925, a large number of legislators belonged to the Presby- 
tardan and the Methodist Churches. After the formation of 
the United Church, its members must, for comparative pur- 
poses, be considered along with the remaining Presbyterians. 
The members of the United Church of Canada and the Presby- 


terians constituted the largest single group in all three 
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TABLE III-6 


RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS OF MEMBERS 


OF THE THREE POLITICAL REGIMES 


Religious Liberal Were A Social Credit 
Denomination Regime Regime Regime 
No. o No. % No. % 
Presbyterian 41. 40.2 Ze 24..5 16 Leo 
Methodist 24 Zag al ns Py, 2 29 
Congregational a i: 0 4 Las 
United Church 
of Canada 0 LL i hd rhs 35.4 
Subtotal 
United Church 
wer resbyterians 66 64.6 45 47.9 OF 25:56 
Caurch of England 16 MSY | m0) LORG6 21 9.9 
Lutheran 4 Cre 0 3 2.4 
Baptist S) 2-9 6 6.4 15 yee 
Evangelical Sects 2 2.0 1 1.0 8 3.8 
Mormon ca 1.0 4 4:03 14 Gra 
_ Undenominated 
Protestants 2 2.0 14 14.9 iB: 8.0 
Subtotal 
Protestants 94 92.1 80 Belin ue; 83.4 
PeQtestantS 2 2*.  S ee 
Orthodox yt L3o 2 reek 9 4.3 
‘cnet ole elie ln RR: ee ite We Mee IE 
Total 102 100.0 94 100.0 2120 seeoo0 
Not Known 
109 98 225 
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regimes of Alberta: Sixty-six members, or 64.63, forty- 
Five, or 47.9%, and ninety-seven, or 45.6% of the legis- 
lators of the Liberal, the U.F.A. and the Social Credit 
regimes belonged to this group respectively. ‘This signyvecies 
a gradual decline in the strength of the group. Yet, 

viewed from a broader perspective there was no fundamental 
change in the religious affinities of the members. The 
Protestants had a dominating position in all regimes of 
Alberta: ninety-four members, or 92.1% of the Liberal, 
eighty members, or 85.1% of the U.F.A. and 177 members, 

or 83.4% of the Social Credit periods were Protestants re- 
spectively. Though the members belonging to Orthodox Churches 
were few in all regimes, their position was better during 
the Social Credit regime. Similarly, the Catholics also 
improved their position numerically in the Social Credit 
period; their strength increased from 6.9% in the Liberal 


Meriod) to 12.3% in the Social Creditiera. 


3.7 Members' Political Experience 


The total population of this study is 432; of this 
number, 139 had previous legislative experience. Those who 


had previous legislative experience constituted the largest 


Single group during the Liberal era; they accounted for 


48.3% of the total membership of this period. Their counter- 


parts in the other two regimes constituted 37.1% and 30.7% 


respectively. Besides, 90.2% of legislators of the Liberal 
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regime, 34.8% of legislators of the U.F.A. regime and 16.1% of 
members of the Social Credit era had either organizational 
or election experience. On the whole, 68.5% of legislators 
of the Liberal era, 71.9% of members of the U.F.A. period 
and 46.8% of legislators of the Social Credit Government had 
political experience of some sort. From this it is evident 
that the U.F.A. regime had the largest percentage of legis- 
lators who had political experience, and the Social Credit 
regime the smallest. The Social Credit regime had the largest 
number of legislators without previous political experience; 
53.2% of them had no political experience when first elected 
to the legislature. This was due to the sudden rise of the 
party in 1935. Unlike the U.F.A., which had been in exis- 
tence for more Sen a decade before its sudden rise to power 
in 1921 (which provided some opportunity for the U.F.A. mem- 
bers to acquire experience in ty, organization), Social 
Credit was a completely new party. Being new, it had no 
sufficient number of experienced members. Besides, a con- 
siderable number of the Social Credit legislators were 
teachers who had had little chance to obtain political ex- 
perience before they were first elected to the Legislature. 
The U.F.A. had the least number of politically inexperienced 
legislators with 28.1%, whereas the Liberal period had 
ol. 5s - 

In Chapter II, Table II-1ll, an account was given 


of places where political experience was gained by the 


Megislators. In Table TII-8 the different political regimes 


are compared in regard to these places. Information is 
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available about 204 members; of them 169 gained their previous 
legislative political experience in Alberta. In other words 
an impressive 76.5% of the legislators obtained POPIC 1 Car 
experience in Alberta though many of them had not been born 
in the Province. These members are distributed among the 
three political regimes as follows: Liberal period, thirty- 
Mine; the U.F.A. period, fifty, and the Social Credit period, 
eighty. A total of thirteen members had their political ex- 
perience in the Province of Ontario; seven of them were in 
the Liberal period, two in the U.F.A. era and four in the 
Social Credit period. Nine members, all of whom belong to 
the Liberal regime, had their experience in the North West 
Territorial assembly. Seven members had served in the par- 
ivament of Canada; one of them belonged to the U.F.A. era 


and the remaining six to the Social Credit period. 


Brow ePOlrtical Arfitiation 

In the previous chapter, a general account of leg- 
islators' political affiliation was given. Here a descrip- 
tion of the distribution of legislators belonging to all 
parties and groups, their role, and number in each of the 
three regimes is given. They are shown in Table III-9. The 
comparative strength of parties over time is presented 
an Pigure LIiIt-l. 

The Liberal party swept the general elections of 
1905 and captured twenty-three of the twenty-five seats in 


the house. The Conservatives won only two seats. Thus, 
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TABLE III-7 


PRELEGISLATIVE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE OF 


LEGISLATORS OF DIFFERENT PERIODS 


Political Liberal UVE. SE. Social Credit 
Experience Regime Regime Regime 

No. i No. 3 No. | S 
Legislative 
Experience 43 48.3 Do Wes yek 63 S057 


Party Organiza- 
tional Experience 8 el 200 29.2 16 duc 


Active Part in 
General Elections 10 ie 5 BG Lie 3.5 


No Political 


Experience Win al eo OWN a oa 2 eet 109 ase 
Total 39° 10080 $9 10050 ple 100.0 


Not Known 20 5) 20 
Grand Total 109 98 225 


the first legislature of Alberta contained only members of 
the two traditional parties. The Conservatives did 

not fare much better in the general elections of 1909 when 
they attained only three seats in a legislature which had 
@ecotal strength of forty-one. Though they wor van im- 
pressive number of seats in the general elections of 1913 
and 1917, electing seventeen members in each one of these 
elections, Conservative strength declined in the U.F.A. 
While the Liberals were in power, the Conservatives 


period. 


were in opposition. But they could not retain this status 


euring the U.F.A. era. Then the Liberals who lost pol- 


itical power to the United Farmers attained official oppo- 
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60 


PLACES WHERE LEGISLATORS OBTAINED THEIR 


Place 


Alberta 
Ontario 
NeWeT eA. 


Federal 
Parliament 


Ves <cAs 

New Brunswick 

Prince Edward Island 
Saskatchewan 

Place Unknown 

Total 


rand Total’=' 221% 


Srtion status in the 


POLITICAL TRAINING 


Liberal UF Ay 
Regime Regime 
39 50 
7 2 
9 0 
0 1 
i 0 
5 ue 
0 0 
0 0 
4 10 
61 64 

house. 


Social Credit 
Regime 


80 


4 


96 


They retained that status 


~nroughout the U.F.A. period and in the first legqiustature 


GE the Social Credit 


regime. 


Due to insurgency in the ranks of Social Credit 


paGgey net 937, 


a number of Social Credit members crossed 


the floor of the house, styled themselves as "independent 


progressives" and sat as a separate group. 


CockroEt who 


resigned his cabinet seat in 1937 became its leader and 


McLellan became the whip of this new group. 


They could have 
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TABLE III-9 


POLITICAL AFFILIATION OF LEGISLATORS 


Liberal USE 2As Social Credit 
Party/Group Regime Regime Regime 

No. a No. S No. S S 
Liberals 72 62.6 2 Od 4 23 20:50) 2000 
Conservatives 28 ewan! 10 20.4 Ales Za 
User .A. 1 158 BOO we 0 100 


social Credit 0 | 0) 164 100 100 


Labour-Socialist 


Goce. Hs-N.D.P: 3 Lo a7 75 043) 48 6 SP25e1 00 
Independents 3 ee GSi22 22 18 GOSTSIN0 
Soldiers' 

Representatives 2 40.0 0 3 60.0 100 
Total 109 98 225 432 


established themselves as the Official Opposition. Curiously, 
they neither joined other opposition groups nor identified 
themselves as opposition. This group claimed as many as 
thirty-five followers. But as a result of a compromise be- 
tween Aberhart and the insurgents most of the rebels re- 
turned to party ranks. But six members, Cockroft, Barnes, 
Hugill, Chant, Blue and McLellan did not compromise with 
Aberhart. This squabble and the failure of Aberhart to 
implement such election promises as a monthly payment of 
$25.00 led to reverses for Social Credit in the 1940 election. 
Other details of this phenomenon are given elsewhere in 


this study Here it is sufficient to say that nineteen in- 
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dependents were returned to the legislature in the 1940 
general election. One of them became the opposition 
leader. In 1944 the Independents calling themselves the 
"Unity Group" formed the opposition in the house under the 
feagdership of J.P. Page. 

From 1959 to 1963 the opposition status was shared 
by both the Liberal and the Conservative parties. In 1963 
the Liberals won three seats (highest among opposition 
parties) and formed the Official Opposition in the house. 
But in 1967 they lost this status to the Conservatives who 
won six seats in the general election of 1967. The point 
of interest is that neither the Liberals nor the Conserva- 
tives ever became a threat to the ruling party. This is 
Speerially so inythe Social Credit era.) wthe conservatives 
did not win a seat in the general elections of 1940, 1944, 1948 
and 1963; the Liberals, on the other hand, won seats in all 
but the, 1940 general election. Inthe 1955 general elec— 
tions, winning fifteen seats, it even showed signs of 
strength. But in 1959 it lost fourteen of these seats to 
the Social Credit party. 

Table III-10, figures III-1 and 2 show the dominant 
position of the Liberals, the U-F.A. and the Social Cred- 
iters in their respective regimes and the position of dom- 
inant parties and opposition parties. 

The Liberals, the Conservatives and the Socialists 


elected members to the legislature in all three regimes. 


7 


3 aero Peace told the writer in an interview that a few 
Liberal members also joined the Unity Group. 


r 
a 
f ao 
‘ : a wl 
Ll ~ 
indie r 
i, 
: t 
<< = 
i 
' * < B 
' 
\ 
’ ; > } 
= al by 
i 
‘ 
- 
4 
’ 
¢ 
H ’ 
FS 


ang iis) ; a be . 
ry a oT ns ay ” 4” thea! ’ f 
a ag ; ‘tes Bn J « S 


Pee i: 4) 
pao at 
b Maer th & af ibe 


63 


Independents also won seats in all three political eras. 
among the three parties just mentioned, the Liberal party 
has been by far the largest humerically and the strongest 
Pot eically. There were in a1] 115 Liberal members; the 
distribution of Liberal members among the three regimes 
is as follows: seventy-two of them were in the Liberal 
period, twenty in the U.F.A. era, and twenty-three in the 
Socred vee bat Against this the Conservatives were few- 
er in number; their total was forty-nine: twenty-eight of 
them were in the Liberal period, ten in the U.F.A. period 
and eleven under the Social Credit regime. 

The Socialist elements were weak politically 
throughout the history of Alberta. During the Liberal 
period there were only three socialist-labour members. 
PUring the U.F.A. era they gained some Strength only to 
loose it in the next regime. While there were eight social- 
ist members in the U.F.A. rule, there were only six in the 
Social Credit period. From 1935 onwards, the newly created 
C.C.F. absorbed all Socialist elements; but like its pre- 
decessors it remained a small group and in 1962 became part 
of the New Democratic party. 

So far as the independent members are concerned, a 
large number of them sat in the Social Credit period. This 
number, however, included the "Unity Party” of- 1944. “Since 


the ruling parties always had solid majorities, the role of 


Independents was never crucial. 
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TABLE III-10 


RATIO BETWEEN DOMINANT 


PARTIES AND OPPOSITION PARTIES 


Liberal UE e Social Credit 
Party Regime Regime Regime 

No. i er ANOS 3 No. s 
Dominant 
Party 72 66.1 55 5621 164 12.8 
Opposition . 
Parties oo See 43 43.9 61 Zhae 
Total 109 100.0 98. +-1L0.0)..0 22D EOG20 


The U.F.A. and the Social Credit parties did not 
elect their members in all regimes. The U.F.A. had elected 
a lone member to the legislature in 1918; they did not sur- 
vive the 5 ee Sr one The Social Credit party, which 
Captured political power in 1935 had. just then come into 
existence. Thus all its legislators are concentrated in 
iie period beginning: in 1935. The U.«F.A.- electedsa total 


of fifty-seven members. Social Credit has the distinction 


of electing the largest number of legislators; it has elec- 


wedrt64 legislators so far. 


ay Joly who was a U.F.A. member in 1926, converted to Social 


Credit and was elected on its ticker an L952. 
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3.9 Legislators' Tenures Cross-Compared 


For the purpose of this comparison, the members 
elected in 1967 have been excluded. Included for the Social 
Credit period are only those legislators whose service 
esearcted before 1967. ‘The total’ for the Social Credit 
period, therefore, is only 160, and the grand total 367. 

Of these, the number of legislators who have served for 
less than five years is 180. Out of these 180 members, 
fifty belong to the Liberal regime, forty-six to the U.F.A. 


period and 84 to the Social Credit period. Next comes a 


TABLE, Tit= Ti 
COMPARATIVE FIGURES REGARDING THE 
LENGTH OF TENURES OF LEGISLATORS OF 


DIFFERENT REGIMES 


Years of Liberal War ta. Social Credit 
Tenure Regime Regime Regime 
No S No Z NOs % 


1-5 50 45.9 46 46.9 84 Sms 
6 - 10 40 36.7 23.8 23.5 25 15.6 
a ite 1.9 29 29.6 25 15.6 
16 - 20 3 J23 0 14 a3 
21 - 25 2 0 7 
26 - 30 1 2.7 0 2 25 
31°- 35 0 0 3 
Total 109 100.0 98 100.0 160% 100.0 


* The tenures of present legislators are excluded. 
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group of 88 members who have served from six to ten Vears. 
The Liberal regime had forty of them, the U.F.A. regime 
twenty-three and the Social Credit period twenty-five. 
Another group of eighty-four legislators who had served 

from eleven to twenty years are distributed among the three 
regimes as follows: sixteen in the Liberal era, twenty-nine 
on the U.F-A. regime and 39 in the Social Credit period, 

The number of legislators who had served for more than 


twenty years was small. In all, fifteen members had served 


TABLE ITi-12 


LENGTH OF SERVICE OF DOMINANT 


PARTY MEMBERS AND MEMBERS OF OTHER PARTIES 


Length of Service Dominant Party Others Total 
No. S No 3 No | S 
ae 16 Os 23a 22 22 6e50 227 49.9 
Ue LO 89 2h? Al =)) Lesh Lae dr | 
1h uaa sai Beas 53 T1.6 ce HES G0u ssh 
oe = 20 Ze 4.8 22° Ae 
Zee 2S iby 256 bie aaa 
ie 0) 6 1.4 6-824 
31 - 35 areal a) 41 oD 
Total 291 ee OA ee eee OE 


* The discrepancy in the total number is due to inclusion of 
seventeen members who served in both the Liberal and the 
U.F.A. regimes, and six who served in the U.F.A. and Social 


Credit regimes. 
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for more than twenty years. Three of them belonged to 


the Liberal regime and the rest to the Social Credit era. 


3.10 A Comparison of the ulypical hequstator: migieare 


Three Regimes 

TE westake the modal characteristics of legislators 
during the Liberal period, we come up with this typical 
legislator: He was between 41 and 45 years of age when 
first elected to the legislature, was born in Ontario, 
had common school education, pursued business as his oc- 
cupation, belonged to the Scottish ethnic group, was a 
1 eae eee had previous political experience, obtained that 
political experience in Alberta, was politically associated 
with the Liberal party and served in the Legislature for 
a period of one to five years. | 

The typical legislator during the U.F.A. regime is 
similar. He was of course associated with the United 
Farmers of ‘Alberta. Unlike his typical colleague from 
the previous period, he was a farmer and belonged to the 
English ethnic group. | 

The typical legislator of the Social Credit regime 
is of course a Social Crediter. He was older when first 
elected, in the 51-55 age bracket. Born in Alberta, he is 
in business and has had higher education. He belongs to 
the United Church, served also less than six years, and he 


lacks pre-legislative political experience. 
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CHAPTER IV 


A DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF THE CABINET 
MINISTERS OF ALBERTA 

Since Alberta has a cabinet type of government, 
the principal executive authority lies with the ministers. 
The cabinet represents the elite group which determines the 
policies and programmes of the government. The importance 
of the group having principal executive authority in 
modern government is undisputable. Therefore, the writer 
has decided to devote special attention to the cabinet min- 
isters of Alberta. This chapter contains a descriptive ac- 
count of the social and historical backgrounds of these in- 
dividuals. A large part of the data, in this regard, is 
secured from the Canadian Parliamentary Guide, the Canadian 
Annual Review and from interviewing some people who happened 
to know individual ministers. 

Alberta has had seventy-five ministers; of these 
eighteen belonged to the Liberal regime, fourteen to the 


ULe A. ana rorty—three to, the Social Credit regime. 


AL aberal: Regime 


The Liberal Party was in power for sixteen years, 
from 1905 to 1921. During this period there were three dis- 
tinct ministries. The Rutherford cabinet was the first 
among the three Liberal cabinets and lasted from 1905 to 


1910. When this ministry was formed it consisted of five 
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ministers. Among them L.G. DeVeber resigned in 1906 to 
become senator of the Dominion Parliament and W.T. Finlay 
resigned™in’1909°due to ill: héalth? As a result of ‘these 
resignations, the ministry was reconstituted in 1909, and 
three more ministers, D.M. Marshall, W.A. Buchanan and P.-E. 
Lessard were added. Immediately after the resignation of 
Rutherford, the second ministry came into operation under 
ene~teadership Or ATLI°Siiton,, Ltowasvinspowertunti biatter 
the general election of 1917, when A.L. Sifton resigned 

his premiership to become a cabinet minister in the Dominion 
Government. The Sifton cabinet consisted of four ministers 
in the first instance, and three more were added toeiteon 
May 4, 1912. M. MacKenzie died in 1913 and W.G. Gariepy was 
appointed in his place. The third and the last Liberal 
patty cabinet was formed under the leadership of Charles 
eee in 1917 and was in power till the general election 
of 1921 when the Liberal party was dethroned by the U.F.A. 
Stewart's cabinet consisted of seven ministers. When C.W. 
Cross retired and Gariepy resigned in 1918, three more 
Ministers —-G.P. Smith, A.G. Mackay and J.L. Cote - were 
appointed. Thus there were only eighteen different min- 
isters during the entire Liberal regime. During this period 
there were 109 legislators. The ratio of legislators to 
Cabinet members thus stood at 6.1:1l1. In other words, 16.4% 


of the legislators held cabinet positions. 
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4.2 Birth-Places and Parental Status of Ministers 

Table IV-1l shows that none of the cabinet ministers 
were born ian Alberta. All except Finlay, who was born 
oi treland 77 was born in Canada. The majority of ministers, 
eleven of the eighteen, were born in Ontario. Three min- 
isters were born in Quebec and another two in New Brunswick. 

So far as the occupation or status of the fathers 
of our population is concerned, eight were farmers and 
three were businessmen. A.L. Sifton was the son of a pol- 
itician of considerable repute. All we know about C.R. 
Mitchell is that his family was socially prominent. Infor- 
mation about the social background of four ministers is 
missing. ~ On the whole, it can be said that the majority 
of the ministers came from the middle-class strata of the 


society. 


eae Cote, W.T. Finlay, A.G. MacKay and M. MacKenzie. 
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TABLE IV-1 


BIRTH-PLACES AND FATHER'S OCCUPATION 


OF CABINET MEMBERS, LIBERAL PERIOD 


eeetee ere Peet wees © es re a AS at ee | Ae ey ded an eee 
Place or Birth No. Fathers Occupation No. 


Ontario ipl Farmer 8 
Quebec | 3 Business 3 
New Brunswick 2 Clergy Hh 
Deeside 2 Poli Pieran ub 
Not Known* We Socially prominent, but 
occupation not known 1 
Not Known 4 
Total 18 TOtaL 18 


*M. MacKenzie 


445 ge COMparison. OL Birth-Places of the Ministers and the 


Legislators 
Petty-nine,, or, 56.22,.0f the total legislator, 


Of “this kperiod, were born,in Ontario; eleven of them event -— 
ually became cabinet ministers. Further, seven legislators 
were born in Quebec; three of them served in the Liberal 
cabinets. Eight legislators of this period were born in 
New Brunswick; of these, two served in the Liberal minis- 


tries. One of the three legislators born in Ireland was a 
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cabinet member. While legislators' birth places are spread 
over twenty-five different geographic areas, birth places 

of the ministers were located in four geographic areas 

only. By implication, legislators born in twenty or twenty- 
One geographic areas did not serve in cabinets during the 


Liberal regime. 


fod; see hnic Oxeigin and Religious Denominations 


The ethnic Origins of the cabinet members are shown 
in Table IV-2. It shows that all ministers except three be- 
longed to the Anglo-Saxon ethnic group; three were French 
in Origin. Among the members belonging to the Anglo-Saxon 
ethnic) droup, the (Scots had’ the lion's share) (1-e.7,, 47.13%) 
of the Liberal ministries. Six others were English and one 
was Irish. 

The religious denominations of members seem to 
have been in conformity with the social structure of Alberta: 
83.4% of the ministers were protestants and only 16.6% 
of the total members were Catholics. Among the sub-groups 
of Protestantism, Presbyterians were strong numerically: 

50% of the members were Presbyterians. Three other members 
were Methodists and two memmers belonged Lor the ChuLrenaoL 
England. 


A total of thirty-six legislators (34.9%) belonged 


to the Scottish ethnic group; eight of them were ministers 


shh oy *! ran ie 
> a oe | . 
[ 7 7 a a ny : H 
1 AT 7s , a ori 
po Na so 
; 


oY Te ; : - 7 
t aewe ieee kaw .tounen 29m 
A iy 20 tty pric 2. 
( La i 


Pde Let _ ar as at 
So: | . mn) JH TIAB, « Nits $a) 
aC an MU | Oh By, * _* i : 7) 
td gms % fe re aye? op Be ie’ 
lw Fd? y oie i Wate Dad A idee = 
al . 
i ‘ CH F ay y 
" ‘ , vf . } * ‘y \. 
- 5 2's AED Oate tv pita 0 be Ve i 
, ? i? a u , 7 
ze, = i my 
at mb £3 4 _—T P| iLdgexoe Sky 
‘> oor | ere i a ee 
i : ’ - x < 
: - ra <a ; 7 
. “Y wterpez 
» ~ Me a 
™ ; 
? 
a | ‘ cn ; 
ray ; f 
+ > By ry rs 
j vw) i t BS 
ae be nee Sasct -n Stal 
an 7 
! a , wit L& > ~ bias Pg 
v 
a — m 
is. oy worte oi 
aay os : 4 
? , R - Ak 
b's, 
Val yee: , fic Ae $2 molp pds 
> * hai «J « 
= 
, 4 " .* 
a ry cacti im oid . pre ue 
a onl ae Sa 
r a” » k f if 4 Lee 
Ye A eh 
Oo “4fe ) eepaged 
‘ PY 
® 


Min!) eliS7 ees Ons eee 


+ iowa. > apy fase 


1) 


¢ i : - / t i | 
r< : rh r 5 *f OD. J met pt L674: ie va wet ce a 
a3 ' = 


te dowd “ad ‘ef topke ted’2: ii ee oh 
k ry S . ss i naan 


“eo! re 2 1” 


ni ; " 
ae "| a bbs 64 
7 4 a : 7 7 ae 7 ; Bally s da 
" ‘ i _ : a a 7 : : : 
a” } , é a \ i , a t 5 : r x. t 


eo bis! ght 


wae be a’, 


75 


in the Liberal regime. * Another twenty-nine legislators 
were English in origin; six of them became cabinet members. 
Among the five legislators who were French in origin, three 
served in Liberal cabinets. Lastly, though there were 
twenty-four legislators. of Irish origin, only. .one-was-a 
minister. 

Forty-one legislators of this period belonged to 
the Presbyterian Church; nine of them became cabinet mem- 
bers. Three of twenty-four legislators of the Methodist 
Church were in the cabinet. While only two out of six- 
teen Anglican legislators served in the cabinet, three of 


the seven Catholics had that privilege. 


re addition, Alexander Ross, who was elected to the legis- 
lature’ as a Labour representative in 1917 general election 
and was re-elected in 1921, was taken into the U.F.A. cab- 
inet formed under the leadership of Greenfield, as a result 
of an informal agreement between the U.F.A. and the Labour 
group in the legislature. He and G. Hoodley, who was elec- 
ted as a Conservative during the Liberal period (also later 
a U.F.A. minister) are the only legislators who became min- 
isters in a regime other than the one in which they were 


first elected. 
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TABLE IV-2 


ETHNIC ORIGIN AND RELIGIOUS DENOMIANTIONS 


OF MINISTERS, LIBERAL PERIOD 


SE cen ee nr re a Se SSSR stipe reba sss pSSaSsSsbasisur- SSeS UNDILSESOSSInSaousSING RIGS USiSNENOD 


Ethnic 
Origin No. 3 Religion No. S 
ee are al ee Se eee 


English 6 SBie5 Presbyterian 9 a Oe 
Scottish 8 44.4 Methodist 3 TOue7 
French © 3 16.7 Church of England 2 ie 
Irish is 5:'6 Baptist 1 56 

Catholic 3 1656 
OCA. 18 100.0 POtaL 18 L000 
4.5 Education and Occupation 


The data indicate that a large majority of minis- 
ters, 50%, had a high level of education. This group had 
either university training or a university degree. Another 
22.2% Offthne ministers had collegiate education. The re; 
maining 27.7% of the nee eanaa high school or less than 
high school education. 

; Two occupations, the legal profession and business, 
had a large representation in the cabinets of the Liberal 
regime. Nearly 67% of the members were either lawyers or 


businessmen before they were elected to the legislature. 


The legal profession made up 44.5% of the total number and 


4 
* 
. 
7 
he 
yo 
at 
5! ii \ ' 1 on | ; = 
‘ ao ¥ | in 4 
es t 2 eve 
/ : ) Vo bertoy 1a 
b rw be e¢4% 
= a af a! GA wae. 5 
; 
ry i 
_— 4 i saw = 
each weal! $c shoots 
hasreus maa ro traett 


14 ata welts 
| oe 


hie 


bite “42 


ad 


F 
Lg, S60 ptaatb : 
pa a ea> 
reis 2 hewos dpaal prorat 


a Eee y 
j - ; 1 7 
in Key! oe nich ay 
i‘ 7 


: 7 ds 7 é 
, ¢ th YW aS: Stat ¥ i ' : 


wy 
ak *. aa 
Sy it = nr a! ' i oes 
eae 1 a ora & i i 
TOPRR CA = pino.Dt Bai 
in , . a@ os oY) v , ‘ a a 
aed 7“ + fax a a ++ "| . ayy ‘ 
wat! ernie 7 % 
oe ¥ ey _ “2 
@ j : - ae * 
, 1 a Fe 
' em n 
os sok cae 
yi. ~ % * 
eye ee a =< © a 
¥ 
J 7 7 i 
5 n ™‘~ 
Lax ig 


‘a? 1. oe 
~— = ae ne els. ae BN ti 
/ id 
Per, ; i‘ 


4 


iy M4 B Ave 
0 poluiess yh 


Vi 


constituted the largest single group. Agriculture, which was 
the major occupation of the people of Alberta during that 
period, accounted for only two Liberal ministers. However, 
one point should be borne in mind. The writer has taken 
into account those occupations which the members pursued 
just before they were elected to the legislature. The des- 
cription of the occupation of ministers is difficult because 
not only had some of them followed different occupations 
at various stages of their pre-legislative careers, but 
also there are instances where the same person had more 
than one occupation at a given point of time. 

Nineteen lawyers became legislators during the 
Liberal period; eight of them served in the cabinet. Thus, 
the percentage ef lawyer-legislators was 17.8% whereas 
ther counterparts in)’the’ cabinet accounted for 44.54,0F 


the cabinet members of the Liberal period. 
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TABLED IV-3 


EDUCATION AND OCCUPATIONS OF MINISTERS, LIBERAL PERIOD 
Se ee le 
Occupation No. S Education Level No. 3 


pi ee ee 


Law 8 44.5 Public School 3 16.7 
Business 4 2235 High School 2 tisk 
Farming Z Lae 2 Collegiate 4 PERSP 
Journalist th Sao University 9 50.0 
Engineer uy 5x5 
eacoeon a 3} Sus) 
Teacher il 5tD 
Total 18 100.0 Totat 18 100.0 


4.6 Educational Levels of the Legislators and the Ministers 
Fifty-five legislators (52.4%) of the Liberal period 
had high school or less than high school education. Five 
of them served in the Liberal ministeries and constituted 
only 27.7% of the total number of-cabinet members.” Againse 
this, there were fifty legislators who had higher education; 
of them thirteen members eventually became cabinet members. 
While 47.6% of the legislators of this period had higher 
education, the percentage of the cabinet members who had the 
same level of education was 72.2%. To be more specific, 


thirteen legislators obtained higher education in Colleges 
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and technical institutes; four of them served in the cab- 
inet. Thirty-seven legislators obtained the higher edu- 
cation in Universities; nine of them served in the cabinet. 
Clearly, cabinet members had received more formal education 


than ordinary legislators of the Liberal period. 


4.7 Ages at Which the Ministers were Elected to the Legis-— 
lature and Appointed to the Cabinet 

Pelawgertguoup, 61.1% of the ministers? were" first 
elected to the legislature when they were in the age group 
of 36-55 years. In other ee eleven ministers were 
in their "middle" age when first elected to the legislature. 
Five ministers, or 27.8% of the cabinet members, were elec- 
ted to the legislature for the first time when they were 
"young"; > two other ministers were "old" when first elected 
to the legislature. 

The ages at which the ministers were first appointed 
to the cabinet are categorized in Table IV-4. The table 
shows that three ministers were "young" when appointed to 
the cabinet; twelve members, or 66.6% of the cabinet members, 
were in phear middle” age when first appointed to the 
cabinet and two members were "old" at the time of their 


appointment to the cabinet. Thus, there were fewer members 


percone below the age of thirty-five years are considered 
young, those between 36 and 55 as middle aged, and those 

who were above fifty-five years as old, for the purpose of . 
this description. These age categories are made on the basis 
of the ages at which the ministers were first elected to the 
legislature and first appointed to the cabinet. 
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in the "young" and "old" categories than in the "middle" 
age category. Obviously the cabinets of the Liberal period 


were dominated by those appointed to them in "middle" age. 


TABLE IV-4 


AGES AT WHICH THE MEMBERS ENTERED THE 


LEGISLATURE AND THE CABINET, LIBERAL PERIOD 


Age groups at which Age groups when they 
they entered the Legislature became Ministers 

Years No. % Years No. 3 
Si 355 5 Zire S0a oo = PG ees, 
36-40 5 36.40 3 
41-45 2 41.45 = 

61:40 66.6 
46-50 2 46-50 2 
51-55 4 Savas, 4 
56 & Over 1 5.6 56) & Over 2 Nake as 
Not Known* 1 5.6 Not Known* 1 5.6 


Total 18 100.0 Total 18 100.0 
er ee ee ee ee a, 


* M. MacKenzie. 


i 
1 
i 
* ; ; - ¥ } 
he enone en a Se 
ie i > 


oe Ue ee ee 
Mt ' 4 7 ; 

7 Fl vi en Oy % 

7 L : a . : ; C 6 


a 


\ one = r ? 


Dele ies 5 a 
n*% «ada. ai cori? 2oRah soe ‘hig air ik i 
if Ly ne a , fie ay a) hie : — te a ’ ¥ 7 
‘ to, aap reat) eecrey 


si : mi a9 icon - 
i ar Tn > a; : 
& Lod sprite a orl edema 
= Wb ces © he “s : 1 


Me i114 } — - 
; 4 ee ee 
F | cca rian ee re aM Y Fi, a 
ares 4 { o 
. f 2 ae 24 . 
~~ . . 
' oo ee abe ~ 4 oa 
giz rT) oe. Sore 
Ge» > Haat “heed be a4" aT HO ae wl Sah Re 
r ‘f : i x 
ee SE, Wi od Re) ae an BS 43 
oye se tee of ~*~ ere. : rt, | Tet tin £ / 
1 ante coer, gut a a Bee TALE it2% : 
Bef 9 
/ ai ; = = wih 
ne F ian 
——— ~—— —peetnmnainn afte lig — nym ony ena 
a 


ida es see boresae 
3 ‘Pan +s 


re 
\ 
{ 
- ~ 
f 
“ “1 
i 
4, 5 ‘ 
\ 
i 
4 
i 
& 
‘ oo 
“4 
x } / 
E 
. bp ait 
¥ bi va 
- 1 
é ‘ , 
crits } tapi ened wa -_ 


81 


4.8' Comparison of Members' Age at erirst election co the 
Legislature andetie Age of Members when Eventually 
Appointed to the Cabinet 


Twenty-four legislators of the Liberal regime were 
below thirty-five years when first elected to the legis- 
lature; of them five eventually became ministers. Twenty 
members were in the age group of 36-40 when first elected 
to the legislature; of them three were appointed to the 
cabinet. Twenty-four legislators were in the age group of 
41-45 years; two of them served in the cabinets. Eleven 
members were in the age group of 46-50 when first elected 
to the legislature; of them two were appointed to the cab- 
inet later on. Another sixteen members were elected to the 
legislature for the first time when they were between 51-55 
years of age; of these, four eventually went to the cabinet. 
Lastly, six persons were elected to the legislature when 
they were above fifty-five years of age; and of these one 
was appointed to the cabinet. To sum up, of twenty-four 
legislators of this Gra first, elected as “youths”, §five 
served in the cabinet; of seventy-one legislators elected 
in "middle"age, eleven were appointed to the cabinet; of 
the six legislators first elected when "old", one became a 


Minister tater on. 


4.9 Ministers' Legislative Tenure Compared with the Legis- 
lative Tenure of Legislators 


Three of the fifty legislators of the Liberal period 
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who served in the legislature for less than five years 
were appointed to the cabinet; in other words, three minis- 
ters had a total legislative service of less than five years. 
Forty legislators served for 6-10 years; six of them served 
in the ministry. While thirteen legislators served in the 
legislaturevfor_ 11-15 years, ‘seven ministers served that 
long in the legislature. Three legislators served for 16-20 
years; one of them became a minister. Lastly, three legis- 
lators served for more than twenty-one years; again, of them 
one was a minister. One-half of the ministers were drawn 
from those legislators who served the legislature for more 
than ten years. 

If we look at the picture obversely, we find that two 
backbenchers of the Liberal era served more than 20 years, 


another two 16-20 years, and another six more than 10 years. 


4-10 Cabinet Ministers' Tenure in the Legislature; Their 
Pre-Cabinet Legislative Tenure, and Their Cabinet 


Tenure 
The distribution of the total legislative tenure of 
the ministers is as follows: three served in the legislature 


for less than five years, six members served from 6-10 
years, seven served from eleven to fifteen years, one for 
nineteen years, and one for twenty-one years. 

Eleven of the eighteen ministers had no pre-cabinet 
service in the legislature; they were appointed Lo Tne Cab— 


inet immediately after they were elected to the legislature. 
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One member served for less than two years before being ap- 
POLnced=tomcne cabinet. Two- members served from 3° to 5 
years, three from 6 to 8 years, and one for nine years be- 
fore they were appointed to the cabinet. 

The length of service of the ministers in the cabinet 
is as follows: Eleven members served in the cabinet for 
less than five years, three members served from 6-10 years 


and four members served from 11-15 years. 
TABLE IV-5 


TOTAL LEGISLATIVE TENURE, PRE-CABINET 
LEGISLATIVE TENURE, AND CABINET TENURE OF MINISTERS, 


LIBERAL PERIOD 


Total Leg. Tenure Pre-Cabinet Leg. Tenure Cabinet Tenure 
Learns No. Were tae: No. VedGs No. 
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4.11 Pre-Legislative and Post-Legislative Political 
Bxporilence or Ministers 
Eight cabinet members of the Liberal era had legis- 
lative experience before they entered the legislature. 
Two other members were active in the party organization; one 
of them, D.M. Marshall, had been a defeated candidate for 
the House of Commons. But four members seem to have had 


no previous political experience. 


4.12 Comparison of Pre-Legislative Political Experience 


of the Legislators and Cabinet Members 
Forty-three legislators of the Liberal period ob- 


tained political experience by serving in legislative in- 
stitutions such as municipal and local councils, assemblies 
of Gelen provinces or Federal parliament before they were 
elected to the legislature; eight of these were appointed 
to the cabinet. In other words, eight of the eighteen 
ministers had some legislative experience before they were 
elected to the legislature. Further, eight legislators 
obtained some political experience by serving in the party 
organization; three of them eventually became ministers. 
Ten legislators obtained political experience by contesting 


in elections; none of them became minister. Lastly, twenty- 


4 ohe term "political experience" means training gained 
through legislative bodies or party organization or by 
contesting in elections. 
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eight legislators of the Liberal period apparently had no 
pre-legislative political experience, yet four of these 
served as cabinet members. 

the post-legislative careers of ministers were as 
follows -ubivetofethem — Rutherford¢sCross; «GaP. rSmith, 
Rao. MeLean and W.T: (Finlay -— retired from politics. (Bight 
Seucro —~yW Ans Buchanan, J.L. Cote, .L.Gs. DeVeber, PoE. 
hessavd, .D.M. Marshall, W. Gariepy,.A.L.. Sifton and’ C, 
Stewart - entered Federal politics. The first five became 
senators, and the last three were elected to the House of 
eee" A.L. Sifton and C. Stewart became cabinet members 
in the Dominion Government. A.G. MacKay and M. McKenzie 
died while they were in office, and C.R. Mitchell and J.R. 
Boyle were appointed judges. Data are not available on 
C.W.,.Cushing's' post-legislative career. It appears that 
entry, intoutederal politics accounts forsthe brter ming 


isterial tenure of several cabinet members. 
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TABLE IV-6 


PRE-LEGISLATIVE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND 
POST-LEGISLATORIAL CAREERS OF MEMBERS, LIBERAL PERIOD 


Pre-Legislative Post-Legislative 
Political Experience No. Careers No. 


_—_—_--oerra—nr——nk eee a 


Legislative Experience 8 Retired from Politics 5 

Experience in the Entered Federal 

Party Organization Ss) Politics 8 

No Political Experience 4 Entered the Bench 2 

Not Known 3 Died While Still in 
Service 1 
Not Known* 1 

Total 18 Total 18 


“Wen. Cushing 


4.13" Usr.A.. Period 

The U.F.A. was in power in Alberta from 1921 to 
1935, during which period there were three different min- 
istries. In 1921, Herbert Greenfield formed his eight- 
Member Cabinet, which lasted for four years. A cabanet 
composed of eight members was formed by J.E. Brownlee in 


O25 aa This ministry lasted for nine years from 1925 to 


Oyen Alexander Ross was defeated in the 1926 general elec- 
tions, he was succeeded by O.L. McPherson. 
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1934 when it came to an end due to Brownlee's involvement 
im a public’ scandal. R.G. Reid formed his cabinet in 1934 
end it lasted for only one year. The strength of his 
ministry was nine. Altogether, only fourteen persons 
served as ministers during the entire period. Against 
this number there was a total number of 98 legislators. 
The ratio between the legislators and ministers was 7:l. 
In other words, only one-seventh of the legislators had 


the opportunity of becoming members of the Cabinet. 


4,14— Places/of Birth and Father's Occupation 


As in the previous regime, none of the cabinet mem- 
bers Of the U.F.A‘ period was born in Alberta. But sup- 
risingly 50% of the members were born in foreign countries 
as against 6% in the previous regime. Four of the members 
were born in Ontario. The details of the places of birth 
of the cabinet members and the occupation of their fathers 


are civen in Table LV-/. 
| 


It is regrettable that sufficient data could not be 
obtained on the occupation or status of the parents of the 


ministers. Data are available on nine of them. 
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TABLE IV-7 


PLACES OF BIRTH AND 


FATHERS, OCCUPATION, U. Poa. PERIOD 


DD 
Place of Birth No. Father*s Occupation No. 
See ed ee ee ee eee 


Ontario 4 Business 4 


England 3 Prominant families, but 
occupation not ascertained 2 


Scotland 3 uh 
Prince Edward Island 2 EQucor yi 
Quebec i. Labourer il 
U.S.A. i Not Known 5 
total 14 TOtaL 1:4 


4.15 Ethnic Origin-and Religious Denominations 


The ethnic origins of the ministers of the U.F.A. 
regime did not vary very much from the ministers of the 
Liberal period. All cabinet members of the U.F.A. era 
belonged to the Anglo-Saxon ethnic group: five were 
English in origin, eight were Scottish, and one was Irish. 
Thus, 57.1% of the members of the U.F.A. cabinets were 
Scoctisn in origin. 

The religious denominations of ministers of this 


era closely follow their ethnic identities. Nearly 93% of 
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them were Protestants and the rest were Catholics. Among 
the Protestants five were Presbyterians; two were Metho- 
dists and two belonged to the Church of England. Further, 
two were undenominated Protestants and one was a Baptist. 

fnougn the Legislators of the U-F.:A. period, as did 
their counterparts in other periods, belonged to a plethora 
of ethnic groups, only three ethnic groups, the English, 
Scottish and Irish, had representation in cabinets. There 
were thirty-one legislators of the English ethnic group of 
whom five became cabinet members. The Scottish element 
fared much better; eight of twenty-six legislators who be- 
longed to one Scottish ethnic group became cabinet members. 
On the other hand, only one out of fifteen legislators of 
Irish stock served in the cabinet. 

In regard to religion, the Presbyterian legislators 
played a large role in the U.F.A. cabinets: of twenty- 
three in the legislature, five became ministers. Of the 
eleven Methodist legislators, two served in a cabinet. We 
also find two cabinet members each among the eleven members 
of the Church of England and among the fourteen legislators 
who were undenominated Protestants. There were ten leg- 
islators who were members of the United Church of Canada; 
one of them was a cabinet member. Another cabinet seat 
went to a Baptist, the Baptists having had six followers in 
the legislature. Though a large number of religious groups 


went without representation in the cabinet, the absence of 
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representation of the Catholic Church, which had twelve 


followers in the legislature, is a striking sfack. 


TABLE IV-8 
ETHNIC IDENTITIES AND RELIGIOUS 


DENOMINATIONS OF MINISTERS, U.F.A. PERIOD 


heeRey ee 
Ethnic Group No. Religion No. 


LLL LC OSE LE SS SS SSS SSS 


English 5 United (Church of 
Canada ub 
Scottish 8 Presbyterian 5 
Tresh 1 Methodist 2 
Church of England 2 
Baptise ui 
Undenominated 
Provestanus 2 
Total 14 Total 14 


4.16 Education and Occupation 


Data show that a majority (57%) of the U.F.A. min- 
isters had higher education; those who had university edu- 
cation constituted the largest single group. On the other 
hand, 42.8% of the U.F.A. ministers had no post-secondary 
education. 

Regarding the occupations of members, there is con- 


siderable information, which reveals the following facts: 
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A little more than 71% of the cabinet members were farmers 
just before they were elected to the legislature. This 
seems to justify the name of the regime. Two ministers 
were lawyers. More details are given in Table IV-9. 

Regarding education, it was already pointed out 
thateitoLrty-six legislators of the U:F.A. period had no 
post-secondary education, while 53% of the legislators had 
higher education. The percentage of the cabinet members who 
had this level of education was 57%. Thus, there is a close 
Similarity between the legislators' level of education and 
Phe educational level of the cabinet members. 

If we compare the occupations of the ministers and 
the legislators we are bound to notice that the farmers 
had a more dominating position in the cabinet than in the 
législature:—-While- only 50% of the legislators were far— 
mers, 71.5% of the cabinet members were farmers before they 
were elected to the legislature. Of the twelve legislators 
who practiced law, two served in the cabinet. Signistiecarcury, 
though business and management were represented by twenty- 


one legislators, only one of them was a minister. 
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TABLE IV-9 


EDUCATION LEVELS AND OCCUPATIONS, U.F.A. PERIOD 


ee 


Level. of\\Education Occupation 
eee ee eS eee 
No. S No. S 


school 6 42.9 Farming 10 (pues 
Collegiate 2 14.2 Law 2 14.3 
University 6 42.9 Business 1 eal 

Civil Service l1 dak 
Total 14 100.0 Total 14 100.0 


4.17 Ages of Ministers when First Elected to the Legis- 
lature and when nie ee pean eed Lo. the Cabinet 

Two ministers were young when first elected to the 
legislature; they were below the age of thirty-five years. 
Eleven of the fourteen cabinet members were in the "middle" 
age group when first elected to the legislature. Lastly, 
one member was above 55 when first elected to the legis- 
lature. 

Two legislators of the U.F.A. period were below 
thirty years when first elected to the legislature; of 
them one eventually was appointed to the cabinet. Twelve 
legislators were between thirty-one and thirty-five when 


first elected to the legislature; one of them served in the 
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cabinet. Another thirteen legislators were in the age 
group of 36-40 when first elected to the legislature; of 
them three were appointed to the cabinet later on. MTwenty- 
one legislators were in the age group of 41-45 when they 
first entered the legislature; of them four eventually 
became ministers. Of eighteen legislators, who were in 
the age group of 46-50 when first elected to the house, 
two served in the ministry. Twenty members were between 
51-55 when first elected; of them two served in the cab- 
inet. Finally,one of the eight legislators who were above 
Pitey five years of age when first elected to the legislature 
eventually became a minister. 

Regarding the ages of cabinet members when first 
Bee nted to the cabinet, as Table IV-10 shows, none of the 
ministers was appointed as a "youth", thirteen ministers in 


"middle" age, and one when "old". 
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TABLE IV~10 


AGES AT WHICH MEMBERS WERE FIRST ELECTED 
TO THE LEGISLATURE AND APPOINTED 
TO- THE CABINET, U.F.A. PERTOD 
SS i a re ee PRE FE hese i 


Ages When First Elected Ages When First Appointed 
to the Legislature to the Cabinet 


—— 


BAGe Group No. S Age Group No. S 
26-30 1 
14.3 
aL=35 ai 
36-40 3 36-40 3 
41-45 4 41-45 4 
Lo. 0 92.9 
46-50 2 46-50 3 
S155 2 DLO S 
56 & Over i Pod 55 & over if Td 
VOCAL 14 100 Total 14 100 


AUS Ss CabimebiMinitsters “Total Tenure win tthe ‘hegqistature; 
their Pre-Cabinet Legislative Tenure and Cabinet 


Tenure 


The tenure of the members of the U.F.A. cabinets 
varied considerably; four of them, G. Hoadley, R.G. Reid, 


P.FE. Baker and Mrs. Parlby, were cabinet members foRneiour— 


teen years; Brownlee and V.W. Smith served in the cabinet 


for thirteen and eleven years respectively; Lymburn served 
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for nine years and O.L. McPherson for eight years. While 
Alexander Ross was minister for five years, the remaining 
four members— J.R. Love, F.S. Grisdale, J.Jd. McLellan and 
H. Alten — were cabinet members for only one year. The 
average tenure of the cabinet members was 7.9 years. Three 
members terminated their cabinet service during a legis- 
lative period: H. Greenfield resigned in 1925, V.W. Smith 
died in 1932, and Brownlee was forced to resign in 1934. 
Inspite of these events there was considerable degree of 
stability and continuity in the tenure of U.F.A. cabinets. 

The analysis of the total legislative tenures of 
ministers is as follows: three served in the legislature 
for less than five years; three served from 6-10 years; 
seven served from 11-15 years and one, G. Hoadley, served 
twenty-Six years. 

Seven ministers became cabinet members immediately 
after they were elected to the legislature. In other words, 
they had no pre-cabinet legislative service. Three members 
served for four years, one for five years, one for eight 
years, one for twelve years and one for thirteen years in 


the legislature before being appointed to the cabinet. 


4.19 Comparison of Tenure of all Legislators with “the 
Legislative Tenure of Cabinet Members 
Forty-six legislators of the U.F.A. period served 
in the legislature for 1-5 years; of these three served in 


the ministry also. Twenty-three legislators served for 6-10 
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years; of them three were ministers. While twenty-nine 
legislators served in the legislature (for 11-15 years, 
Seven munvocenrs -servedsthat .longvinkthesleqislaturce aeuc. 
Hoadley, who served the legislature during both the Liberal 
and the U.F.A. period for twenty-six years, served in the 
U.F.A. cabinet. Because no other U.F.A. member served that 
long, there were no back-benchers with unusually long 


service. 


' 


TABLE IV-l11 


TOTAL LEGISLATIVE TENURE, PRE-CABINET 
LEGISLATIVE TENURE, AND CABINET TENURE, OF MINISTERS, 


UTP eA. L£ERLOD 


Total Leg. Tenure Pre-Cabinet Leg. Tenure Cabinet Tenure 
Tears No. Vea No. VeGaLsS No. 
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4.20 Pre-Legislative and Post LegqustativesPobitical 
Experience 

As Table IV-12 shows, only one minister had leg- 
islative G6xperience|on a local body, while five of the 
U.F.A. cabinet members had held either party office or had 
been active in party work. While we do not know anything 
about the pre-legislative experience of P.E. Baker, four 
other-membersy J.R. Love, V.W. Smith, J.F. Lymburn and 
McLellan seem to have had no political experience before 
they were elected to the legislature. On the whole, the 
writer finds that the pre-legislative political experience 
Of the U.F.A. cabinet members was not very significant. 

A brief description of the post-legislative 
experience of the cabinet members is given below. V.W. 
Smith died in 1932 while still in office, and H. Green- 
fie1a® Betrred. from mpolttrcssins 1925 having: accepredaa 
federal government assignment in London, England. All other 
members retired from politics when the U.F.A. was defeated 
in’ the “general election of 1935. F.G. Grisdale entered 
the ea oean Civil Service and: is. still diving in Olds] Sb rown 
lee; after being defeated by Mrs. Rogers in 1935, retired 


from politics and died in 1961. G. Hoadley retired from 


Satter resigning his premiership, Greenfield aCCeprccura 
Dominion job and went to England as the Director of Can- 


adian Immigration. 
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politics and devoted his time . Che causemon public 

health until he died in 1955. P.E. Baker went back to 

bis »tarm; “at the time. of the gathering of these data 
(1968), he lived in Vancouver. J.R. Love became the 
President of the Cooperatives in Edmonton. / R.G. Reid 

also retired from politics and now (1969) is working as the 
febrarian tor Canadian Utilities, Ltd... in Edmonton., He vis 
one of the two living ex-premiers of Alberta. Mrs. Parlby, 
after serving in several social and educational insti- 
Poctons, died in 1965. |-O0.l. McPherson) died in “thes 1940%s 
and Lymburn in 1969. MacLellan and H. Allen, after their 
retirement from politics, worked as Directors of the Grain 
Growers Association for some time. MacLellan died in 1950's 
and Allen's whereabouts could not be ascertained. Alex. 
Ross, after being defeated in the 1926 general elections, 
magrated to, Victoria, British Columbia. None of the vba. 
ministers entered federal politics after retirement from 


the cabinet; in fact, none remained in active partisan 


polvetcs, 


eet Love told the writer that Mr. Love has suffered a 
stroke and is hospitalized. 
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TABLE IV-12 


PRE-LEGISLATIVE AND POST-LEGISLATIVE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE 


OF MINISTERS, U.F.A. PERIOD 


er ee a eee 
Pre-Leg. Pol. Experience No. Post-Léeg. Pol. Experience “No; 


—_—_—_—_———————— 


Legislative Experience ui Retired from Polatices 1: 
Party Work 5 Entered Federal Service 2 
No Political Experience 5 Died in Office 1 
Not Known 3 

Total 14 Total 14 


eer fe COMDaETSoOn Of the Pre-Lbegislative POolleElCcal Experience 
and Cabinet Members 


Of the thirty-three legislators of the U.F.A. era 
who had legislative experience of some sort before they were 
elected to the legislature, one eventually became a cabinet 
member. In other words, only one minister had some kind of 
legislative experience before he was first elected to the 
legislature. Twenty-six legislators obtained political exper- 
ience by serving in the party organization; of them five 
served in the cabinet. Further, none of the five legis- 
Tators who obtained political experience by contesting in 


élections® served in U.F.A. cabinets. Of the twenty-five 


Pliections other than the one in which he or she was elected 
to the legislature. 
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legislators in whose case no political experience before 
election to the legislature was ascertained, five served 


ern. POA teabinets:. 


4.22 Social Credit Regime 


There were forty-three cabinet ministers from 
meernvare Ss Cabinet of “1935 'to Harry /Strom'!sreconstructed 
ministry of 1969. As in the cases of the two previous 
eras, this period also witnessed three distinct ministries. 
Aberhart's ministry lasted from 1935 to 1943; Manning's 
ministry, formed in 1943, lasted till 1969; Harry Strom 
formed his ministry in 1969. Manning's ministry was the 
longest in the annals of Alberta, and one of the longest 
recorded in elective politics anywhere. A description 
of the socio-historical backgrounds of the ministers ser- 


ving under these premiers is given in the following pages. 


4.23 Birth-Places and Father's Status or Occupation 


One of the noteworthy features about the cabinet 
members under the Social Credit regime is that a large 
number of them were born in Alberta. 46.6% of the cabinet 
members of this era were native sons and daughters of 
Alberta. This was the first time in the history of Alberta 
that it was administered mainly by native-born people. The 
second largest group, as Table IV-13 shows, was composed of 
persons born in Ontario. Lastly, there was a considerable 


rise in the number of American-born members of the cabinet. 
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Five, or 11.9%, of the cabinet members were born in the 
United States. Altogether, 24% of them were born in for- 
eign countries and 76% were born in Canada. 

Regarding parental status or occupation, information 
was not available about sixteen per cent of the ministers. 
Available information does show that a large group of 
ministers, twenty, were born in farming families. 

The number of Alberta-born legislators was seventy- 
nine; nineteen of them became ministers eventually. Seven 
of the thirty-seven members born in Ontario were in the 
Social Credit cabinets. Of the twenty-nine legislators 
bern im the U.S.A., Live went to ithe Cabinet.” Four"“of the 
twenty legislators born in England, two of the seven leg- 
islators born in Saskatchewan, two of the four born in 
Prince Edward Island, and one each of the three born in 
Grelana, of the five born in Ouebecs and of the three born 
in British Columbia, became ministers in the Social Credit 
cabinets. None of the members born on the European Con- 


tinent reached this distinction. 
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TABLE. LV), 


FATHER'S OCCUPATION AND PLACES OF BIRTH 


OF MINISTERS, SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Places or Barth 
(Country or Province) Father's Occupation 
nena ek a ee ae eee eee 
No. 


oe 
an) 
O 
e 
oe 


Alberta 20 46.6 Farming 21 48.9 
Ontario 7 16.3: Business 4 aS 
Saskatchewan 2 (aaNet | Labour 4 O13 
Prince Edward Island 1 om) Socially Prominent 

famvly5. OCCUDAaLLOn 

not ascertained 6 71329 
Quebec | i 2S Poor family, 

occupation not 

known us PARSE 
New Brunswick dt Whe & Not Known a EO ees 
British Columbia 1 203 
America . 5 LENS 
England 4 OFS 
Ireland if PEAS 
Total ABS) “L000; Vtotat 45> 100.0 


AeA EtChoiceOrigin: and Relign ones 


our data indicate that, so far as the ethnic origin 
of the members is concerned, there was some innovation in 


this period. The largest single group was composed of eigh- 
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teen ministers whose ethnic origin was English. While 
these eighteen make up 41.9%, the Anglo-Saxon element 
accounts for only’ 69.83% of the total membership. There 
is a definite trend towards increased representation of 
peoples belonging to Continental European ethnic groups. 
This is especially so in the case of the Norwegian ethnic 
group, which contributed five ministers. 

Regarding the religious denominations of the min- 
isters, we notice a similarity with earlier regimes. As 
usual, a large majority of the members were Protestants 
ana only a little over 9% were Catholics. Among the 
Protestant sections, the United Church of Canada takes the 
first position; thirteen or 30.2% of the ministers were 
its members. More details are given in Table IV-14. 

It is stated elsewhere that the English ethnic 
group nares dominant place an the cabinets of the: socrax 
Credit regime. Eighteen of the seventy-four legislators 
of English origin were ministers in this period. Second 
in rank was the Scottish ethnic group with eight ministers 
out of forty-seven members. Three of the twenty-one leg- 
islators Of (irish origin, two. of the four legistatorjgor 
Danish origin, two.of the thirteen legislatorsvor Ukrainzvanm 
origin, two of the six members of German origin, and one 
each of the ten legislators of American, of the eleven 
members of French group and of the two legislators of 
Austrian origin were in the Savncee of the Social Credle 


regime. A noteworthy fact is that of the six Norwegian 
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legislators, all but one served in Social Credit cab- 
inet. At the same time, only one of the eleven leg- 
islators of French origin became a minister. 

Regarding religion, twelve of the seventy-five 
legislators belonging to the United Church of Canada, 
five of the sixteen Presbyterian legislators, five of the 
fifteen Baptists, five of the twenty-one legislators of 
the Church of England, three of the fourteen Mormon 
legislators, three of the five Lutherans, five of the 
seventeen Undenominated Protestants and four of the twenty- 
six Beqitstatons OL the, Catholicuchureh, served iungthe 


Gabanetsnot the SoGial Credit regame up to 1969. 
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TABLE IV-14 


ETHNIC ORIGINS AND RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS 


OF MINISTERS, SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Ethnic Group No. S Religion No. % 


oO eeSeSSeSSSFSFSSSSFFFSSFSSFSFFSSMeSSSSSFSseF 


English 18 41.9 United Church 

of Canada Ug) SO ree 
Scottish 8 co eaG Presbyterian 5 Lbs6 
Irish 4 ONS eS Church of England 4 Orns 
French 4 PaO Lutheran 3 VOW 
Norwegian 2 213.6 Baptist 5 ARM Leas 
Danish 2 4.7 Mennonites tA Zi 
Ukrainian Z 4.7 Mormon 3 Pal 
Austrian ak (aS) Undenominated 

Protestant 5 Ise poy 
German 2 7 Catholic 4 est 
Total 43 LO0020 Total 43 ._ 100.0 


A.2o HaducCacion and Occupation 


Educational levels and occupations of ministers 
are shown in Table IV-15. A little more than one-half 
of the ministers have had either collegiate or university 
education. Some of the information on this subject is not 


unambiguous. For example, several members have given their 


education as "public school". Shall we take this as elemen- 
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tary, junior or senior high school? The writer has de- 
cided to put all such cases under one category, namely, 
"Schools". The number of members who come under this clas- 
Surivcation was 46.5%. 

Data shown in Table IV-15, reveal that 37.23% of 
the ministers belonged to the teaching occupation. This 
is an interesting development which will be explored 
further in the next chapter. Agriculture and business have 
had considerable representation in Social Credit cabinets; 
32.6% of the members were either farmers or businessmen 
before they were elected to the legislature. Four members 
were doctors and three were lawyers. On the whole, it can 
be said that professional occupations like these had small 
representation. 

im comparing educational levels of the teqis@ators 
and cabinet members, we find that 110 or 50.5% of the leg- 
islators of this era had school education-as defined above- 
only, whereas twenty, or 46.5% of the cabinet members had 
education to this level. However, while 108 or 49.5% leg- 
tslaters had Higher education, twenty-three or 53.4270 
the cabinet members attained this level of education. 

| When the legislators and cabinet members are com- 
pared according to occupation, the following facts come 
to light: while legislators who had business and manage- 
ment as their occupation dominated the legislature, the 
teachers dominated the cabinet. Of the seventy-eight, or 


34.8%, legislators who were businessmen, only eight served 
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in the cabinet, whereas fifteen out of the thirty-eight 
teacher legislators served in the cabinet, constituting 

tae largest single group with 37:2%. Four of the twenty 
lawyer legislators, three of the thirteen doctor legis- 
lators, and two of the three legislators who were engineers, 
served as ministers. Though farmers constituted the second 
highest group with a membership of fifty-three, jor 23.fot 


the total legislators, only eight became members of cab- 


inets. 
TABLE. LV 1L5 
EDUCATION AND OCCUPATIONS OF MINISTERS» 
SOG EAL “CREDI®, PERIOD 

Educational Level No. 3 Occupation No. g 

School 20 46.5 Teaching 16 SF oe 

Collegiate e ThSe0) Farming 7 1623 

University 20 46.5 Business 1) 163 
Medicine 4 9.3 
Law 3 720 
Engineering 2 4.6 
Accountant 1 Ze 
Employees 3 10 


Tota. 43 > 100209 Total 43 100.0 
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4.26 Ages at Which Ministers Entered the Legislature and 
the Cabinet 


The ages of ministers when first elected to the 
legislature are given in Table IV-16. Fourteen ministers 
were "young" when first elected to the legislature, 
twenty-seven were of "middle" age and two were "old". 

The ages at which the members were appointed to 
the cabinet are given below. Five members were "young" 
when first appointed to the cabinet, thirty-two were in 
the "middle" age group, and six members were over fifty- 


five years of age when first appointed to the cabinet. 
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TABLE LV-16 


AGES AT WHICH MINISTERS ENTERED THE 


LEGISLATURE AND THE CABINET, SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Election to Legislature Appointment to Cabinet 
Years No. S Years No. S 


21-25 1 26-30 3 

se et 
26-30 8 S285 31-35 2 
31-35 5 36-40 10 
36-40 7. 41-45 4 74.4 
41-45 8 62.8 46-50 Lip 
46-50 8 52—55 6 
51-55 4 over 55 6 1359 
oven £55 2 Ave] 
Total 43 NOS PRE 8) Total 43 10020 


1 OAM | Comparison of stheeAges OLAMMIL Sterstwhen First Blected 


to the Legislature, and of all Members at First 
Election 
Twenty-nine legislators of the Social Credit period 
were first elected to the legislature when they were "young"; 
of them fourteen members eventually served in the cabinet. 


Thirty-two legislators were first elected when they were 
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between 36-40 years; of them seven became ministers later 
on. Thirty-five legislators were elected when they were in 
41-45 age group; eight of these eventually entered the 
cabinet. Eight of the thirty-seven legislators who were 
mny thes agen group, of 46-50) when«first elected to Pe (ec 
lature were appointed to the cabinet. Another thirty-nine 
legislators were in the 51-55 age group when first elected 
eo the legislature. Lastly two of the thirty-seven legis-— 
lators who were over fifty-five years of age when first 
elected to the legislature served in the cabinet. 

| R.C. Clark was the minister who was the youngest 
when first elected to the legislature being only twenty= 
three years old. The youngest minister was E.C. Manning, 
who was twenty-seven when he was appointed to the cabinet. 
Aberhart and Ethel Wilson were the oldest members when ap- 
pointed to the cabinet; both of them were fifty-seven years 


Old. 


4nzo) lOtal, Legislative Tenure, Pre-Cabinet: Legisiaenve 


Tenure, “and Cabinet Tenure of Ministers 
The total legislative tenure of ministers is as 
follows: four served less than five years, twelve served in 
the legislature from 6-10 years, six served from t1-15 
years, ten served from 16-20 years, eight served for 21-25 
years, and three served for more than twenty-five years. 
These data show that the Social Credit cabinet ministers 


have stayed in the legislature for a long time. Twenty- 
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seven ministers have served in the legislature for more 
than eleven years. Another point to be borne in mind is 
that seventeen ministers are still in office. A. J. 
Hooke has the distinction of serving in the legislature 
for the longest period. Elected in 1935 he is stilla 


member. 
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TABLE “LV= 1 7 
CABINET MINISTERS ' TOTAL TENURE IN THE LEGISLATURE, 
PRE-CABINET LEGISLATIVE TENURE, AND CABINET TENURE, 


SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Total Legislative Pre-Cabinet 
Tenure Legislative Tenure Cabinet Tenuret+ 
Years No. S No. S No. S 
None ~ 8* 18.6 
5 4 oS 10 past 2353 LY See 
8 present rors0 
o-10 a2 e729 5 past dieu ean 10 2963 
6 present sro ReS) 
en Capt o..o 1 past 2.3 10 23.3 
3 present Tene) 
76-20 BOM E23. 2 past 4.7 3 7.0 
ed ees ome te elo ti dpa 
26-30 A233 1 208 
Se he, 72 4.7 1 Zeo 
Total 43 100.0 43 100.0 43 100.0 


+For the cabinet tenure of past and present ministers, see 
Table £V-17 


eine vrinst, Socval Credit cabinet of ~1935 consisted of eight 
ministers who had no pre-cabinet legislative service. All 


other socred ministers served varied length of tenure in the 
legislature before appointed to the cabinet. 


4.29 Pre-Cabinet Legislative Tenure of Ministers 

The following facts were found regarding pre-cabinet 
legislative tenure of ministers: Eight ministers did not 
serve in the legislature before they were appointed to the 


cabinet. All these eight ministers were elected in 
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the 1935 general election and appointed to the cabinet 
soon after they were elected. Eighteen ministers served 
my the legislature from one to five years before they were 
enosen Fco.thercabinet: “In »othér words, nearly 42% of the 
cabinet ministers had served in the legislature between 
one and five years before they entered the cabinet. Another 
group of eleven ministers had put in 6-10 years service 
in the legislature before they were appointed to the cabinet. 
Four cabinet members had served the legislature from 11-15 
years before they became ministers; two ministers had 
served from 16-20 years before being appointed to the cab- 
inet. J. Hartley served for the longest period in the 
legislature before appointed to the cabinet; he had put in 
twenty years of service in the legislature before he became 
geministermorn 1955. 

The following *account is concerned: with thesmain- 
isters'tenure in the cabinet: seventeen ministers or 
39.5% have served for less than five years in the cabinet; 
ten members served for 6-10 years, another group of ten 
ministers served for 11-15 years, three served for 16-20 
years and three have served in the cabinet for more than 
twenty years. E.C. Manning enjoys the distinction of haying 
been a minister for the longest period of time, from 1935 
to 1969,when he retired from the cabinet voluntarily. A.J. 
Hooke served in the cabinet for the second longest period; 


heawasea minister forstwenty-six years; from 1943 to) 1969. 
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C.C. Ross, who died in office, served in the cabinet aroy 


EMewshOrtest period, one year.” 


a0) Past Cabinet! Ministers' Tanure 

There was a total of forty-three ministers during 
the Social Credit era from 1935 to 1969, of which seventeen 
are still in office. The tenure of the twenty-six min- 
asters no longer in office is as follows: nine ministers 
Served in the cabinet for 1-5 years, seven for 6-10 years, 
six for 11-15 years, one for nineteen years, one for twenty- 
Six years and one, E.C. Manning, for thirty-four years. 

Among the present cabinet members eight have served 
in the cabinet for less than five years, three members for 
b-LOe years, four ministers for 11-15 years and two for 16-20 
years. Among these ministers, G.E. Taylor has put in the 
longest service in the cabinet. He has served for nineteen 


years. 


ae D. Henderson, R. Ratzlaff and A. Ludwig who joined 
Strom's reconstructed ministry in 1969 have served in the 
Gabinet gor. less. than-one years--Since) they -aresstubt an 
office their tenures cannot be considered as the shortest 


ones. 
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TABLE IV-18 


CABINET TENURE OF PAST AND PRESENT MINISTERS, 


SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Tenure of Past Ministers | Tenure of Present Ministers 


tN 


Tenure No. Tenure No. 


ees 9 135 8 
6-10 ti 6-50 3 
11-15 6 Hel = 15 4 
tk62752,0 1 | 16-20 2 
2A 25 1 
26-30 4 
a5 i 
total 26 Total uy 


4.31 Legislative Tenure of Cabinet Members Compared With 
Tenure of Legislators as a Whole 
One hundred and six legislators served in the legis- 
MeacuLre trom I-S years; of them four “served in the cabinet: 
In” other words, while 106 legislators served for 1-5 years, 
only four cabinet members served that long in the legis-—- 
lature. Forty-nine members served for. 6-10 years; “of them 


twelve entered the cabinet. Thirty members served for 11-15 
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years; six of these served in the cabinet. Twenty leg- 
islators served for 16-20 years; of them ten became 
ministers.-- Eleven legislators served in the legislature 
for 21-25 years; among these are eight ministers. One of 
the five legislators who served for 26-30 years was a min- 
ister. Finally, four legislators served for 31-35 years 
iw*thevlegislature; of them two served in the cabinet also. 
We see from this that the long duration of the 
Social Credit era has brought about long service on the 
part of back-benchers. So far, two have served more than 
30 years, another four more than 25 years, another three 
more than 20 years and ten additional ones more than 15 


years. 


A332 PLeslLegislative and Post-Legislative Experience 


Our data suggest that the Social Credit ministers 
had very little political experience before they were 
etectedntotthe legislaturey «This wascduento thegfacteenat 
many ministers were teachers just before they were elected 
to the legislature. However, it may be true that a few 
cases which come under the category "no political experience” 
(see Table IV-18) might in fact have had some experience in 
the party organization, which is considered as polrezcar 
experience for the purpose of this study. But S¥ncegthe major 
sources of information on this aspect do not make statements 
about the political experience of so many ministers, the 


writer tends to believe that, on the whole, the pre-legis- 
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lative political experience of the Social Credit ministers 
is not very significant. Twenty-four ministers, or 55.8% 
of the total, seem to have had no political experience 
Before they were elected to the legislature. 

The following facts come to light regarding the 
post-legislative careers of the ministers. Five members 
retired from politics soon after their legislative tenure 
came to an end. Two members entered Federal politics, one 
Of whom (Solon Low) became Social Credit leader in the 
House of Commons. Two other members, I. Casey and R. H. 
McKinnon, entered the administrative services of the pro- 
vince. Casey, aoe being defeated in the 1955 general 
election, was appointed as the Director of the Workman's 
Compensation Board, and R.H. McKinnon was appointed as the 
Director of the Alberta Advisory Council of Human Resources 
after he was defeated in the 1967 general election. Further, 
eight members died while they were still in office. Seven- 
teen ministers or 39.5% are still in office. Though this 
is due partly to the expansion of the strength of the 
social Credit cabinets from eight in 1935 to seventeen ein 
1969, continuance in office of a large number of ministers 
for lengthy periods is responsible for the large percentage 
of the ministers who are Stil 1ivtorrice. 

Finally, if we compare the pre-legislative ex- 
perience of the minsiters with the legislators, the tor- 


lowing facts can be observed: While sixty-three er 30.77% 
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©f the legislators of the Social Credit period had pre- 
legislative political experience, thirteen or 30.2% of 

the cabinet members had that experience. Sixteen legis- 
lators obtained political experience by working in the 
party organization; of them only six members eventually 
became ministers. Lastly, 109 legislators had no previous 
political experience; of them twenty-four (55.8% of the 


ministers) served in Social Credit cabinets. 
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TABLE, IV=L9 


PRE-LEGISLATIVE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND 
POST-LEGISLATIVE CAREERS OF MINISTERS, 


SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Pre-Legislative 


Political Experience Post-Legislative Careers 
No. 3 No. S 
Legislative Retired from 
Experience D3 3.05.2 Politics 5 Lise 
Party Work 6 14.0 Retired from 
Office but still 
are in POlLtics 69 2059 


No Political 


Experience 24 55.28 Entered Federal 
Politics Z asf 
Died while in 
Office 8 LOG 
Still sserving 
as Legislators 2 4.7 
Still an ORpi cers 3975 


Total 43, 100.0 43 100=0 
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Summary 

On the whole, Anglo-Saxon protestants were 
dominant in all Cabinets of Alberta. However, in the 
Social Credit period there was a marked increase in the 
number of ministers of Continental European origin, and 
more than isolated individual protestants belonging 
Meirner co the Church of England nor to the major Non= 
Conformist denominations. Further, the analysis reveals 
that after the Liberal Period, ministers representing the 


social elite ceased to dominate the cabinet. 
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CHAPTER V 


A COMPARISON OF CABINET MEMBERS OF 


JHE VPHREE POLITICAL REGIMES 


in the preceding chapter an account was given of 
a certain number of socio-political attributes of Alberta 
cabinet members. An attempt is made here to compare, with 
reference to these attributes, the ministers of the three 


regimes. 


5-1 Ages at which the Ministers Entered the Legislature and 
the Cabinet 


The ages at which the cabinet members were elected 
to the legislature for the first time is shown in Table 
V-l. These ages are grouped into three categories with a 
view to making the description less complex. A large per- 
centage - 27.8% - of the cabinet members of the Liberal 
regime entered the legislature when they were below the 
age sof pthinty-five. Butiduring the UseRaA. era, ithesper— 
centage of members in this age-group sank to 14.3%. How- 
ever, during the Social Credit regime we notice the largest 
number of cabinet members to be were elected to the legis- 
lature when they were below the age of thirty-five years; 
fourteen members, or 32.6% were in the "youth" age bracket. 

Aetarge group Of members (O- all periods individ- 
ually and collectively were in the "middle"age category 


when they were elected to the legislature: 
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they accounted for 61.1%, 78.6% and 62.8% of the would-be 
ministers of the Liberal, the U.F.A. and the Social Credit 
regimes respectively. The largest percentage of the min- 
isters during the U.F.A. period were in middle age when 
elected to the legisiature. 

The ages at which the members were appointed to 
the cabinet are shown in Table V-2. Three cabinet members 
of the Liberal regime were in the "youth" age group when 
they entered the cabinet. No cabinet member of the U.F.A. 
period was in this age bracket when appointed to the cab- 
inet. During the Social Credit era the largest number of 
"youths" became cabinet members. However, the largest 
number of cabinet members of all the three regimes were in 
Emiddle"age bracket at the time of their appointment to 
the cabinet: 66.6%, 92.8% and 74.4% of the cabinet members 
Srethe daberal, the U.F.A. land the Social Credit segqimes 
respectively entered the cabinet in their middle ages. 
Conversely, the number of members who entered the cabinet 


above the age of fifty-five was also small in all periods. 
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TABLE V-l 


AGES AT WHICH CABINET MEMBERS WERE ELECTED 


TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR THE FIRST TIME 


Age Group Liberal Us A. nee 
No. % No. % No. S 

7A) 0 0 a 
cee Ror ge eee eos 
ea 35 5, 1 5 
36-40 3 3 7 
41-45 2 4 8 

Ger 7320 62.8 
46-50 2 2 8 
51-55 4 2 4 
56 & Over 1 DG iL Pied 2 4.6 
Not Known Ay Ped 0 0 
eee ae ere ee Be ee eee 
Total 18 100.0 14 100.0 43 100.0 
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TABLE V-2 


AGES AT WHICH MINISTERS WERE APPOINTED 


fO,lHE CABINET 


FLL a aC See enim eeneseeenes coe ee a 
Age Group Liberal UsSEAA. SiC. 


No. (3 No. z No. z 

ES 
26-30 0 0 3 

Ven ee oF 
ai 35 3 0 2 
36-40 3 | 3 10 
ote y 3 66.6 euaeooNs 4 74.4 
46-50 y 3 12 
51-55 4 3 6 
56 & over 2 shiek i To 6 13.9 
Not Known le 5.6 0 0 
Total se: en LOLOL) 14 100.0 43° 10026 


SazioeBirth-Places of Cabinet Members 

Table V-3 shows the places of birth of the cabinet 
members. According to this table, there were no cabinet 
ministers in either the Liberal regime or the U.F.A. regime 


who were born in Alberta. One of the significant develop- 


ments, as the figures indicate, is that 46.6% or nearly one 


half, of the members of the Social Credit cabinets were born 
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mY Alberta. This) suggests that. the province has come to 
have an ever increasing reservoir of native-born people 
BeeOCCupy leading positions. Another factor that draws 

our attention is that Ontario has been a prolific source 

OE FOOlLiticrans throughout the history of Alberta. Elieven 
of the eighteen Liberal nnn ees oe four of the fourteen 
U.F.A. ministers, and seven of the forty-three cabinet 
members of the Social Credit period, were born in Ontario. 
While there is a sharp decline in Ontario-born ministers 
after the Liberal period, yet the category persists. The 
number of members born in the British Isles was higher in 
the U.F.A. regime than in the two others; it was lowest in 
the Liberal era. Another factor which deserves our notice 
is that the number of the members born in the United States 
increased from nil during the Liberal regime to five 
during the Social Credit era. To summarize, we may say that 
the ea cabinets were more Central Canadian, the U.F.A. 
cabinets more British, and the Social Credit cabinets more 


Albertan when viewed from the point of birth places of 


members. 
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-COMPARATIVE PICTURE OF THE BIRTH PLACES OF MINISTERS 


ee 


Country or Province 


Libera 


1 


oe) 


Alberta 0 20 46.6 
Ontario vi Ol ae 20.6 7 INES) 
Quebec 3 Oued Pisgah iL eS 
New Brunswick , Z eek 1 PR She 
Prince Edward Island 14.3 aL Dae: 
Saskatchewan 0 Z 4.7 
British Columbia 0 i he 
England 0 4 
Scotland 0 a) 42.9 0 1 ENS 
Ireland 1 1 

UGS aA. Cas Tel 5 oESG 
Not Known A? 56 0 

Total 13°) 4.002 0 100.0 43 100.0 


a-35 Comparison Of Education Levels of the Ministers 


The education levels of members of different periods 


are given in Table V-4. 


It shows that the educational 


level of the ministers in the Liberal regime was higher than 
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that of their counterparts during the two other regimes; 
27.8% of them had common school education only and 72.23 
had higher education. If we compare this with the 
educational level of the members of the other two regimes 
we notice that the number of members who had higher edu- 
cation was the least in the Social Credit period. While 
53.5% of Socred ministers had higher education, 57% of the 
U.F.A. ministers went beyond high school. A large part 

of the remaining 43% of the ministers of the U.F.A. period, 
who had school education, had less than high school edu- 
cation, while only 21% of the Social Credit ministers are 
in the lowest education category. Liberal ministers, then, 
had the most ena education. Social Credit ministers are 
Bimtlaretortnose of the U.F.A. period but the Social Cred: 


group has fewer ministers with definitely little schooling. 
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TABLE V-4 


EDUCATION LEVELS OF MINISTERS 


OF DIFFERENT PERIODS 


a aaa aaa aS a a Se 


Education Level ‘Liberal iene Ae See 
No % No. z No. % 


Less than 


High School 3 Ge, 6 42.9 9 2029 
High School 2 ya Be 0 1: 257.10 
Collegiate 4 E10 5) 2 14.2 3 VIG 
University 9 500 6 42.9 20 46.5 
POtaLl 18 L000 14 100.0 43 100.0 


Byte A Comparative Analysis of the Occupations Of Ministers 


There are several variations in the occupation 
Sees of the cabinet members of different periods. During 
the Liberal regime 44.4% of the Cabinet ministers were law- 
yers. But this professional group secured less representation 
in the succeding two regimes; while 14.4% of the U.F.A. 
Winisters were lawyers, only 7% of the Social Credit minieters 
were. Further more, a large number of Liberal ministers were 
businessmen before they were elected to the legislature; 27.8% 


of the Liberal ministers had business as their main occupation. 
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Like the legal profession, this occupation also declined 
numerically in the U.F.A. and Social Credit eras, though it 
_ was lowest.for U.F.A. ministers. Fewer members of both the 
Liberal and Social 'Credit cabinets had farming as their 
occupation than the U.F.A. cabinet members. During this 
regime, as if to justify the title of the regime, 71242 

of the cabinet members were farmers. Their counterparts 

in the Liberal regime were 11.1% and in the Social Credit 
period, 16.3%. The most obvious change in the Social Credit 
period was in the field of teaching. We see a meteoric 
ee of cabinet members who pursued the teaching occupation 
from 5.6% in the Liberal period and zero in the U.F.A. 
Perro ibO 5/7. 2%. ih) the Social Credit "era. (feachers 
dominated the cabinets of the Social Credit period, 
apparently at the expense of the lawyers and businessmen. 
The position of farmers, though not stronger than it was 
ithe: U.F-A. period, 1s stronger than it: was during: the 
Liberal period. ro sum up, the Liberal cabinets were domi= 
nated by barristers, the U.F.A. cabinets by farmers and the 


Social Credit cabinets by teachers. 
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TABLE V-5 


OCCUPATIONS OF MINISTERS OF DIFFERENT PERIODS 


ee ee ee 
Occupation Liberal USF.A. eee 


Law 8 44.4 2 14.4 3 10) 
Other Professions 3 Noes, il Pi Aa 7 LGe2 
Teaching al 0 0 16 37 oZ 
Business A aoa 1 (ih i) £63 
Farming Z dal zat £0 Tage i Gnas 
Others 0 OF 3 Fs0 
Total 18 LOO. 0 14 100. 0 a3 LOO TO 


De CP BCan LC Origins of Cabinet Members 


A comparative picture of the members' ethnic origin 
is diven in Table V-6. This table indicates that there is 
a gradual increase in the precentage of the cabinet members 
belonging to the English ethnic group; in the Liberal regime 
Tes*strength an the’ cabinets was 33.36, in” the Ul oA. 
cabinets 35.7% and in the Social Credit cabinets, 41.9%. 
But the Scottish group in the Liberal cabinets constituted 
the largest single group; it accounted for 44.4% of the 


cabinet members. This group was even stronger in the U.F.A. 
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cabinets, (357.2%). However, its strength declined in the 
Social Credit era; only 18.6% of the cabinet members of 

this period were Scottish in Origin. "The Irish element, 
though not absent, was not a major group in any of the three 
periods. 

On the whole, one can say the Anglo-Saxon ethnic 
groups had a lion's share in the cabinets of all regimes; 
$553 oe os and 65213 of the cabinet members of the 
Liberal, the U.F.A. and the Social Credit periods respec- 
tively belonged to the Anglo-Saxon groups. Further, Table 
V-6 shows that the continental European ethnic groups, 
which had no representation in the Liberal and the U.F.A. 
cabinets, had remarkable Cabinet representation during the 
Social Credit era. Among the continental European ethnic 
groups the Norwegian group gained more cabinet positions 
than others. The French-Canadian element has declined in 
strength over a period of time. 

In conclusion, we may say that the Liberal and the 
U.F.A. cabinets were more homogeneous ethnically than the 
cabinets of the Social Credit period. The Province of 
Alberta became more mixed ethnically in the Social Credit 


era. This fact is reflected in the make-up of the province's 


cabinets. 
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TABLE V~-6 


CABINET MEMBERS OF DIFFERENT PERIODS AND 


THEIR ETHNIC ORIGINS 


ee re ee I ee ees See ee eee 
Ethnic Group Liberal UF A. SeGe 


English 6 3563 5 3 iets 18 41.9 
Seottish 8 44.4 8 BI. 2 8 136 
Irish ul 510 iL free 4 248) 
French 3 LG 2a/ 0 ab oe 
Norwegian 0 0 > yea. 
Danish 0 0 2 4.6 
Ukrainian 0 0 2 4.6 
German 0 0 2 4.7 
Austrian 0 0 1 Pig Bi! 
Total 18 100.0 14 100.0 43 10020 


5.6 Cabinet Members and Their Religious Denominations 


The religious denominations of the cabinet members 
of Alberta closely follow their ethnic identities. We have 
seen that the Anglo-Saxon elements were dominant in all the 
political regimes. From this it follows that a large 


majority of the members were Protestants; SSe Io, Gaede alld 
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90.7% of the cabinet members of the Pebera ll, “tiie: Ucrwme 
and the Social Credit regimes FEespectivery. § Catholics 
had a very meagre representation in the cabinets. There 
were three Catholic ministers in the Liberal period, one 
in the U.F.A. and four in the Social Credit regime. It is 
true that there were Catholic members in all regimes; but 
Catholics did not have uninterrupted cabinet representation. + 
Within the subgroups of Protestantism, the Presby- 
terian, Pe eiedeige and United Church of Canada constitute, 
over the) period of thisistudy, a single religious group. 
fe yas Ehenilargest group4in-all the“ three political regimes 
Gemrilbertan W660 7257713 >and@- 41. 63" of “Che ministers’ of the 
Liberal, the U.F.A. and the Social Credit periods respec- 
tively belonged to this major group. However, the strength 
of this group gradually decreased from 66.7% in the Liberal 
period to 41.8% in the Social Credit period. It seems 
that this downward trend was due to an upward trend in the 
immigrants from continental Europe and the United States. 


The Church of England had a slightly better position in the 


Lerom 1905 to 1909 there was no Catholic member in the 
cabinet. There were no Catholic cabinet members from 1910 
Gor lols when Gariepy was appointed to the cabinet.” (he was 
a cabinet member from 1913 to 1918. From 1918 to 1921 
Cote, another Roman Catholic was appointed to the ministry. 
But from 1921 to 1934 there again was no representation 
to Roman Catholics. From 1934 to 1935 J.J. McLellan was in 
the cabinet, and from 1935 to 1936, there was no Catholic 
once more. From then on, Catholic representation has been 
unbroken. In 1936 Maynard was taken to the cabinet and 
Served til) 1955. In 1955 Colborne was appointed as min- 
ister, and he is in office at the time of writing. From 
1962 to 1969 there were two Catholic members and at present 
(1969) there are three. (Colborne has recently become a con- 


vert to the Baptist Church). 
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USF.A. and the’ Liberal periods than in the Social Credit 
era, due probably to increases in the English element. 

The Lutheran Church gathered strength in the Social Credit 
period; in the first two regimes it had no representation, 
but three ministers of the Social Credit regime belonged 
fo this Church. The Baptists, Mormons, Mennonites, 
Evangelicals and Undenominated Protestants enlarged their 
representation in cabinets from one in the Liberal period 
to fifteen in the Social Credit era. This is indeed a 
spectacular growth. Again, this is due in part to influx 
of immigrants from the European countries and the United 
States, but even more to the early connection of Social 
Credit with Evangelical Protestantism. In conclusion, we 
may say that the Protestant members have dominated the 


cabinets of Alberta throughout. 
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RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS OF MINISTERS 


OF THE THREE REGIMES 


Religion Liberal ULFLA. SGe 
No. z No. z No. Z 
A 
United Church 
of Canada 0 ut 3 
Presbyterian 9 66.7 5 Sayeed! 5 41.8 
Methodist 3 2 0 
B 
church of 
England 2 du oe oars VA 230 eG 3 eG 
(ee) ie) 
. oe oP 
Lucheran @) 0.0 y @) O20 a 3 70 
: : 
D ie © 
cd ct 
ct 
Baptist i y z Z 5) 
cr N 
Mormon 0 ae + 3 
Mennonite 0 Lee 0 a boa Mi 34.9 
Evangelical 0 0 il 
Undenominated 
Protestants 0 2 S) 
E 
Catholics 3 16.7 1 Taek 4 LS neg 


Total 18 100.0 4 OS 0 43 100.0 
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p=) | Pre-legislative POLPercal Experience of Ministers of 


Dierttferent Regimes 
Table V-8 shows that 61.1% of the cabinet members 


in the Liberal regime had pre-legislative political ex- 
perience; among these 44.4% had their political experience 
either in municipal institutions or in the previous North- 
West territorial legislative assembly. If we compare this 
figure with those of the cabinet members in the U.F.A. 

and the Social Credit periods we notice a gradual decrease 
in the number of members who had pre-legislative political 
experience. Though six out of the eight cabinet members 
in the first U.F.A. cabinet had pre-legislative experience, 
a majority of the six cabinet members who joined the cab- 
inet later on had no previous political experience. Asa 
result the percentage of U.F.A. ministers who had pre- 
legislative experience came down to 50%. The figures for 
the Social Credit regime show that only 44.2% of the total 
ministers had pre-legislative political experience. Among 
Eneseigqnt members in the first Social Credit» cabinetim 
$935, Only four nad political experience belore Cheyiw-re 
elected to the legislature. Among the thirty-five who 
Formed the cabinet,later on, Only (1tteen Nad suchepre. 
legislative experience. Thus, as regards pre-legislative 
political experience there is little difference between 
the members of the original Social Credit cabinet and those 
that followed ee Further, among the members who had pre- 


legislative political experience, only thirteen of ‘the torty- 
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TABLE WV=8 


PRE-LEGISLATIVE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE 
OF MINISTERS OF DIFFERENT PERIODS 
Ia a ee es eee 


Pre-Legislative 
Political Experience Liberal Usk 6A: era Gt 


Legislative 

Experience 8 44,4 2 aS ees 3022 
Experience in Party 

Organization 3 Lol 5 Sioa 7 6 14.0 
Wo Political 

Experience 4 22iee 5 JSS ae 4 eons: 
Not Known 3 E67 2 14.2 0 

Total 18 100.0 14 10020) 435100 <0 


three ministers had this kind of experience in some other 
legislative body. These observations lead to a final 
point, Namely, that a large number of (the U.F. A. and Social 
Credit ministers were amateur politicians when they enter- 
ed the legislature. This may be due to several factors. 
First of all, these were new movements which came to power 
without having a long and strong political foundation, and 
thus they had insufficient numbers of trained politicians. 
This may be one of the reasons why the U.F.A. included Alex 


Ross, a labor member, and G. Hoadley, a Conservative, in its 
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Emoct cabinet of 1921. .Secondly, a large number of the 
Social Credit ministers were teachers and skilled pro- 
fessionals like doctors and engineers, some of whom entered 
higher levels of politics straight from professional life; 
twenty-three Social Credit ministers were either teachers 
or professionals before they entered the legislature. 

From this description, it becomes evident that the 
number of members who had no political experience was smal- 
Mest.4in the Liberal period, and largest in the Social Credit 


regime. 


Bao 4o-Cabinet Members" Tenures Compared 


A comparative analysis of the members' tenures in 
the cabinets of different regimes is given in Table V-9. 
It indicates that the largest percentage of the members of 
the Liberal cabinets served for the shortest period, while 
the lowest proportion of cabinet members of the Social | 
Creaqit, regime served in the cabinets from one (to lf iverveanc: 
No minister of the Liberal regime served throughout that 
period. But four members (Hoadley, Reid, P.E. Baker and 
Mrs. ‘Parlby) of the U.F.A. cabinets served during the entire 
period of that regime, i.e., for fourteen years. Against 
this one member of the cabinet of the Social Credit regime 
served from 1935 to 1969, (che end point of this study). 
Besides, 37.2% of the Socred ministers served for more than 


ten years; 13.9% of the total number have served for more 


than fifteen years. 
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TABLE V-9 


CABINET TENURE OF MINISTERS 


OF DIFFERENT REGIMES 


Spemennrenee O82 et SANE VAG ~ 8 Ee Sede ol ee 
Duration 


in Years Liberal Ut EA s.t.° 
No % NO.. Z No. Z 
seta ese a a2 a re a Pe eee eee 
1-5 Bs Ol 6 42.9 i EF 39.5 
Be10 3 eee 2 epee eh Dae 
11-15 4 PS ae 6 AIDES 10 235 
16-20 ~— ---- ~ ---- 3 70 
21-25 ~— ---- ~ ---- 1 VES | 
26-30 ~— ---- ~ ---- 1 2 
2 SS deme ---- - = 1L 23 
Total 18 LOO.0 14 1007.0 43 100.0 


* Social Credit cabinets have more than doubled in size 
Since 1935. Compared to the eight original ministers, 
there, were ten int 19447 1948, and 1952 thirteen un 1955 
and 1959; and fifteen in 1963 and 1967. The Strom Min-— 
istry (1969) contains seventeen ministers. 


7-907 Léegiustative Tenure Oofethe Ministers ofeDi-bferent 


Regimes are Compared 


While 62.8% of the Social Credit ministers served 
inethe hegislature fortmnore/thanitenoyears, 50% andr5/% of 


the members of the Liberal and the U.F.A. cabinets respec- 
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tively did so. The near-monoply of Social Credit in the 
higher tenure categories is of course a result of the long 
duration of the regime. 


TABLE V-10 


MINISTERS' LEGISLATIVE TENURE 


Duration 
in Years Liberal SE AS Seer 
No. z No. z No. Z 
1-5 3 Ged, 3 ai eed 4 9.3 
6-10 6 oot 2 Baa aS 12 27.9 
11-15 7 38.9 i. 5020 6 D329 
16-20 i 5.6 0 ae at pas URS 
21-25 il 5 0 8 18.6 
26-30 0 I Pica | A: as 
31-35 0 0 2 Ak 
Total Le 100.0 14 L60..0 43 100.0 


5.10 Ministers’ Pre-Cabinet Legislative Tenure 


Twenty-six members were appointed to the cabinet 
immediately after their election to the legislature; of 
these, eleven were in the Liberal regime, seven in the 


U.F.A. and eight in the Social Creidt regime. One note- 
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worthy fact is that no Social Credit member was appointed 
to the cabinet immediately after his or her election to the 
legislature except the eight members who joined the first 
social Credit cabinet of 1935. All other Socred ministers 
served varied=terms; some’ as long as fifteen to twenty 
years, in the legislature before entering the cabinet; 

ten members waited for ten or more years before they became 
ministers. Hartley served twenty years in the legislature 
before he entered the cabinet in 1955. But in the case of 
Liberal ministers the story is different; only six of the 
eleven immediately appointed members were elected to the 
first legislature after the general election of 1905. 

Regarding the U.F.A. ministers, six of the eight 
members of the first cabinet in 1921 became ministers after 
they were first elected to the legislature. The remaining 
two had been legislators in the previous regime (Ross and 
Hoadley). Later on, Lymburn was appointed to the cabinet 
immediately after he was elected to the legislature. 

At present, there are seventeen ministers in the 
cabinet; among these one (Ratzlaff) served for less than two: 
years in the legislature before entering the cabinet; seven 
served from three to five years, three from six to eight 
years, four from nine to eleven years, one fourteen years, 


and one - E.H. Gerhart - fifteen years, before they were 


appointed to the cabinet. 
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TABLE V-11 


MINISTERS' PRE-CABINET SERVICE IN 


THE LEGISLATURE 


ee a ae eee Wee eee 
Years Liberal Ura SOCtaw Creare 


0 aia is 8 
2 Years or 

Less ui 0 6 
8=5 | 2 8 2 
6-8 3 2 5 
Sra 1 0 7 
1s 2) 0) 2 2 
dhar isd! 0 0 1 
18=20 0 0 2 
Total 18 14 43 


sey) Post-Legislative Careers of the Ministers 


Tne post-legislative careers Of the’ members are 
classified in Table V-12. The table excludes the seventeen 
members of the Strom's Cabinet (1969) and the two former 
Ministers still serving in the legislature. Data show that 
a lerge number of the U.PSALS ministers retired from poli— 
tics soon after they ceased to be ministers; 78.6% of them 


retirea trom politics when their legislative tenures ended. 
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Against this the lowest percentage of (11.6%) Socred min- 
isters retired from politics after their legislative ten- 
ure. One interesting political phenomenon is that a large 
group of eight members, or 44.4% of the Liberal ministers, 
entered federal politics when their legislative tenures 
ended. But none of the U.F.A. cabinet members ever entered 
Pederal politics; two of the Social Credit tinisters entered 
Federal politics but only one of them succeeded and the 
other contested for a seat in the Federal parliament but 

was defeated in the general election. The figures up to 

the end of 1968 show that the percentage of ministers who 
died while they were in office is higher for Social Credit 
than for the other two regimes. Further, 16.3% of the Social 
Credit ministers, though retired from office, are still 
active in politics. Two of them, Casey and McKinnon, are 
serving as Directors of the Workman's Compensation Board 

and the Alberta Advisory Council on Human Resources respec- 
tively. While two Liberal ministers and two U.F.A. min- 
isters joined the bench, none of the Social Credit min- 
isters joined the judicial service, but one, C.E. Gerhart 
entered politics before he died in 1965. In conclusion, 

one can say that the door of Federal politics was wide 

open to the retired Liberal ministers, the U.F.A. min- 
isters had no particular place to go, and some Social Credit 


ministers became beneficeries of provincial patronage. 
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TABLE V=12 


POST-LEGISLATIVE CAREERS OF THE MINISTERS OF 


DIFFERENT REGIMES 


Post-Legislative Career Liberal Uo a. SeC. 
No. S No. S No. S 


oat 


Entered Federal 


Politics 7 S86 0 0 Je 0G 3 
Entered Bench 2 Pisce 2 LA 33 OF 0 
Bntered Politics in 

another Province ab 56 0 0 BR eh ee 
Entered Municipal 

Politics 0 0 0 0 tine 42 
Retired from office 

DUcIstill in politics 0 0) 0 0 gi 292 
Retired from Politics 5 Pag fats’ alae 78.6 5) 20.8 
Died in-Office 2 lee if hei os Ses 
Not Known i 5. 6 -- ---- - —--- 
Total 18 0 0.0 14 1002.0, 224 206-6 


rT 


5.12 Post-Cabinet Legislative Services of the Minister: of 
the Three Regimes 


In the Liberal regime seven ministers served in the 
legislature for varied terms after they quit the cabinet. 


While there were only two such cases in the U.F.A. there were 
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ten instances during the Social Credit period. The post— 
cabinet legislative services of the members varied from 
one year to fifteen years; Ansley of the Social Credit 
regime served in the légistature for®fifiteen years atter 


he left the cabinet. 


TABLE V-13 


POST-CABINET LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 


OF THE CABINET MEMBERS 


Duration 


in. Years Liberal Web OAS Social Credit 
Z2eYears-or Less al 2 2* 
3e= 5 4 0 i 
6 - 8 2 0 0 
More than 9 Years 0 0 af 
Total. sf 2 LO 


*I. McLaughlin and Hooke are still serving as legislators. 


5.13 A Comparison Ofte Ry Ducane Cabinet Members of the 
Three Regimes 


The "typical" (i.e., modal) cabinet member of the 
Liberal regime had the following characteristics and quali- 
fications: He was born in Ontario in a farming family, 
belonged to the Scottish ethnic group, and belonged to the 


Presbyterian Church. He had university education and 
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TABLE V-14 


LEGISLATIVE TENURE OF MINISTERS AND BACKBENCHERS 
Tenure Liberal Lie bua Social credit 
in 
Years 
Ministers Backbenchers Ministers Backbenchers Ministers Backbenchers 
No. Z No. Z No. Z No. Z No. % No. % 
1-5 3 kG? 47 51.6 3 2a 4 43 50:30 4 2 ey 102 7566.0 
6-10 6 Spee! 34 5/24 3 Wg Pes 20 23%5 2 2469 Spi 2068 
11-15 7 38.9 6 6.0c0 7 50.0 22 25.9 6 13 9 24 1352 
16-20 is Se 2 2 02 0 6:0 0 16 O33 10 sie: 
21-25 ci 526 2 2 0 O20 8 Le.6 3 126 
26-30 0 0 J: Pen: 0 2 2a 4 A Ve 
31-35 0 0 0 0 2 AH Z 132 
Totals. Ss 100.0 91 100.0 14 L020 85 200 £0 43 OO 40 Rice LOO0ED 


practiced law. He was 31 to 35 years of age when first 
elected to the legislature and ere the cabinet when 
Re~was between 36 “and 45 years of age. It is likely that 
he served in the legislature for 11 to 15 years and in the 
cabinet for less than five years. He had some political 
experience before elected to the legislature. He entered 
Pederal politics after retiring from the provineial leg- 
islative service. 

The "typical" cabinet member of the U.F.A. regime 
differed from the "typical" Liberal minister in these 
peace: He also was born in Ontario but into a business 
family. He himself was a farmer, was elected to the leg- 
islature for the first time when was he was between 41 and 45 
years of age and, significantly, entered the cabinet in the 
same age bracket. At the end of his legislative service he 
eLivred from politics. 

fhe typical” cabinet minister of the Social Credie 
period? differs from the ministers of the other regimes in 
that he is a native of Alberta, is of the English ethnic 
group and is a member of the United Church of Canada. He 
comes from the teaching profession and was elected to the 
legislature for the first time when he was between 40 and 
50 years of age. He became minister when he was between 
46 and 50 years of age and served in the cabinet for Il to 


15 years; he had no political experience before he was elec- 


ted to the legislature. 


*excluding the members of the present cabinet. 
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CHAPTER VI 


WOMEN LEGISLATORS OF ALBERTA 

Nothing has been written on the social and policical 
background and characteristics of the Legislators: of 
Alberta in general and of its women legislators in par 
ticular. The little primary information available is 
scanty and scattered. An attempt is made here to system- 
atize the scattered pieces of information with a view to 
describe the political and social roles, religions and 
ethnic affiliations, education and age levels, and occu- 
pation patterns of the women legislators of Alberta. As 
apoLeliMinary to this a brief account of: the political 
emancipation of the women of Canada is given. 

The nineteenth century had witnessed a rapid 
spread of liberty and equality in the western world. 
But in the initial stages of this democratic development, 
democracy had concrete meaning only for men, and for a 
long time for only part of them. However, a eS not 
take long for women to realize their lack of a basic share 
of democratic power. They began to demand political, 
social and economic equality with men. Enlightened scholars 
like John Stuart Mill championed the cause of women's 
political emancipation which greatly helped the acceler- 
ation of the women's movement. This was by no means an 
easy task. Deeply rooted prejudice and religious stigmas 


stood in the way of their movement and prevented women from 
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attaining equal rights and political status with men for 
a considerable length of time. In France, though universal 
suffrage was introduced for men in 1792 (Gbttsuffieredea 
set back under the empire and was finally re-established 
under the Third Republic) it was withheld from women until 
the ordinance of 1944, which enabled women to vote, for 
the) first time, in 1945. 
In Great Britain, women attained political equality 
Oniytas a result.o£ a.long,and)bitter struggles (itis 
remarkable that the women of Canada in general and women of 
Alberta in particular, won their franchise much earlier 
than gtheireacounterparts in England.+ Comparatively 
speaking Australia was the first to give franchise to 
women: the Commonwealth Franchise Act of 1902 gave voting 
rights to the women of Australia. Moreover, the women of 
Western and South Australia had voting privileges long 
before 1902. South Australia in 1894; Western Australia in 1899. 
The women of the United :States had to fight a 
long battle before winning theim political rights ihey 
spurred their, efforts to win the right to vote tn the 
post-civil-war period. Yet by World War I only a few 


states had given the franchise to women. It was only after 


tuowever, Quebec was an exception. It granted franchise to 
its women in 1940. In England the electoral reform bill 
of 1918 gave the vote to all.women over the age of thirty. 
Ltiwas only in 1928 that this age discrimination was re- 
moved and women were placed on an equal footing with men. 


Encyclopaedia Britanica, Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britanica, 
incwevole 230 (L968) pis 634. 
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a militant campaign in 1917 that Woodrow Wilson took the 
Side of the women's movement, which subsequently facili- 
tated the adoption of the 19th amendment to the American 
constitution which gave political irmights to women.“ 

In contrast to these facts, Canadian women, with 
the exception of those in Quebec, won their political 
nights without a fight... The Canadian effort to extend 
democracy to women has been "a struggle, but never a 
fight".> Mrs. Anne A. Perry who was one of the leading 
women of the women's franchise movement declared "per- 
Be ton; not force, was the lever which gradually caused 


the gates of political freedom to swing open for Canadian 


women. "4 Among the provinces of Canada the prairie prov- 


eamendnent KEX, Section one Of the constitution of tne 
finited States of America reads: "The rights .of citizens Jor 
the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any state on account of sex." 


The women of Wyoming enjoyed political rights from 1869, 
women of Colorado from 1893, Idaho 1896 and Utah 1896. 
Howard R. Penniman, Sait's American Parties and Elections, 
New York: (Appleton Century Crofts, Inc.) 5 ed., 1952, p. 55. 


catherine Lyle Cleverdon, The Woman Suffrage Movement in 
Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1950) p. 4. 
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inces were the first in granting the franchise to women: 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta gave their women pol- 
itical rights to vote and to hold office in 1916. The 
prairie provinces were thus the pioneers in the cause of 
women's political emancipation. 

The Dominion Government of Canada gave voting 
rights to Women who were relatives of the members of armed 
forces in 1917 and they were empowered to hold office in 
1919. Universal suffrage was introduced in 1918 and the 
Dominion Elections Act of 1920 empowered women to hold 
rfid - 

This brief comparative account of women's pol- 
itical emancipation is given in order to emphasize the 
particular position of Alberta women. The suffrage move- 
ment in every Canadian province was activated and led by 
a small group of determined workers. They had the support 
of sincere and influential pressure groups like women's 
organizations, farmers' and labour groups, Protestant 
@lengy tandathe press«.sIn Alberta,,.the Unltederamjers, 
women's organization seems to have been instrumental in 
the political and economic emancipation of women. For- 
tunately there was no organized opposition to this move- 
ment in Alberta. The issure of women's suffrage was a 
non-party issue. "Alberta, a pioneer community, has al- 
most always displayed a liberal attitude towards women. 
Alberta was the first province to elect a woman to the leg- 


islature, the first to appoint a woman judge, and closely 
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followed the example of British Columbia in bestowing cabinet 
rank upon a woman">, The same. author further states that 
the Alberta Government was the only one of the nine pro- 
vinces which supported the women in their classic struggle 
to gain recognition as "persons" in the eye of law, which 
made them eligible to become members of the Canadian 

Senate. ° Mrs. Nellie McClung was the leader of the women's 
movement in the prairies. She had a group of able col- 
leagues like Mrs. Janey Canuck, Mrs. Louise McKinney, Mrs. 
Irene Parlby, Mrs. Henrietta Muir Edwards and Mrs. Emily 
Murphy. Besides, James Speakman, President of the United 
Farmers' Association (whose son became a member of the legis-— 
lature of Alberta in 1940) was a strong supporter of women's 
movement. On 9th October, 1914, the then Liberal party 
leader and premier of Alberta A. L. Sifton received a dele- 
gation, which claimed to represent 40,000 people, with the 
demand for women suffrage. | Though he was not fundamentally 
opposed to the feminist movement he did not take immediate 
action to ameliorate their grievance. It seems that he 
wanted women to be educated before they got voting rights; 
also he thought that rural women were not very enthu- 


Siastic about their franchise. He was quick to point this 


>cleverdon, op. cit., Pp- 66. 


Oravards We Attorney-General for Canada, (1930) Ave. 124. 
7Lewis G. Thomas, The Liberal Party in Alberta, (TOLrONnTG: 


University of Toronto Press, 1959) p. 164. 
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out when he received the women's delegation. However, in 
IJTG6 he introduced a.bill in the legislature to grant the 
franchise to women. Michener, the then Conservative leader 
of the opposition and father of the present Governor- 
Genexal-of Canada, strongly supported the bill. Lucien 
Boudreau, a French Canadian member of the house, who rep- 
resented the constituency of St. Albert, was the only one 
to oppose the bill in the house. The bill was approved by 
ENceleguslature on b9th April, 1916. This statute gave the 
women of Alberta power not only to vote but also to hold 
office. In the 1917 general election two women, Mrs. 
Louise McKinney and Miss Roberta McAdams were elected to 
the legislature for the first time in the history of Alberta. 
The former represented Claresholm and the latter overseas 
servicemen. | 

Mrs. Louise McKinney was one of the leading 
figures in thé women's movement in the prairie provinces 
Of Canada. She had the unigue honour of being the firse 
woman to be elected as a legislator in the whole of 
Ganada. She was one of the two NoOn-=partisan League rep-— 
resentatives in the house (the other was J. Weir). She 
contested the general election of 1921 on the U.F.A. 
ticket. She was defeated, however, by T.C. Milner, an 
Independent, by a small majority of forty-six votes. Born 
in Ontario, she was brought up on a farm. She was Irish 
and belonged to the Methodist Church. With the defeat in 


the 1921 general election her political caréer Seemed to 
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have come to an end. Whatever her later history may have 
been, she had left a hallmark in the history of Aiberta 

and the men and women of this province have the distinction 
of having been first to return a woman to a provincial 
legislature. 

Miss McAdams, a nursing sister and dietitian, re- 
ceived her education at the University of Chicago and at 
Guelph. Before she was elected to the legislature she 
served in the Government of Alberta. Born in an Irish 
family she belonged to the Church of England. She was 
active in organizing women's institutes in the 1910's. 

As servicemen's representative - she was serving as a 
nursing sister in the First World War - she belonged to 

no political party. She was a legislator for only one 
term, 1917 to 1921. Not much is known about her post= 
degislatorial career. “She married, in 1920, Mr. Price and 
Pivedmelt calgary.  ohe did noti contest che 192V general 
election and retired from politics thereafter. 

It may be interesting to note in this connection 
that New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island had not 
elected a woman to their legislative assemblies by the 
time this writer was gathering material on this subject in 
1968. Nova Scotia did not elect one till 1960 (Mrs. 
Gladys Porter) and Quebec did not elect one till 1962 when 


Mrs. Claire Kirkland Casgrain was elected to the legis- 
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Mrs. Nellie Letitia McClung and Mrs. Mary I. 
Parlby were elected in the 1921 general election. Both 
of them were widely known persons who were among the 
"famous five".? Mrs. McClung came to Alberta from Man- 
itoba in 1914. She was not only an eloquent speaker but 
also a writer anda novelist. By the time she died she 
had fifteen books to her credit. Her contribution to the 
prohibition act and women's franchise act in Alberta is 
generally considered as substantial. Along with Mrs. 
Parlby, she was a Canadian delegate to the League of 
Nations in 1938. She was the first woman to become a 
member of the icupec! board of governors, serving in that 
position from 1936 till 1942. Unlike the women legislators 
Gh eneifourth legislature «(1917 tovlg2hy yrs |e Parlby tand 
Mes? McClung) had party affilvations. Themtormer betonged 
COLtHe USF SA. Yard the Latter“was*a Liberals’ “Mrsteic@iung 
and her husband moved to the west coast in 1933 where she 


10 
died at the age of seventy-seven in 1950. 


ophis account of women legislators is based on the material 
found in the respective volumes of the Canada Parliamentary 


Guide. 


"urs. McClung, Mrs. Parlby, Mrs. McKinney, Emily Murphy 
and Mrs. Henrietta Muir Edwards are generally considered 
as the "Famous five" women because of their part in the 


fight to secure a senatorship to women. 


105 ersonal file of Mrs. McClung maintained in the legis- 
lative library. 
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Mrs. Parlby, born in England and brought up in 
India (she lived in India for six years with her parentsjoo- 
came to Alberta in 1896 as a visitor, married Mr. Parlby 
and settled down in Alberta. Coming from a politically 
active family (her grandfather was a member of the British 
House of Commons) she had a zeal for public service. As 
a wife of a farmer she knew the problems of farmers and 
took an active part in the United Farmers women's organ- 
ization. In 1915 she became the President of this organ- 
ization. Her political career was special and interesting 
in two senses. She was a member of the legislature during 
the entire regime of the U.F.A. from 1921 to 1935. More 
important, she was the first woman member of the legis- 
lature to become a cabinet minister. She was in the cabinet 
aseariminister without,portfolio, for, fourteen years<, ~in 
1930 she had the honour of being one of the three Canadian 
delegates to the League of Nations. Due to illness she 
fetiaxced from politics: in 1935 without contestingy the 
1935 general election. During the sixth and seventh 
legislatures of Alberta, Mrs. Parlby was the lone woman 
M.L.A. She was one of the five Alberta women who appealed 
in 1929 to the Privy Council and won for women the right 


to become members of the Canadian Senate. Having been made 


an honourary Doctor of Laws by the University of Alberta 


Peet fi McKinney, "The Hon. Irene Parlby" (unpublished mas- 


ter's thesis, the University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1953) 
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my L935 -"she Subsequently served on its Board of Governors. 
Though shy and of retiring nature, she did contribute sub- 
stantially to the political and economic emancipation of 
women in Alberta, and Alberta lost one of its best 
citizens in 1965 when Mrs. Parlby died at the age Yor *ninety— 
seven. 

In 1935, when the newly founded Social Credit 
party won a landslide victory, two seats went tots 
women followers: Mrs. Edith Hannah Gostick and Mrs. Edith 
Blanche Rogers were elected on the Social Credit ticket 
from Calgary and Ponoka constituencies respectively. Mrs. 
Gostick was born in England, Mrs. Rogers in Nova Scotia. 
There are many incidental similarities between these two 
women legislators. Both of them belonged to Anglo-Saxon 
stock; were the same age; belonged to the same party; were 
elected in the same year (1935), and both were defeated in 
the 1940 general election. Mrs. Rogers had the credit of 
defeating the ex-premier, Mr. Brownlee, in the 1935 gen- 
eral election. However, after her defeat in the general 
election of 1940, Mrs. Rogers retired from provincial 
politics. In 1959 she was elected a member of the Edmonton 
School Board, which position she still holds at the time 
of writing. 

Born in Nova Scotia and brought up on a farm, Mrs. 
Gostick came to Alberta when she was young. She repre- 
sented Calgary and served only one term in the legislature. 


Reter her defeat in the 1940 general election she was ap- 
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pointed as Provincial Librarian of the Library in the 
provincial legislative building. After retirement, she 
moved to the west coast. 

The Ee TS Terepee of Alberta had only one 
woman Vea onesie Mrs. Cornelia Wood was elected on the 
Social Credit ticket in the 1940 general election repre- 
senting Stony Plain constituency. She has the distinction 
of being the woman M.L.A. of Alberta with the longest 
period of service. She served for twenty-three years from 
1940 to 1967, with one break between 1955 and 1959. In 
the 1955 general election she was defeated by a Liberal 
gandidate, Mr. McLaughlin, eat she was re-elected from the 
Bane, <cOns Lituency) In ethe 1959 and 1963,.genéernal elections. 
She was born and meen on a farm in the United States, 
coming to Alberta in 1904 when she was twelve years old. 
She evinced keen and active interest in public life. She 
was the mayor of Stony Plain and Chairman of the local 
school board. From 1937 to 1940, she was a member 
of Social Credit's women's auxiliary organization and 
the Alberta Women's Institute. Her political career 
came to an end in 1967 when, due to some differences with 
the Social Credit party, she contested the general election 


diy 
as an Independent Social Crediter. She suffered a hum- 


The writer was told that Mrs. Wood was placed on the 
Social Credit party ticket in 1963 on the understanding 
that she would retire from office in 1967 to give a 
chance for an younger candidate. 
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te Lat ing defeat in the election, polling the least number 
of votes, and losing her deposit. Thus ended the legis- 
lative career of the woman whose tenure was the longest 
among the women legislators of Alberta. 

Mrs. Rose Wilkinson was one of the two women ele- 
Gted.to the, legislature in, the 1944) general election. | She 
was an M.L.A. for nineteen years, from 1944 to 1963. She 
Tepresented Calgary throughout and belonged to. the Sociad 
Credit party. Regarding length of tenure among women, she 
was second only to Mrs. Cornelia Wood. Born in Ireland, 
she came to the United States, where she met and married Mr. 
Wilkinson of Saskatchewan, and the couple came to Calgary 
in 1927. She had ample political experience before she 
was elected to the legislature, having been a councillor 
and Alderman of Calgary for twenty years. She was very 
popular among Calgarians. Her motto was "Do all the good 
you can, to all the people you can and at all the time you 
Canis "Rosie", as she was popularly called, was a kind- 


hearted social er She did not contest the 1963 


tan incident is narrated in her biographical file main- 
tained in the Glenbow foundation at Calgary: One rainy 
day a certain family at Calgary was thrown out by their 
landlord. The distressed people phoned "Rosie" for help. 
Not minding the pouring rain, she took her own furniture 
and clothings and went there personally to deliver them. 
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general election and retired from politics thereafter. 
Much to the surprise and disappointment of Calgarians 
she moved. to Edmonton with a view to live closer to her 
son in 1966 and died in 1968 at the age of eighty-three. 

Mrs. Edith Beatrice Thurston was also elected on 
the Social Credit ticket in 1944 and served in the legis- 
Wature for only one’ term. She had’ no political exper- 
zence before she was elected to the legislature. She was 
born in England in,1882 and migrated to Canada at a young 
age. There is nothing very spectacular in her politiéal 
ret She retired from politics in 1948. The writer was 
informed that she left Edmonton in the next year and that 
she retired from politics altogether. 

Born and brought up in Alberta, Mrs. Gladys Robin- 
son was the wife of a member of the Alberta legislature 
trom 1055 to 1953.. She was elected in @ by-electiom in 
1953 to the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Robinson. 
Like her husband, she was elected on the Social creaie: 
ticket. There is very little information about her pre- 
legislative career. It seems she had no poll tical exder- 
ience except for her participation in general elections 
on ee husband's behalf. However, she was re-elected in the 
1955 and 1959 general elections and=throughout she repre- 


sented the constituency of Medicine Hat. She died Tit ad 


while a member of the legislature. 
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Mrs. Ethel Sylvia Wilson is one of the two women 
legislators born in Alberta. She was first elected in the 
1959 general election to represent Edmonton North. Brought 
up on her father's farm, she was educated in the public 
schools and in business college and had considerable pol- 
itical and organizational experience before she was elected 
to the legislature. She was Alderman and Secretary-Trea- 
eumerwOt the Edmonton City :Council. She was also a member 
of the Edmonton women's club. She was appointed a minister 
WEtCROGL portlolio in’ 1962, which post’ she holds fat the time 
of@writing. Tae she is the second woman to have become 
a cabinet minister in Alberta. 

In summerizing the biographies of the eleven women 
legislators of Alberta, we find that seven belonged to the 
Social Crédit party,eone tothe Luberal tpayty, one to the 
UsPeA Sand two to novparty.~ All belonged to the Anglo- 
Saxon ethnic group: six Die Parlby ,, Mrs. Gostick, Mrs; 
Wood, Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. Thurston and Mrs. Wilson) were 
English, three (Mrs. McKinney, Mrs. McClung and Mrs. Wil- 
kinson) Irish, and two, (Mrs. Rogers and Miss McAdams), 
Scottish. 

So far as their occupations were concerned, eight 
were working women and three housewives. As regards re- 
ligion, two of the women legislators were Presbyterians, 
three Methodists, one Baptist, one Anglican, one Pente- 


costal, one Catholic and two belonged to the United Church 


of Canada. In other words, ten of them were Protestants 
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and only one a Catholic. All the women legislators were 
formally educated; two (Miss McAdams and Mrs. R. Wilkinson) 
mad sunLVersity training, two had collegiate education, 
four had high school education, and three had less than 
high school education. Four (Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Robinson, 
Mrs. Wood, and Mrs. McKinney) were born and brought up in 
farm families. Seven of the women legislators came from 
urban areas. Nine were either foreign born or born outside 
Alberta. While at least three were first elected past the 
age of 65, it seems that no woman entered the legislature at 


ain.age below forty. 


summary 

We can summarize by saying that the women of 
Alberta were aggressive politically, securing early 
representation in legislature and Cabinet and being in- 
strumental in establishing the right of women to sit in 
the senate of Canada. If the number of women legislators 
remained small, eleven is still a respectable number if 
we consider the short history of women's political rights 
in Alberta. 

As we compare the women legislators of Alberta 
with their male Colleagues, we find them to be older at 
the time of election (none below the age of forty was 
elected), and to have less formal education. None of the 
women was engaged in business or farming, and all of them 
were of Anglo-Saxon stock. Because of the recent history 
of their involvement in the legislative life of Alberta it 


is not surprising to find that the majority of women leg- 
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TABLE. Vii-2 
EDUCATION LEVEL AND OCCUPATION PATTERNS OF 


WOMEN LEGISLATORS OF ALBERTA 


se rs 
Education Level No. S Occupation 


a 


Less than High School 2 PS BRE Housewives 4 36.4 
High School 4 36.4 Nursing 2 Se 2 
Collegiate Education 2 Lee 2 Author i Oren: 
Mere cy education 2 13st Teachers x esa E 
Telegraphic 
Operator ui ak 
Employee in 
Industry x edb 
Total 11 00207 OL at ivy -20.0-0 
TABLE VI-3 
AGE AT ELECTION TO THE LEGISLATURE AND BIRTH PLACES 
OF WOMEN LEGISLATORS OF ALBERTA 
Age at Election No. % Birth Place No. % 
40-45 2 ae (1) Alberta 2 LSee 
45-50 3 23 (2) Ontar1e 5 2733 
50-55 2 1374 (3) Nova Scotia 1 9.0 
55-60 Z 18.2 (4) England 3 Zhe 
60 & Over I Oma (5) Ireland a 9.1 
Not Known is Lees (6) U.S.A. a Neel 
oe ~~  LOOL 0) Pokal ~~ ee 
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islators represented the Social Credit party. 
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CHAPTER VII 


SOME SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LEGISLATORS AND 
MINISTERS OF ALBERTA COMPARED WITH THOSE OF THE 


GENERAL POPULATION 


A full census of Canada was taken six times since the 
province of Alberta was established in 1905. In this chapter 
some of the socio-economic characteristics of legislators and 
ministers are compared to the total population of the province. 
Census data of 1911 are used for comparison with the Liberal 
regime, those of 1921 and 1931 for comparison with the U.F.A. 
period, and data from the last three (1941, 1951, I961) for 


comparison with the Social Credit era. 


Je.1,. Bizrth-Place 

In considering birth-places, we find that Alberta-born 
population grew from approximately one-fifty of the total 
population of Alberta.in 191) fo _twortifins.ingl ool ae vet 
during the entire Liberal and U.F.A. periods there wassnot a 
single legislator born in the province. Census datastrom the 
Social Credit era show an increase of native Albertans from 
about one-half to sixty per cent. They were still under— 
represented? in political office (see table’ Vil—-3." Alsoucee 


tables VII-1l and VII-2 for other regimes), but native born 


throughout this Chapter, suc terms as equitable 
representation, over-representation and under-representation, 
refer to the numerical proportion of segments of the population 
to these same segments among elective officers. 
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ministers of the period came close to one-half. In contrast 

to those born in Alberta, the Ontario-born have been strongly 
BepresentedwinsAlberta's- political .dfew. the proportion of 
Ontario-born legislators and ministers has constituted eanjall 
regimes, a contingent about three times that in the general 
population. The over-representation of those born in the whole 
of Canada in both legislature and cabinet was marked in the 
Liberal era only. The British-born were very sharply over- 
represented in the U.F.A. period, especially in cabinets, 
though they had been under-represented during the previous 
regime. This over-representation indicates the strength in the 
U.F.A. movement of recent radical immigrants from the United 
Kingdom, an element found also among early CCF leaders in the 
Bei e region. A slight over-representation of those born 

in the United States exists in the Social Credit era. In 
brief, the findings suggest that the people born in Alberta 

had no representation in the first two regimes and were under- 
represented in the third. People born in Canada dominated the 
legislatures of the Liberal era, were under-represented in 


the U.F.A. regime and equitably represented in the Social 


Credit period. 


Tad pechniae Origin 


Anglo-Saxons have been over-represented throughout 
the history of the province. They always constituted about 
one-half of the population, but the poorest representation of 
the group has been in Social Credit cabinetsip-> [seventy sper 


Cental Ua sAs cabinets had nothing but Anglo-Saxon members. 
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If we except the five Social Credit ministers of Norwegian 
origin, all other European elements (other than the Anglo- 
Saxons) have tended to be under-represented. However, oveg 
political position was a lot better during the Social Credit 
era; 28% of cabinet members and 21% of legislators of this 
period were drawn from continental European ethnic groups. 
The French Canadians, on the whole, had equitable represen- 
tation in the legislature, but they were under-represented in 
hemcabinets, of) the Usr.A.,.and Social..Credit .regimes./,For 
Ukrainians, there has been a trend from non-representation to 
at least substantial, though still not equitable, representa- 
tion. Non-Europeans, including American Indians and Metis, 


never had any representation al all. (see tables VII-4,5,6). 


Fins! Religion 


Tables VII-7,8, and 9 give a comparative picture of 
various religious groups and their representation in the 
governments of Alberta. Protestants have made up between two- 
thirds and three-fifths: of the population of the province. 
Their political representation has never been below four- 
fifths. Among Protestants, the United Church, its precursors, 
and other Presbyterians--always making up about one-third of 
the population--have steadily lost political representation, 
yet have always done well. From two-thirds of the Liberal 
legislators and ministers they declined to a share of a little 
more than two-fifths during the Social Credit period. Sur- 
prisingly, Anglicans have tended to have a political repre- 


sentation somewhat below their share of the population. It 
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seems reasonable to assume that the preponderance of "non- 
conformists" over Anglicans, especially in the U.F.A. era, 
reflects a preponderance of the Scottish over the English 
element in the political life of the province. Lutherans 
tended to obtain their equitable share only among Social 
Credit ministers. Evangelical and other Protestants, always 
below one-tenth of Alberta's total population, made up one- 
fifth of U.F.A. cabinet members and, with thirty-five per cent 
of ministers, the second religious group in strength in Social 
Credit cabinets. Catholics in Alberta have increased from an 
initial one-sixth ae the present one-fourth, but their politi- 
cal representation throughout has averaged about one-tenth. 
The Orthodox have had very few legislators but never hada 
cabinet member. 

In short, it can be said that Alberta is a Protestant 
province. Though the Protestants are declining numerically, 
Overstime, politically they aré -as™strong as they *were before. 
As-aicontrast) Catholics, whose size in the population in- 
creased over time, continue to be under-represented among 


political decision-makers. 


71.4 Occupation 


Occupationally, the three Alberta regimes have differed 
to a considerable extent. Business and professional groups 
which constituted less than 8% of the total population, made 
up two-thirds of Liberal legislators (66.4%) and eight-ninths 


(88.9%) of the ministers of that period. But less than one- 
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half of the U.F.A. legislators and only 28.6% of that era's 
ministers were drawn from these occupations. Under Social 
Credit, business and proféssional groups again furnished 
71.5% of the legislators and 79% of the ministers even though 
their size in the population was only, on an average, 14%. 
The first and last of the three periods were similar also in 
that in both the business and professional contigents were 
balanced. While the ministers were mostly professionals, 
lawyers were grossly over-represented in the Liberal period 
and teachers in the Social Credit era. Alberta's agricul- 
tural population was about one-half of the total from I9ti to 
ttle tt then dropped to one-third in 1951 and to one-fourth 
in 1961. The U.F.A. regime gave farmers equitable represen- 
tation in the legislature and over-representation (71.43%) 

in the cabinet. Under the two other regimes farmers have 
been under-represented, more so in the cabinet than in the 
Pegirslacure. ‘Census classifications: make 1 difftzcuit) co 
accoune for the “others” in the population, though their in— 
Grease from two-fifths in 1911-1941 to three-f1ttns aneroGs 
is no doubt due to expanded groups of industrial, clerical 
and general service workers. While these "Other" groups 
constituted, on an average, close to one-half of the pop- 
ulation, they had no political representation under the 
Liberals, and later never more than five per cent = sOnethie 
basis of these observations and statistics one can state that 
during the Liberal regime the government was largely made up 


of professionals and businessmen; that during the U.F.A. 
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farming elements dominated the government, while middle class 


professionals and teachers seem to be the dominant element in 


Bae Soca beCredi tera. 


(2) haueation 

Census data make it very difficult to give a clear 
picture of the educational levels of the general population 
before 1961. For that year, the higher educational attainment 
Geiethnose in, leading political positions is clear: About halt 
of them have at least some university education, while only 
seven per cent of the population (those above ten years of 
age and not attending school) are in this category. Of the 
total population in 1961, 37.6% had only elementary education 
(Z22eenad no schooling at all), and 53% had ‘secondary edu-— 
on Among political leaders without university, the 
proportion of those with elementary schooling only was, sur- 
prisingly, higher. While we lack earlier useable educational 
data for the population, we can reasonably assume that the 
average educational attainment was lower rather than higher 
before 1961. Since the attainment of elected leaders did not 
increase, the discrepancy between them and the population can 


be assumed to have been greater in the earlier eras. 


7.6 Summary 


How representative of the population are Alberta's 
legislators and ministers? Generally, the elected political 


leaders were better educated, belonged in greater proportions 


ie 72 


to business and the professions, and were more Anglo-Saxon 
and more United Church or Presbyterian. Yet we cannot state 
that the best educated peopie and the highest prestige pro= 
fessions Controlled Alberta's political dzfe throughout. wlt 
looks as though the lawyer-dominated Liberal cabinets pre- 
sented the greatest congruence between social and political 
elites in Alberta*s history. In contrast, legislators and 
ministers of the U.F.A., dominated by farming elements, were 
more similar to the population's socio-economic make-up than 


elected political leaders of the other regimes. 
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BIRTH-PLACES OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
WITH THAT OF THE, TOTAL POPULATION, LIBERAL PERIOD 


oS a ee ee ae ee ee eee eee OA i eo 


Place Population (1911 Census) Leg. Ministers. 
z z Z 
Alberta 19.6 = = 
Ontario ded eye! 56.6 G6-y 
Other Canada L323 18.9 21S 
i i ne i eae: oO Ee ee Se 2! 
Sub-Total Canada 43.3 15.45 94.5 
Poricisn ..sles LAG ees 55 
Uso. A < Did 7 ee - 
Others a ge pee! arya = 
Total 100 100 100 
VII-2 


BIRTH-PLACES OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
WITH THAT OF THE POPULATION, U.F.A. PERIOD 


Place Population Leg. Ministers 


1927 -S Lope 5 2 
Census Census $ y 
Alberta BS. SE ~ - 
Ontario eye, Soe a4 ZOO 
Other Canada 8.8 2 eal T6500 Fb 
Ct A a TT Sk nN nm 
Sub-Total Canada 53.6 Sere 50.0 SLT 
rr ee 
British Isles 16.6 ae6 PAV Lae) 42.9 
Gas er. APRS) ORs a ee Tek 
Others ees 16.4 Gai - 


TOEaL 100 100 100 100 
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TABLE. ViL—s 


BIRTH-PLACE OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 


TO THE POPULATION, 


SOCTAL CREDIT PERIOD 


a aaa ee 


Place 


Alberta 

Ontario 
Others-Canada 
Sup-Total Canada 
British Isles 
US. A. 

Others 

Oca. 


1941 
Census 
a2 
ab 
ieee 
Oh. 6 
IGOR 
333 
L3e 4 

100 


Population Leg. Min. 
1951 L961 : , 
Census Census 
SiGe 59.1 36.9 46.6 
4.9 LOR2 ee 16.3 
13:24 4.5 UR, 
LESS Rome 68.57 76.8 
TLS) Sens) 1266 Les 
5,8 3.9 13.6 116 
se se Li Sak = 
100 100 100 100 


TABLE VII-4 


ETHNIC ORIGIN OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 


TO °THE POPULATION OF ALBERTA, 


LIBERAL PERIOD 


Ethnic Group Population (1911 Census) Leg: Min. 
Anglo-Saxon 51.4 87.4 S33 
French 18ep 4.9 LGie? 
Russian-Ukrainian 2a an) = 
Other European Dhet Geo - 
Asians =6 - - 
Native Indians Siok - - 
Others 9.4 - - 
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ETHNIC ORIGIN OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
TO THE TOTAL, POPULATION, U.EF.A. PERIOD 


Ethnic Group Population Leg. Min. 
(Loe Capsuey ost Census) Ne ; 
Anglo-Saxon D958 Bid ed BlL9 100 
French aes Die 7.4 = 
RusSian-Ukrainian fires 9.9 4.3 = 
Other European 2549 PU ery 6.4 = 
Asians . a sd = = 
Native Indians 2.4 eae ak = = 
Others SEY ip. 2 = 
Total 100 100 100 100 


‘ TABLE VII-6 


ETHNIC ORIGIN OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
TO THE TOTAL POPULATION, SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Ethnic Group fg Bee Leg. Min. 
1941 Cen. 1951 Cent, s LI 6iaCen. ; : 
Anglo-Saxon 502 48.1 452 Dade 6 238 
French 5.4 6.0 Gag! l) -5e de eos 
Russian-Ukrainian 11.4 BLO Che 6.8 4.6 
Norwegian Bad SIS Avs oe) teed, 
Other European PLS) Z0e0 3169 LOS Ss ais. 
Asians ae. a tS - ~ 
Native Indians 2a OHS ead = = 
Others me figs sEBrS - ~ 


Total 100 100 100 100 100 
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TABLE ViII-7 
RELIGION OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
TO THE TOTAL POPULATION, LIBERAL PERIOD 


ee ee ee 
Religion Population Leg. Min. 


z 2 


x_ 
° co) 


eee LT) Census) ) 


Presbyterians 

& Methodists 34.9 64.6 66.7 
Church of England 14.9 yea (Bile 
Lutheran Ll 5 One) Sy 
Baptist, Evangelical 

& Other Protestants 66 6.9 es, a 
soub-TOtcal, Protestants G/ag Oe B3a73 
Orthodox 4.8 Ua) = 
Catholic 16.6 6.9 LO. t 
Others | Tou 1.0 = 
otal 100 100 100 
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RELIGION OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
TO THE TOTAL POPULATION, U.F.A. ERA 


Religion Population eter Min. 
(L924 Can.) (1931 Cen.) y j 
United Church! & 
Presbyterians* 36.4 34.0 47.9 ew Ail 
Church of England Goad Do 107.6 Las 
Lutheran LO-<ed: A ee = ~ 
Baptist, Evangelical 
& Other Protestants 5.0 4.8 2263 Ze 
Sub-Total, Protestants 68.8 6536 80.8 92.9 
Orthodox bow a6 phos ~ 
Catholic 16.6.5 Zoo dae bok 
Others _ 8.6 Wate oe: - 
LOta. 100 100 100 100 


eee ee 
*Including the precursors of the United Church of Canada. 
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TABLE Vii-—9 


RELIGION OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
TO THE TOTAL POPULATION, SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


co a a reine eae SQ ee Ee 
Religion Population Leg. Mi 
ae % % 


(194% «cen. (195 Vacen 2 (196. cen.) 
United Church 


& Presbyterian* Bo 6i0 BOS 3526 45.6 AVS 
Church of England 14.2 ied ny ie 7.0 
Lutheran LO:.'6 93 ee 2.4 7.0 
Baptist, Evangeli- 

cals Other Prot. 4.7 ee) 3.6 256 34.9 
Sub-Total, Protest. 62.5 62.2 60.1 8 Bre Aes Ona 
Orthodox 4.4 4.3 306 4.3 - 
Catholic 2401 2358 252 sae 9.3 
Others 5.0 on jr = - 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 


*Tncluding-the precursors of the United Church of Canada. 


TABLE VII-10 


MAJOR OCCUPATIONS OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
TO THE POPULATION*, LIBERAL ERA 


- Occupation Population Leg Min. 
fiom canes) : ; 
Professional clei 28.1 66.7 
Proprietory & 
Managerial i 4.8 Sere 6 VME RES: 
Agriculture 49.9 30.8 Del ek 
Others A2a2 Zane - 
TOtas 100 100 100 


¥Labour force fifteen years of age and over by occupation 
division. 
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TABLE. ViT=2FL 


MAJOR OCCUPATIONS OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 
- TO THE TOTAL POPULATIONS BU cian SPE RLOD 


a ee ee ee ee ee ee ese ie) OE oe 


Cecupation? 4 Population Leg. Min. 
(921 census) (1931 census) } ‘ 
Professional 4.5 eu 2020 2 he 
Proprietory & 
Managerial ete, 4.8 2159 feall. 
Agriculture 528 50.9 500 71.4 
Others Si Site: es 4 Pee = 
BOtaL » 100 100 100 100 


*Labour force fifteen years of age and over by occupation 
division. 
TABLES ViL=L2 
MAJOR OCCUPATIONS OF LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 


TO. THE TOTAL POPULATION*, SOCIAL CREDIT PERIOD 


Occupation Population imleteic Mes 
hicaiccens) soles laces niCliotmce ay aan ; 

Professional Ss Gas 9.6 3662 560.4 
Proprietory & 

Managerial 5.0 Tee 8.0 SDE aL ome 
Agriculture 49.0 BVA. Zine 24.0 16.3 
Others 40.4 See rhe! Gio 4.5 Au] 
Hota sedrl 1200... 2 5 100m ys Oe ee ee 


*Labour force fifteen years of age and over by occupation 
division. 
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TABLE Vit—135 


EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF THE LEGISLATORS AND MINISTERS COMPARED 


POmriae TOTAL, POPUGATION*+, SOCZAL (CREDIT PERTOD 


Educational Level Population Leg. Min. 
ioe eee ’ ¢ ‘ 
Elementary 37:46 24.8 2079 
Secondary 53 32 Aol 2D ab 
University ek 49.5 See. 
Others Dive = 5 


Haaeraceeeeeeceeecceeeeeeee ng a a ET aS caaaad 


*Population ten years of age and over and not attending 
school. 
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CHAPTER VILL 


SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


8.1 Summary: 
This study has taken the best-known fact of Alberta 


politics, - the existence of three successive party regimes, 
each with a dominant party and a weak, often splintered, Ooppo- 
Sition, - and shown how each of these three regimes was made 
up of groups of legislators differing considerably one to 
another. 

Marked differences among the three regimes were not 
found in regard to age at first election. The bulk of legis- 
lators of the Social Credit period having entered into office 
when they were older than the others. 

Tewas found thal all legislators of the first two 
regimes - Liberal and U.F.A. - were born outside Alberta. 
Only “the -Social Credit period, beginning a’ ful gqenerarion 
after Alberta became a province, witnessed the increase of 
indigenous political leaders. 

The pbindings on ethnic sdenettties Of Members reveal 


that the Anglo-Saxons, though dominant throughout, diminished 


progressively over the years. The studies of Martin Robin 


and David Smith show similar trends in British Columbia and 


Soe eae Tike her two neighbours, Alberta never elected 


a Robin, "A Profile: of#the Bec. Legislatures;eCana= 
dian Gian Dimension, vol. 3, No. 2, Jan.7,. 1966, —D-h s Smith, =the 


pembersa2P Membership Of the Saskatchewan Legislative ASS omy 1905-6 1905-66, 
Saskatchewan History, vol. 20, spring'67, 
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a legislator of Asian origin. Of the three Western provinces, 
only British Columbia ever elected an American Indian. All 
legislators of Alberta were of ERuropean stock. 

The United Church of Canada, Presbyterians and other 
"non-conformist" groups tended. to have a dominant but dimin- 
ishing representation, over time, in the legislatures of 
Alberta. Anglicans never had an undue share of decision- 
makers, while Baptists and ethan evangelical groups, already 
Oversrepresented!in«the U:F.A. period, accounted for sone-— 
third of the Social Credit Cabinet ministers. Catholics were 
under-represented throughout, the Orthodox more so and, unlike 
her two neighbours, Alberta never elected a Jew. In general, 
the religious composition of Alberta legislators agrees with 
the religious composition of legislators of Saskatchewan as 
shown by Smith. 7 

Norman Ward's findings show that the Canadian House 
of Commons never represented in fair proportion all the various 
occupations of the Canadian population at large. This state- 
ment is true with reference to the occupational composition 
of Alberta legislators as well. While professions and business 
made up only a small fraction of the total population, these 
groups were strongly over-represented among Alberta's political 


decision-makers during the Liberal era. Law especially was 


ee Smith, loc. Cita, p- 151 and tables 112 ands VEIL, 


*yorman Ward, The Canadian House of Commons, Toronto: 
University of Toronto press, 1963, p- 23 
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grossly over-represented in the Social Credit era. Agriculture, 
on the other hand, did not get adequate TEpreseneation during 
the Liberal and the Social Credit periods. The findings of 

Bois) OMLth Agi the occupational composition of the legis- 
latures of Saskatchewan show that agriculture was a dominant 
occupation throughout. * Only in the U.F.A. period is a 
Similarly strong representation of farmers found only in 
Alberta. Throughout Alberta's history, the political repre- 
sentation of workers has been negligible, though there once 
were two Labour M.P.S from Alberta in Ottawa. 

Alberta was one of the first provinces to give voting 
rights to women. Despite this pioneering position it elected 
in fifty years, only the small number of eleven women. Of 
these eleven only two were cabinet members. Thus women were 
under-represented in both legislatures and Cabinets of Alberta. 
However, comparatively speaking, their position was better 
in Alberta than it was in Saskatchewan where only five women 
were elected to the legislature till ieyevees 

The pre-legislative political experience of legis- 
lators of Alberta was higher in the Liberal and U.F.A. eras 
than in the ase: ai Credit period. This phenomenon 1s inv agrec— 
a ee Ward's observation about the Pre-legislative political 


experience of the members of the House of Commons: o.. the 


cpene smith; locs cit.; p- (49eand table IV. 


70. Smith, loc. cit., Footnote, p. 47. 
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number of members without any previous political experience 
whatever has increased Substantially, and was actually lowest 


fom ene first parliament."°® 


Tenure of legislators of the U.F.A. and the Social 
Credit periods was stabler and longer than those of the legis- 
factors Of, the Liberal period. (THiS inet apidd ty. Ot arenurem ort 
legislators of the Liberal period was due to many resignations 
and deaths of members) .°@ 

Findings on cabinet ministers suggest that while 
political power was held successively by different men during 
the Liberal period, it tended to remain in the hands of a few 
during the U.F.A. and Social Credit periods. This is specially 
so in the Social Credit era, in which many cabinet members 
have accumulated long years of cabinet service. 

In all there were sixteen general elections in Alberta 
Promer305=6/. An account of turnover Of members — exc uading 
the two general elections of 1921 and 1935 when new parties 
swept into power - shows that the turnover rate was highest 
during the Liberal regime and lowest during the Social Credit 
era. These findings agree with those of Smith for Saskatchewan, ’ 
where individual turnover is higher among Liberals than in 


| 


i, Ward, op. CLE ee on 

6an election figures show that there were twenty-nine 
byelections caused by death or resignation of members during 
the Liberal era, thirteen during the U.F.A. period and twenty- 
four during the Social Credit era (excluding ministers re- 
election). 
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A number of personalities in Canadian national polwterces: 
a Prime Minister, R.B. Bennett; two federal ministers; ‘A.L. 
Sitton and en seres stewart; “and Solon Low; the’ leader “oF “the 
Federal Social Credit party, received their early polyticael 
experience in the Alberta legislature. The legislature was 
also the site of the political career of Irene Parlby, ‘the 
first female cabinet minister in Canada, and of two premiers 
who became known far beyond the border of Canada: William 
Aberhart and Ernest C. Manning. This number, however, is not 
a sufficient ground to claim that the legislators of Alberta 
as a whole were men of extra-ordinary stature. On the whole 
they were ordinary men, stemming from the province's business- 
men, professional people and farmers. 
8.2 Conclusions 

In the light of recent developments in™the population 
pattern of Alberta one ere to modify the thrust*or Porters 
and Ward's view that the western provinces have relied more 
than others on people born outside their regionss° Though 
Porter deals with ministers only, and Ward with federal members, 
they suggest that the west imports its politicai” leaders. #SAs 
far as Alberta.is concerned, such an implication applies to 


its past history only; in the first two regimes from 1905- 


ote Porter, The Vertical Mosaic, Toronto; University 
of Toronto press, (1965) N. Ward, The House of Commons, p. 128. 
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1935 not one single legislator was born in the province. 
According to the census of 1941, 195l‘anada 1961, on the average, 
56% of the total population of Alberta was native born: 
thirty-seven per cent of the legislators of this period were 
native Albertans. This suggests that the political leaders 
of this province are fast becoming indigenous. 

While the political elite of Alberta throughout its 
political history was not representative of the population it 
led, it was most unrepresentative during the Liberal regime. 
The Anglo-Saxons especially were more highly represented than 
Deena. Religiously, it was the various precursors of the 
United Church of Canada that had over-representation, again 
at the expense of all others. Occupationally, professions 
and business, heavily over-represented in the legislature, had 
a virtual monopoly in the cabinet. The over-representation 
of lawyers was especially significant. This account enables 
us to draw the conclusion that the political elite of Liberal 
Alberta did not represent adequately the population it led. 

During the U.F.A. era, the writer has hypothesized 
in the first chapter that here there would be the closest 
approximation, in social make-up, of legislators and people 
of Alberta, and that the U:F.A. legislators would be similar 
to early CCF legislators in Saskatchewan regarding occupation, 


religion and ethnicity. The findings of Smith regarding the 


CCF legislators of Saskatchewan in 1934 and 1938 show that all 


8a ; ; 
but one of them were farmers. During, the U.FsA., period 
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in Alberta, one-half of the legislators (57% of whom were 
members of the U.F.A. caucus and nearly three-fourths of the 
U.F.A. Cabinet ministers, were farmers. U.F.A. legislators 
as well as iy CCF. legislators in Saskatchewan were pre- 
_ponderantly Anglo-Saxon and both groups had "non-conformist" 
protestant majorities. °P. Thus we may conclude that the social 
backgrounds of CCF legislators of Saskatchewan and those of 
the U.F.A. period were, to a large extent, similar. At the 
same time, the preponderance of farmers over business and 
professional people makes the U.F.A. political elite the 
most representative of the general population in Alberta's 
Wastoery. 

The group of evangelical sects is an important element 
in the Social Credit movement, and Social Credit has, relatively 
speaking, furthered the political careers of non-Anglo-Saxons 
of European stock. We do indeed find heavy representation of 
evangelicals” in the Social Credit leadership, and the pene= 
tration of a number Of non-British and non-French Europeans, — 
@éspecially Norwegians, - into Alberta's political elite. 
Robin's hypotheses along both dimensions are borne out.” 

Porter's statement that political elites in Canada 


are most unrepresentative in regard to educational background 


applies Largely to Albercaaee Nothing like the 86% cited by 


Sere eds , Pale avi, Doo 


2 Martin Robin, 
Canadian Dimension, Vol. 3, No. 2, 


10) 


Wx Profile of the B.C. Legislature,” 
ear OO. peace 


jie epOrcet,, OP. cit.; p- 833% 


auitac) I 


ney 


<a 


7 
=e 
i 
‘ 
i] in 
ry + 
ai 


i 


ipod? 


Pa - n 
stg f 
a 


ee 


id Redon tas pita oy it eiiAtou 


Mig fneistiog Meds Sstes 


2 per +s 2 fe hee ro ae vine | asf Ef b 


yin re 
i ¥ feat PT m ryt yee =. 
YQuvoOzp tod Aap (foxse~ol pt Ayame 
a ‘1« at ; i x , ¥ en 4 
ub 4 Paks Ww BOL ‘ au Ey rs OC ent sk 
ian ‘ « 
= _ ~~@ | - 
62 %o exetetelpe! 50 to el 
- a 
ay a erud f rae OY ul . 
oe | f wae, | L£IOC 
Ws ¥ 7 } : 7 
20 sane rebaeget¢ Biy “SG 
A = - = Le 
1.0 et? 2etam olg jooq fsno 
» a ee : oe 
ite foeos Intense ez to; SV 656 ae 
ie 4 
oo ° ia 
= 
. i) 
J 2 * 
,| aleaoe Iocilepnav’ te Wverto S adit” \ 
Se Lary 
Hoe es ¢ tet aT event HLbeRS, ist 2 aut 
s 4 \ - y eal ~ 
yh fac iueisg sa! Se 
= —— 
t ; re Te te ob co ae s 
q o , 


, i g 
+ 4 & ao - | — 7 ~ a “~p ~ 
o~ Pedy Ons Bmeivse x10 , we ae 
eS re re 


biog @ eusediA oon ~ a 
at ee 


a6 ony Ls 
eax6 eneisadnib djiod aed wet 


ini 
&4e é 


r 


ied 


~~ 4 


at 


pers: . ee a oo 


7 


& say to otitext J 
i Le ly Y Qe P 


m3 | 
iy y 
a oy ad ~ > 
7 7 ; a " ay abs 3 e— ae « 
5 7. 


187 


Porter for federal ministers and similar officers has higher 
education in the cabinets of Alberta; but one-half of univer- 
Sity-trained Social Credit political elite members (slightly: 
more than 50% in cabinets; slightly fewer than 50% in the 
legislature) contrast with a mere 72 reported for the Alberta 
population by the 1961 census. 

We have thus found Alberta legislators to be typical 
of Canadian legislators to the extent that their socio- 
economic and educational status was higher than that of the 
Bopulation atalarge.., But- only the«Libexal era p~twilth its 
large contingent of lawyers, its Ontario-Protestant make-up, 
and its great preponderance of university-trained, had a 
political elite as closely representative of Canada's social 
elite as Porter finds it for the country as a whole. From 
then on, the impact of the two non-elitist movements, U.F.A. 
and Social Credit, has opened Alberta's political elite, if 
not to the under-privileged, so at least to farmers, teachers, 
evangelical protestants, and those of continental European 
extraction. Finally, during the past generation, increasing 
numbers of native Albertans have shared in the government of 
the province. 

The writer emphasized at the outset that this study 
is socio-historical. In years to come, we can expect further 
research on the legislators of Alberta, probably of a behav- 
While such behavioural studies -- on legisla- 


ioural nature. 
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apply to past legislators. The data collected here, how- 
ever, will make it possible to demonstrate to what extent and 
in which ways a group of legislators subjected to behavioural 
analysis is eceuer ous along social dimensions, of past legis- 
lators who served in Alberta. The conclusions arrived at in 
this study have been based in part on ‘hypotheses and con- 
clusions presented in a few other studies of legislators in 
Canada. Both data and conclusions presented here should 
prove useful for a comprehensive study of Canadian legislators 
on federal and provincial levels, once such a study is under- 
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Master's thesis, Universrey of 
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Master's thesis, University of 
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Master's thesis, University of 
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Master's thesis, University of 
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Edmonton, 1964. 

"The Ranching Period in Southern 
Alberta." Master's thesis, 


University, of Alberte,. Edmonton, 


Loe 


1 f | a fl Tite 
a ial hii , " PS ; ; i ~ 


a ye io : aa,* i , 
eat “ef Scie of 0 OB ered, 


Pes = 
’ 
sues 
7 
™ 
vm. = it 
Macon 
c * 
(Ox 
, aN ewihew 4¥ cn ee 
ra 7 4 
c } r 
Pr’ 7 
> 
o 2 = he L 
ta’ » 0-4 ,bosds 
— 1 
a, 4 
sats 
J ’ 
a ~ 
‘Fs 
‘ c i 
z : 
- = 


nd . 1 vi T Be 


ita 


<a AY 
- - 
5 sae q r f my 
ah . é Laer 
* 4 ” : 
1 oi © 
+ fe [ ‘ + = ¥ [ et oa iia 
1 aw a . ; 
, 
, r 
7 7a | ~~ 
LJ , ‘ \ - i 
a \ | 
« : % , 
ported fd borin? esthoneAé of oe, 
> . ey é 


i = é ay 
' a 1 “gq, 4 « if ne gy ‘ ~ mas g 
7 (me Pots ‘$s, a S a “Tea &:7S44 

‘es pelle i eosin? ale e 


(Ronapp: (adie ls 20 qiiaxusving 
rc 7 ? t s 


' we 7 ce) 
- ae 
_ 


: ie vy 


196 


ine WitCOs me aecGere "Founding of the Mormon 
Community in Alberta." 
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ate Chalmers, J.W., Teachers, in PolLreies.” ihe 
ATA Magazine, VoL. 4° show ., 
september —-October, 1968-5 po. 
11-15. 

oe Edmonds, W.E., "F.W.G. Haultain, Premier of 
the N.W.T." Alberta Histor- 
ical Review, Vol = 5 Nom, 
Autumn, ¢2990.4 ~pp. ti-1G. 

ai Embree, D.G., "Rise of the United Farmers 
of Alberta." Alberta Histor- 
ical Review, Vol. 5, No. 4, 
AULUnN gaa? . Pops, 1-5; 

4, MacLean, U., "The, Famous Fave.” SAlDberta 
Historical Review, Vol. 10, 
Note2, sS6prinds BL96ze Pipe 1G. 

5. Maclean, U., "TheAHonouxrable Irene Pariby.~ 


Alberta Historical Review, 
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McQuarrie; A.H., ‘The 1913. Provincial ~Blection." 
Alberta Historical Review, 
Voli die sN@. IS uWambe wyynbO50e 
pp. «0-13. 

Robaina jieM. ¢ WASPrOfiledof the .BsC i -Lediis- 


lature, ‘Canadian Dimension, 
Vols (MO. 2i5-9iGG.. 
Si le DH Me, "A Second term: 1940." 


Alberta Historical Review, 
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Saves <5, "Aberhart, The Organization 
Man." Alberta Historical 


ReviewpiVol ans, No. 27 Spring; 
19590 ep Pp boo). 

Samer Dawe, "The Membership of the Saskatchewan 
Legislative Assembly: 1905- 
66." Saskatchewan History, 


Vols 2Z0akSering 1967. 
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AnGgison,, Rey» Retired clerk of the legislature. 

Brandak, Official bin sthe Albertayerov— 
inczal Archives: 

Brownlee, Mrs. J.E., Wife of ex-premier Brownlee. 

Dechene, J., Judge — son’of date M. ise. 

J.M. Dechene. 

Home, G., hibrarian, Legisitature Library, 


Edmonton. 
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Page, J.Ps, 
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secretary, Social “Credit 
League, Edmonton. 
Archivists, Glenbow Foundation, 
Calgary. 

Social Credit League President. 
Archivist, Director of Glenbow 
Foundation, Calgaxy. 

Daughter of ex-premier 

A.C. Rutherford. 

Old timer, Veteran's home. 
Brother of ex-M.L.A. Niddrie. 
Bx-Lts-Governor and M.L.A. 


Ex-premier and present librarian 


at the Canadian Utilities. 


Esley, Mrs. Clarance, 403, Garrison, Crescent, 
Saskatoon. Niece of G.P. 
Smith, ex-M.L.A. 

Cook, (Mrs. N.E.; Wite Of NE. Cook, ex. o.A. 

Lionell, Mrs. Marianne, Vancouver. Daughter of 
Capt. R. Pearson, ex-M. GA. 

Steen, Mrs., Step daughter of N.E. Cook, 
ex-M.L.A. 

PHONE 

Geldart, Dr. M.L.A. 

Heard, Dr. L.f., M.L.A. 

MacGillivary, Mr., Son of MacGillivary, M.L.A. 
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Mitchell, Miss Barbara, Judge. 
Montegomery, 
Moore, A., Som ob A IB 


Wilkinson, Gne, Son of Mrs. 
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Niece of H.J. 
ex-M GA. 
Moore, ex-M.L.A. 


R. Wilkinson. 
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Legislators and Cabinet members of Alberta from 


1905-69 and the constituencies they represented and other 


details, 
The 


below: 


explained below, are shown. 


notations used in this appendix are explained 


= Liberal party 
= Conservative party 


= U.F.A. (United farmers' of Alberta. 


= Social Credit 
= Socialist-Labour groups ancluding Cac. menanud 
NO. P. 
= Independents 
= Army and Soldiers 
= Served previously in the Assembly 
= Service terminated in the middle of the tenure. 
= Represented different constituencies 
= (Names underlined represent) Ministers 
For example: C.S. Baie (19252 Grey) 
This should be “ead as C.S.  Pingle 
served in the legislature between 1925-28, was 
a Liberal, served in the previous legislature, 
was a cabinet member, represented a different 


constituent and his tenure was terminated in 
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the middle of the term either by death or 


resignation or by courts declaration. 
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C.W. Fisher” (1905-19 4) 
A. Moore (1919-26 U) 

R.M. McCool (1926-35 U) 
W.R. King (1935-40 S) 
Became Banff-Cochrane 
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E.C. Manning (1935-40 Ss) 
F, Anderson (1935-48 S) 

Hee Gostweky (1935 +407 S) 
J.W. Hugill (1935-40 Ss) 

W. Aberhart®” (1940-43 s) 
A. Davidson (1940-48 I) 
J.C. Mahaffy (1940-44 TI) 
Mrs. R. Wilkinson (1944-59 S) 
A.J. Liesemer (1944-52 G) 
A. Dixon (1948-59 S) 

H.J. Mcdonald (1948-59 L) 
I Ce Colborne® (1948-59 S) 
PR Beecken: Wloo2—o6 1) 
J.W.G. MacSwan (1955-59 L) 
Ce. Johnnston® (1959-67 x) 
L.F. Werry (1967--— C) 

F.C. Colborne® (1959-- S) 
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W. Dickie (1963-- L) 
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Oo. Calgary West D.S. Fleming (1959-67 S) 
E.D. Lougheed (1967-- C) 
23. Camrose G. Pa, Smatch?) (1909=2 1a.) 
V.W. Smith (1921-32 v) 
C.A. Ronning® (1932-35 U) 
W.N. Chant (1935-40 S) 
D.B. Mullen®” (1940-41 $) 
C.1I. Sayers. (1941-— S) 
24. Cardstone J.W. Woolf (OOS 1 Sei) 
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P.E. Baker? (1926-30 U) 
Became Cypress 

28%. Cloverbar Ree eliiagen 950-55 "Ut 
F.M. Baker (1935-67 S) 
W.A. Buck (1967-- S) 

oo Coronation W.F. Whiteside (1913-17 L) 
W.W. Wilson (1917-21 C) 
Gon. wornstone (l92"-35." uy) 
G.N. MacLachlan (1935-40 S) 
Joined to Acadia-Coronation 
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Hie Aikens tt lot —=cimy) 
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Cee Vis eee (1926-31 G) 
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S.Gs Barnes (1935=40 C) 

D.B. Mullen® (1935-40 §) 

GW Allan” (ESS PS S70 is) 

Ge "Conner® (1935-40 4h) 

W. Morrish (1936-40 L) 

Gray (1937-40°L) 

Le oP, Manning® (1940-59 S) 

V. James (1940-48 S) 

J.P. Page’ (1940-48 I) (1952-55 Cc) 

H.J. Macdonald (1940-44 S) 
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W. Tomyn®* (1959-- sg) 

G.S; Geldart (1963-67 S) 
L.D. Hindman (1967-- C) 
C.W. Cross? (1917-26 L) 

C. Pattinson (1926-35 G) 
J.H. Unwin: (1935-40 S) 
A.J. Morrison (1940-44 G) 
N.A. Willmore” (1944-65 Ss) 
W.N. Switzer (1965-09 *5) 
Ba ‘Dowling (L969=—"C) 

WeCw Smite" (926-3 590) 
DP-Lbush (1985—40"S) 

Joined to Bow Valley 
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J.P. Macarthur’ (1910-17 3) 
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J.C. Buckley (1921-35 U) 
J.M. McCune (1935-40 S) 
D.J. McKinnan (1940-44 TI) 
GlES Bell” (1944-63" Ss) 
Joined to Drumheller-Gleichen 
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W. Sharpe (1935-40 S) 

bide O'Brven (1920-44 f) 
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D. Bouvier (1968-- §S) 

52. Lac Ste Anne ke Slit «909 ag 45) 
Gk. Basxen. (1917-21 Cc) 
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AV. Bourier-(1935-52 Ss) 
A.M. Montemurro “(1952-55 S) 
ior Pieme dlc Gert L955 5 9" Ty) 
W. Patterson (1959-67 S) 
H. Horner’ (196/-= C) 
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P.M. Campbell (1937-44 I) 
J.C. Landeryou (1944-- S) 
A.J... Maclean (1909-13 .L) 
J. McNaughton (1913-21 L) 
O.L.. MacPherson (1921-35 U) 
P. Dawson (1935-63 S) 
R.A. Speaker (1963-- S) 
M. McKenzie (1905-09 L) 
C. Ginge (1909-10 L) 

R. .adcLerson (L9L0—Dy 7c) 
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Merged with Claresholm 
GL. Okotoks G. Hoadley (1909-30 U) 
Became Okotoks-High River 
625 Okotoks-High River G. Hoadley® (1930=59" U) 
W. Morrison’ C1O'35=35"5) 
W. Aberhart (1935~40 S) 
J.T. Broomfield (1940-44 I) 
cs Casey (1944-55 S$) 
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E.G. Hansell (1959-63 S) 
E.P. Benoit (1963-- S) 
G3. Olds D.M. Marshali® (1909-21 1) 
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F.S. Grisdale (1930-35 U) 
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R.H. Bailey (1930-35 U) 
W.J. Lampley (1935-40 S) 
E.J. Marten (1940-44 I) 
W.F. Gilliland” (1944-61 s) 
E.F. ° montgomery (1961-67 S) 
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-E. Brownlee (1921-35 U) 
-B. Rogers (1935-40 S) 
-A. McKelvey (1940-44 TI) 
-B. Moore (1944-52 S) 
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